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launch own 

manifesto 

Tough riposte to Portillo view 


to I Water everywhere, but only a drop to drink 


COUN BROWN 

. .-Chief Political Correspondent 

“One Nation* 1 Tories angered at 
the lurch to the right of the Tory 
Party are planning to launch 
. their own manifesto, keeping 
wife-option of Britain joining a 
single European currency. 

.. . The group, which included 
£mma Nicholson before her de- 
fection, has decided it has 
stayed silent for too long and 
was infuriated by Michael Por- 
tillo's attack on the former Tory 
MP by saying she was "right" to 
leave the party, if she believed 
_in a federal Europe. 

Some members of the 50- 
strong group yesterday angrily 
fold Government whips, who 
. are checking on the threat of 
more defections from the par- 
ty, that Mr POrtiflo’s remarks 
amounted to an invitation by 
other left-of-centre Tory MBs to 
desert the Government 
The counter-attack by the 
Tory left threatened to plunge 
John Major into fresh trouble 
over Europe, as the Ulster 
Unionists yesterday warned 
they could vote against the 
Government on European 
issues, such as fishing quotas. 

The Government Chief 
Whip, Alastair Goodlad, has 
been ordered by the Prime 
Minister to tighten discipline, 
and Improve his early warning 
system, after being caught out 
by the defections of Ms Nichol- 
son, and Alan Howarih to 
Labour. 

The Tory high command was 
dismayed "by the defence sec- 
retary's intervention, which pro- 
voked a fresh salvo by Ms 
Nicholson. “People like 
Michael Portillo and that clique 
he heads would have been on 


the outskirts of the old Con- 
servative Party,” she said on 
BBC “It cs an utter disgrace that 
somebody so nationalistic, so 
lacking in historic understand- 
ing ... holds that job." Members 
of the One Nation group said 
that if she had called for Mr Por- 
tillo’s resignation from the Cab- 
inet, instead of deserting, they 
would have supported her. 

■HIPF] 



Peter wrote 

foreword to pamphlet 

Tlie Tory MPs. known as the 
MacLeod group, are planning 
to publish a pamphlet within the 
next month, covering the econ- 
omy.Europe, social policy and 
the welfare state. It was being 
kept under wraps for a launch 
at Westminster to have maxi- 
mum impact 

“It will be a political bomb- 
shell," said one senior member 
of the group. “It will be a direct 
riposte to what Portillo is say- 
ing about the lory Party being 
an anti-European party. 

“For quite a long time, we 
have allowed the right wing to 
go unchallenged because we 
thought it would be bad for the 
party to speak oul That benign 


silence which we adopted for 
two years has Hailed to work. We 
decided that it would be a mis- 
take to continue like that." 

It will oppose a Tory election 
manifesto commitment that 
Britain will not join a single cur- 
rency within the lifetime of the 
next Parliament, which has split 
the Cabinet. KenneLh Clarke, 
the Chancellor, and Michael 
Heseltine, the deputy Prime 
Minister have persuaded Mr 
Major not to endorse it. but 
right wingers led by Mr Portillo 
and Michael Howard, the 
Home Secretary, are still press- 
ing for it to be included in the 
manifesto. 

The pamphlet, the foreword 
to which is written by Peter Tem- 
ple-Morris, who is firmly on the 
left of the party, also will warn 
John Major against trying to ■ 
unite the Tories by adopting a 
referendum on a single cur- I 
rency. It wfl] argue that a ref- 
erendum on Europe would split 
the party. 

Ms Nicholson yesterday said 
that if more Tory MPs defect- 
ed and Mr Major lost his over- 
all majority, he should cal! a 
general election, and that she 
would be “perfectly comfort- 
able" to force an election. 

Labour promised to force a 
series of votes at Westminster 
aimed at embarrassing the Gov- 
ernment and to launch a fero- 
cious campaign out in the 
country in advance of the May 
local elections and the out- 
standing by-elections. 

The defection of Ms Nichol- 
son and the loss of the Stafford- 
shire South East by-election, 
following the death of Sir David 
Lightbown, the former whip, 
could cut Mr Major’s majority 
in the Commons 10 three. 



High and dry: People in Ashington, Northumbria, yesterday collecting water from a portable tank (background) 


Scargill lures brothers 
to join his new party 


iAM^JCUSICK.- 

drawn np for 

Arthur Scarjyll’s new political 
party with; the aim of drawing 
members from the Labour Par- 
ty, but which will also exclude 
many of the miners* leader's 
supporters oh the hard left. 

The nine-page constitution 
document obtained tty the in- 
dependent, the new Sodalist 
Labour Party (SLP) wfll de- 
mand that if its members “join 
or support" any other political 
organisation then “they shall be 
ineligible for affiliation to the 
Party” The clause in the con- 
stitution, prepared by Michael 
Mansfield and John. Hendy, 
wfll anger left-wing activists in 
the Labour Party and other or- 


ganisations, who hoped Mr 
Scargfll would plan a broad 
church for his new party. 

Launch of the SLP in May, 
wfll automatically lead to the ex- 
pulsion of Mr Scargill and oth- 
ers involved in the project, 
from the Labour Party. How- 
ever, one Labour member in- 
volved inthe project said: “We 
don't believe Labour wfll wail 
till May, well be kicked out be- 
fore then." - 

The new party aiins to attract 
hard-left socialists angered by 
Labour’s shift to the centre 
under Tbny Blair's leadership. 

Although Mr Scargill initial- 
ly claimed he was “not planning 
a breakaway party, but pre- 
senting a debate", the leaked 
constitution boldly proclaims its 
aim and objective “to organise 


and maintain a political party". 
The constitution details mem- 
bership rules, affiliation fees, bi- 
annual “government by Party 
Congress" and the intention to 
contest local government, Eu- 
ropean and parliamentary elec- 
tions. Labour's abandoned 
commitment to nationaiisaiioa 
re -appears in the SLP consti- 
tution under “danse IV". 

. To pm up an SLP candidate 
at -a general election in .every 
constituency would cost up- 
wards of £Lm, and Labour 
sources are dismissive that such 
a sum could be raised. 

The constitution describes a 
system of local and regional par- 
ties- However, all party affairs 
“shall he subject to the control 
of the Executive Committee at 
national level". It also requires 


JOJO MOVES 

MPs demanded an inquiry into 
why hundreds of thousands of 
households were still without 
water yesterday, as the Great 
Thaw turned into the Great 
Leak. 

Water companies were yes- 
terday urging householders to 
"go dirty for a couple of days" 
as supplies in Scotland, Wales 
and across the north of England 
remained cut after a flood of 
burst pipes and mains. 

The water regulator Ofwai 
yesterday asked all water com- 
panies to provide assessments 
of the problem. It is not yet clear 
how many of Lhe shortages are 
the responsibility of the com- 
panies as opposed to the cus- 
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Arthur Scargffl: Party rules 
may shut out hard left 

that new members must be 
British or Irish citizens. 

Scottish Militant Labour, 
the breakaway party which has 
beaten Labour into second 
place in some local electrons, 
had hoped they “could work" 
with the new party. But Alan 
McCoombes, editor of Scottish 
Militant, said the constitution 
would be “a sticking point". 

Unions shift to left, page 5 


tomers. But as customers are 
entitled to daim £10 per day for 
companies' failure to provide 
water, the compensation bill 
could run into millions. 

Sunderland’s Labour MPs 
Chris Mullin and Bill Ether- 
ington have written toJohn 
Gummer, the Secretary of State 
for the Environment, urging 
him to investigate what provi- 
sion water companies had made 
for such emergencies and 
whether resources had been 
affected by privatisation. “The 
north of England is used to se- 
vere winters, but h has never be- 
fore been necessary to cut off 
our water on anything like the 
scale now contemplated," Mr 
Mullin said. 

The public services union 


Unison estimated that since 
privatisation in the region the 
number of employees working 
for water companies may have 
halved. But aspokesman for 
the Staler Services Associa- 
tion, which represents the re- 
gional water companies in 
England and Wales, said the 
burst pipes had been caused by 
exceptionally low temperatures 
followed by a relatively quick 
thaw which caused a lot of 
ground movement. “The com- 
panies have geared themselves 
up for this contingency," he said. 
“They have had teams in place 
throughout the Christmas pe- 
riod to mitigate any possible 
problems for customers." 

Scotland was among the 
hardest hit areas with hundreds 


of thousands of homes hit by 
burst pipes or interrupted sup- 
plies. In Strathclyde alone, up 
to half a million homes were af- 
fected. A spokesman for the 
council said the situation had 
stopped deteriorating, “but we 
are still running very fast just (o 
stand still." 

Lothian water director Gus 
Ferguson said the main problem 
at reservoirs was not water lev- 
els. but treatment plants which 
were struggling to replenish 
reservoirs as fast as they were 
depleting. Like other authori- 
ties. Lothian appealed to the 
public to minimise demand. 
“Our message is, go dirty for a 
couple of days,” he said. 

In Northumbria the worst-hit 
areas were Tyneside, Weaxside, 


Photograph: Paul Vicente/Reuter 

Ashington and Newbiggin. with 
about 150,000 customers cut off. 
A spokesman for Northumbri- 
an Water said that some areas 
had been without water for 
days and that other areas were 
at risk of losing their supplies. 

North East Witer estimated 
it was losing 18 million gallons 
a day in the Newcastle region 
alone. 

Drought-hit Yorkshire Water 
was battling to restore supplies 
to 6.000 homes in Leeds, while 
in North Wales, hundreds of 
homes were still without sup- 
plies because of widespread 
damage to water mains. Welsh 
Water said levels of some reser- 
voirs were also continuing to fall 
because of leaks in the system. 

Leading article, page 12 


Savoy at risk in 
Forte bid battle 


Forte, the hotels company bat- 
tling against a hostile £3J?bn 
takeover bid from Granada, 
yesterday pledged to redistrib- 
ute all of its 68 per cent, £200m 
shareholding in the Savoy 
group, making it a takeover 
target. 

Leisure analysts said that 
the distribution among Forte’s 
own shareholders would al- 
most put the Savoy “in play.” 
The reclusive Barclay brothers, 
who recently splashed oul £75m 
to buy lhe Ritz hotel in London, 
are tipped as likely buyers of the 
Savoy group. 

Granada has also pledged to 
sell Forte's shareholding in the 
Savoy should it win the takeover 
fight. It is understood that 
“strong interest" has been 
shown m Lhe shares by at least 
two possible buyers. 


The share distribution 
formed pari of a spirited and ro- 
bust defence document pub- 
lished by Forte yesterday. The 
main plank of Forte’s defence 
is a promise to increase this 
year’s dividends by 21 percent 
to 85p, and a pledge to increase 
payouts by 20 per cent in each 
of the next three years. 

Analysts were divided over 
whether Rule bad done enough 
to survive the assault from 
Granada, the ITV television and 
electronic rentals company. 
Some analysts said Granada 
would have to raise its bid by 
around 15 per cent to 380p a 
share to win. 

Forte’s shares closed 12Jp 
higher at 343p on the stock 
market yesterday. 

Forte’s defence, page 14 

Comment page 15. 
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Mother missing 

A mother of two is stiD missing 
after vanishing during a family 
birthday celebration. Page 5 

Rich pickings 

This weets£40m National Ltft- 
tery jackpot could attract an ex- 
tra £26mJn ticket sales. Page 3 

Labour looks to the left 

Labour faces a shift to the Jeft 
as the public-service union Uni- 
son prepares to become its 
biggest backer.. Page 5 

Serbs ‘seized Bosnians’ 

Bosnians are said to have been 
held by Serb police despite 
.Nato’s attempt to protect rite 
maranent of civilians. Page 7 


Nine out of 10 rail passengers overcharged 


PETER VICTOR 

Train companies were accused 
yesterday of overcharging nine 
pul of 10 rail passengers. A sur- 
vey by Which? magazine, pub- 
lished by the Consumers’ 
Association, found that 
passengers were not befog giv- 
en correct information about 
the cheapest fares available. 

Which? said it had made 
more than 250 inquiries or pur- 
chases at 2S stations or inquiry* 
points ground the country and 
compared the responses with 
what should have been the cor- 
rect answer. It said that fo late 
August and early September it 


tested train companies’ will- 
ingness to meet their obligation 
to give information about the 
cheapest ticket on a route even 
if it was for a service run by a 
rival and even if the journey 
time was longer. 

Which? tested five routes - 
Lontfon- Bristol, London to 
Carmarthen and Swansea, Lon- 
don-Exeter, London- Bath and 
Loncton-Binmnghara. While 
the cheapest fore on the Lon- 
don-Bath route was South 
Wales and West’s at £22, Inter- 
City West Coast ticket derfcs fo 
London said £53 was the cheap- 
est. Fra? days later, these deiis 
said the foie was £45. 


In total, the Which? team was 
quoted or charged fares which 
came to £13,013 whereas if 
“unbiased” sales advice had 
been followed die figure would 
have been £7.591: the average 
overcharge was £24 and the 
highest was £70.20; in some cas- 
es association investigators were 
sold invalid tickets. 

“The new4ook British Rail 
foiled our lest miserably," said 
Which? “Of the 57 tickets we ac- 
tually bought, 54 were more ex- 
pensive than the correct fere. In 
many cases, the overpriced 
fares given were more than 
double the cheapest fare which 
is listed clearly in the National 


Fares Manual used by train 
staff- the same manual we used 
to identify the cheapest fares for 
available services.” 

The association is calling on 
Sir George Young, the Trans- 
port Secretary, to halt the rail 
seti-off until “an urgent re- 
view” of ticketing is conducted. 

Brian Wilson, Labour's trans- 
port spokesman, said: “I folly 
support the Consumers’ Asso- 
ciation’s call for franchising to 
be suspended inthe light of this 
astonishing indictment. We 
have warned from the outset 
that individual operators would 
have no interest in maintaining 
the benefits which flow from 


having a national rail network." 

British Railways Board, dis- 
missing the report as “mis- 
leading” and not representative 
of the experience of the majority 
of passengers, said: “It was tak- 
en four months ago and con- 
centrates on a handful of routes 
which have alternative travel op- 
tions which are not typical of the 
system as a whole.” 
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Killings a threat to peace 



coun brown 

The peace process was being 
threatened by the wave of 
killings of alleged drugs dealers 
by terrorists. Sir Patrick May- 
hew, the Secretary of State for 
Northern Ireland, warned yes- 

terday. 

A small-lime criminal shot 
dead outside his girlfriend’s 
home was the seventh victim of 
Direct Action Against Drugs, a 
shadowy group dedicated to 
purging drugs from republican 
areas, which Unionists and 
police believe is a cover for the 


IRA. The frilling of Ian Lyons, 
31, who was blasted with a 
shotgun in Lurgan, Co Ar- 
magh, also alarmed democrat- 
ic nationalist party leaders, who 
are likely to raise die issue in the 
Commons next Tuesday when 
MPs debate the renewal of the 
anti -terrorist laws. 

“1 believe there are those 
within the ERA and other para- 
military organisations who are 
trying to break [the] peace. 
The way in which they are do- 
ing it is this awful use of violence 
- public executions - to impose 
their will on society. They must 


not be allowed to A) that," said 
Seamus Malion, the deputy 
leader of the SDLP. 

Cardinal Cabal Daly, leader 
of Ireland's Catholics, said the 
peace process was being threat- 
ened. Sir Patrick said the Jottings 
were not compatible with Sim 
Fein’s commitment to democ- 
ratic methods. *Tt casts very 
seat doubt on whether Sinn 
Fein, who are inextricably linked 
to the IRA, are themselves com- 
mitted to peaceful methods." 

The killings are likely to be 
raisedwith the international dis- 
armament commission headed 


is due to report by mid- 
January on the prospects for 
persuading the IRA to abandon 
some of its weapons. 

Ken Maginnis, the Ulster 
Unionists' security spokesman, 
said the ERA may attempt to 
shoo t a loyalist paramilitaiy in- 
volved in dreg dealing to try to 
provoke a revenge attack. The 
spread of attacks from Belfast, 
where six men have been killed, 
to Mid-Ulster was significant, he 
said “They are conditioning the 
public for an expansion in their 
activities." 


David Trimble, the Ulster 
Unionist leader, said* "I think 
those elements who have been 
assuring us over tire past 16. 
months, that there is now a 
permanent ceasefire had better 
do something to restore their 
own reputations.” ' 

But Mr Mallodalso said the 
Vit tings underlined the need 
for reform of the Royal Ulster 
Constabulary to regain the con- 
fidence of the nationalist com- 
munity in the police. Some 
Republican areas display si gns 
saying “no entry” to the RUC. 

“I think there is a need for 


fundamental changes. The RUC 

has never beenahte to command 
the support of the entire na- 
tionalist community in the way 
one would want m a normal so- 
ciety,” said McMaHon, theMP 
forNe 

Star Ban's chairman, 
McLaughlin, insisted there was 
no evidence to linlrfbe faffing? 
with the IRA and sought to 
blame the RUC, claiming there 
was an absence of acceptable 

^Mr?yons, a father of one, 
was with his girlfriend, Sheena 
McAlinden, 19, when he was 


shot as they got into a car out- 
side her home last o^it. A gun- 
man opened fire with p a 
double-barrelled shotgun and 
the victim died in hospitai 
Police chiefs believe double- 
barrel shotguns are being used 
fomake it difficult for ballistic 
expects to trace the weapons. 
Det Supt Kevin Sheefay,tead of 
the KUC drags squad, said 
“Every police officer and every ; 
citizen in Northern Ireland 
knows that Direct Action. 


which does not east indepen- 
dently of the IRA." 


Drink-drivers 
blamed for 
lj)00 crashes 


JASON BENNETTO, 

Crime Correspondent 

Nearly 1,000 accidents were 
caused by drinking and driving 
over the Christmas period, de- 
spite a drop in the number of 
motorists feilfag breathalyser 
tests, it was revealed yesterday. 

The total number of positive 
tests over the Christmas and 
New Year campaign in F-ngianri 
and \tales was 4 , 330 , compared 
with 4,706 over the same peri- 
od last year, a fall of 8 per cenL 

For the first time police 
forces disclosed the number 
of alcohol-related accidents 
caused during the festive season. 
This year there were 939, which 
resulted in at least three deaths. 

The police are particularly 
concerned abouL a hard core of 
motorists, mostly middle aged 
men, who ignore all the warn- 
ings and drive while over the al- 
cohol limit. David Williams, 
Chief Constable of Suney and 
chairman of the Association of 
Chief Police Officers Traffic 
Committee, said: “While the 
overall reduction should be 
welcomed, it must be treated 
with a degree of caution, given 
that 22 per cent of those who 
gave positive tests had been in- 
volved in an accident 

“Over the campaign period 
we know that at least three peo- 


ple have lost their lives in drink- 
related toad accidents and sev- 
en others suffered horrific 
injuries.” 

He said the small drop was 
J ly due to a hard-tutting 
vemment campaign, which 
included televirion advertise- 
ments featuring a young man 
left severely disabled in a car 
crash after he drank and drove. 

He predicted there would be 
a nationwide debate on whether 
the legal limit for drink should 
be reduced. Andrew Howard, 
head of road safety at the AA, 
yesterday blamed Britain’s 
drink-drive problem on “a small 
minority of motorists who con- 
tinue to ignore the legal limit 
and deliberately flout the law. 

Despite the fall of 8 per 
cent, it is hard to judge the im- 
pact of this year’s campaign as 
few police fences provided com- 
parisons with previous years. In 
some cases mops in the num- 
ber of positive tests were be- 
cause fewer motorists were 
breathalysed. 

There were increases in the 
number of positive tests com- 
pared with last year in Devon 
and Cornwall. North Yorkshire, 
Thames Valley, Hampshire, 
Durham, and Lancashire. In the 
Metropolitan police area posi- 
tive tests were up to 550 from 
812 the previous year. 


Drink-driving in five major police areas 


GREATER MANCHESTER: 53 road accidents relaterito 
drink-driving; The number of motorists over the limit'- > i -it... 
dropped from 352 last year tn 336. ... • 

MERSEYSIDE: A total of 36 drivers were positive out of 
3,223 tested - a rate of only U. per cent. ' . 
METROPOLITAN POLICE: Number faffing the breathalyser 
rose from 812 to 850. There were 135 alcohol-related.-; :. 
real accidents. ” 

SOUTH YORKSHIRE:.26 accidents were caused by; drunk 
drivers. Police recorded 95 positive tests oomparechwito: 

94 the previous year. 

WEST MIDLANDS: 189 people were found to be over . _. 
the limit in 1,026 tests. Last year, 252 motorists ware . . 
arrested from 1,577 breathalyser tests. • ' : 


St Paul’s shooting: Police feared riot over incident involving murder suspects 



St Paul’s residents outside a post office near the murder scene yesterday 


Photograph: Christopher Jones 



MICHAEL PRESTAGE 

The gunmen who shot dead a 
father of three who tried to in- 
tervene in a street robbery bad 
earlier been seen brandishing 
pistols in a nightclub. 

But police called to the Mil- 
lionaires Chib cm the edge of the 
St Paul's district of Bristol 
where the killing took place at 
7am on New Year's Day, de- 
cided against taking action 
because of fears the hundreds 
of revellers would riot if the all- 
night dance was closed down. 


Officers investigating the 
death of Evon Berry are tar- 
geting those who were at the 
nightclub. Senior detectives 
have expressed concern at the 
lack of co-operation police on 
the night received from the or- 
ganisers of the dance. It is un- 
derstood they failed to help 
police identity the armed men. 

That lack of help is in marked 
contrast to the public response 
since the shooting of Mr Berry, 
37, a well known local figure and 
caretaker at the Malcolm X 
Centre in St Paul’s. He had been 


returning home after clearing 
up .at the centre’s New Yfearpar- 
tywhenhe happened across the 
robbery in Sussex Place. He died 
from a single shot to the head 
fired from a 32 pistoL 
Police hope the shooting - 
and the wounding of two broth- 
ers aged 36 and 39, who were 
with Mr Berry, and have not 
been identified - will lead to 
stranger ties between the police 
and the community shocked by 
this latest inddenL 
One senior officer said: "This 
is clearly a tragedy for the fam- 


ily and a great disappointment 
for a community that has 
worked hard to overcome its 
poor image nationally. ~We hope 
that out of this the local com- 
munity will grow in strength and 
greater links with the local po- 
lice- will be forged." 

Community leaders have 
been liaising with the police and 
it is believed the gunmen were 
from out of the area and had 
been attracted to St Raufs for 
the New Year festivities. The 
mugging victim, who has not 
been named but is from 


Southampton, was also in Bris- 
tol socialising. Police have dis- 
counted reports that the 
gunmen were from the Moss 
Side area of Manchester. 

Although the shooting is the 
third incident involving firearms 
in St Paul’s in the past month, 
police were frying to play dawn 
the apparent rise of a gun cul- 
ture allied to the drugs trade in 
the area. A senior officer said 
shootings and possession of 
firearms in St Paul’s were rare 
compared witb areas in London, 
Manchester and Liverpool. 


Man charged with 
fourth murder 

A North Wdes cinema propri- 
etor accused of murdering three 
men last month was further 
charg ed yesterday with kilting a 
fourth man in September. 

Peter Moore -who operates 
the. Focus group of cinemas in 
Holyhead, Ba^fit, Denbigh and 
Blaenau Ffestiniog - wa* 
charged with murdering Hen- 
ry Roberts, 56, fa Caeigeitiog. 
Anglesey, between 22-and 25 
September. Mr Moore, 49. of 
Kfromel Bay, is also accused of 
killing Edward Carthy. 28. of 
Birkenhead, Keith Randles, 49, 
of Chester, and 'fony Davies, 40. 
of lysfeen. Cohwyn Bay magis- 
trates remanded him fa custody. 

Rail crossing death 

A woman died and her son was 
hurt when a train crashed into 
their car on a rail crossing fa Ec- 
des, Greater Manchester. Jean 
Moore, 62, from Audenshaw. 
and her son Michael, 26, were 
hit tw a Rochdale to Liverpool 
“sprinter” train as they tried to 
cross the tracks in an area of iso- 
lated farmland. An investigation 
is under way. 

300,000 homes lost 

A total of 300,000 homes have 
been repossessed since John 
Major became Prime Minister 
in November 1990, Labour 
claimed yesterday, two-thirds of 
them since he declared fa De- 
cember 1991 that the problem 
had “stopped”. Labour said it 
was was preparing a new pack- 
age of rights for home owners 
aimed at cutting repossessions. 

Fraud couple jailed 

A council official and her hus- 
band who pocketed £109,000 in 
a bousing benefits fraud were 
each jailed for two and a half 
years at the Old Bailey. Sheena 
and SbakQ Khan, both 31, from 
Ilford, east London, invented a 
series of bogus claimants and 
landlords to defraud Newham 
and Waltham Forest councils. 

Burning desire 

Two hundred and fifty men 
have applied for three vacancies 
at Tower Colliery fa Mid Glam- 
organ and all undertook to pul 
up £8,000 to become share- 
holders fa the workers’ co-op- 
erative which took over the pit 
a year ago, Tyrone O’Sullivan, 
lel director and former 
secretary, said. 
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Now we’re talking mortgages. 


Quote 
ref: IN20 


A -jute' ei ample of a £60.000 «wp, 1 nwMacje o«* 25 yun OOU montt&l on a property valued at £ 100,000 iy initial nomsnai inte r e s t rate 5.74% and qius monthly 

payment £287 00 met monthly (wymeni £265.47) tor months from completion APR « 5.9%. After the initial 2 year period d* tmerast rate reverts to the lenders standard 
variable mortsuge Dm rare Sital amount payable £146.100 00 interest rain may reiy but no at count of any variation is taken to this example. Met monthly payments may 
show the benefit o> ta» rehef at t5"» under the MIRAS system on £30.000 of the mortgage The property will be mortgaged as security for the loan, loans are not available to 
oetums unde* 18 years d age All mortgages are subject to status and valuation. Vttipen quotations are available upon request If you do redeem your mortgage wnhm the first 
3 years, a charge eowafenr » 5% of the amount redeemed early becomes payable The mongage is My portable and no charge b made « your move home and take the 
same mortgage scheme with the lender on the same terms Rates are correct and funds available at omc of printing. 
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Cobma! Direct represents the Colonial Mutual Marketing Group which is regulated by the Personal investment Authority we can advise you only m our products Far your 
added seemly an telephone calk will be recorded and the recording kept secure 

Colonial Dretf. CoteMl Mutual House. Chatham Maritime. Kent. ME4 4YY. 
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Dewar dampens Labour hopes 


JOHN RENTOUL 

Political Correspondent 

Donald Dewar, Labour's chief 
whip, yesterday tried to damp- 
en expectations of a Commons 
defeat for the Government over 
a £900tn windfall from the self- 
employed, in votes on the 
Finance BUI fa coming weeks. 

Andrew Smith, Labour Trea- 
sury spokesman, on Monday 
highlighted the “hidden tax 
bombshell" in the Budget, 
which would put an extra tax 
charge on self-employed people, 
leaving many small-business 
owners facing much larger bills. 

Labour hopes that toe mea- 
sure «ill offend small business 
supporters on the Conservative 
backbenches, but tried to play 
down the prospects of enticing 
Tories into the Opposition 
lobbies. 



Dewar: Plans ‘lively time’ 


Mr Dewar, who was ap- 
pointed in October by the 
Labour leader, Tbrry Blair, to 
oversee the possible transition 
to government, plans to set 
several further traps for the 
Government in forthcoming 
parliamentary business. 


In addition to the tax rise for 
the self-employed, the Finance 
Bin to be published tomorrow 
is likely to contain measures to 
enact toe recommendations of 
the Greenbmy committee on di- 
rectors’ pay and perks. Several 
Tory MPs have been unhappy at 
the Government’s handling of 
toe issue. Rjrther votes on rail 
privatisation and European 
fisheries policy could also pose 
risks for John Major. 

Mr Dewar promised to give 
the Government a “very lively 
time" as its majority dwindles. 
“But it still has an overall ma- 
jority,” he added. “A Conserv- 
ative MP with a 10,000 majority 
has every incentive to keep the 
Government going because oth- 
erwise he joins the unemploy- 
ment queue ... But we’re going 
to give them a very lively time 


in the Commons.” 


Emma Nicholson’s defection 
to the Liberal Democrats has 
cut the majority to three, 
expected to fall to one after 
by-elections. But if the indepen- 
dent Tbry Sir Richard Body sup- 
ports the Government its 
majority will remain at three. 

Labour tried to turn attention 
to the "campaign in the coun- 
try”, as John Prescott, the 
deputy leader, set off to launch 
an offensive fa the Staffordshire 
South East by-election. 

The by-election, caused by 
the death of former Tory whip 
Sir David Lightbowu, provides 
Labour - fa second place at the 
last election - with a highly 
winnable seat. The majority is 
much smaller than that in mid- 
Staffords hire, which Labour 
won in toe last parliament, and 
is comparable to Chat fa Dud- 
ley West, won easily fa 1994. 


The answers to your tax questions 


Q 


What is self-assessment? 


A You the taxpayer, rather 
ZTlthan toe taxman, assess 
how much tax you owe, so en- 
abling the Revenue to save 
thousands of jobs and at least 
JSOOmayear. The Revenue wO, 
however, work out the amounts 

payable if you wish. 


Roger Trapp and John Rentoul explain 
how tax seif-assessment will work 


to file atax return and the Rev- 
enue turns its attention to catch- 
ing tax avoiders and evaders. 


When wOI it be intro- 
duced? 


Q 


Who will it affect? 


VS 


A Potentially about 9 milli on 
/^people will be' affected, 
largely toe self-employed and 
employed people with tax affairs 
that are more complicated than 
average - typically those who 
are higher rate taxpayers or 
have substantial investment in- 
come. Thx experts expect that 
eventually we wiU fbOow the US, 
where just about everybody has 




Q 

A April 1997, but some of toe 
xVfeatures involved with the 
new system already apply to 
businesses that began trading on 
or after 6 April 1994 - toe year 
toe concept was launched. 


Q 


Wffl a self-employed per- 
son pay more in tax? 


toe previous year’s income to 
paying it tin the current year's 
income. This tax hike is a one- 
off effect of the shift, and the 
Revenue will give people some 
relief at the time of- the 
but it will cause 
low problems for many 
small businesses. Small busi- 
nesses will also face increased 
regulatory burdens in dealing 
with toe seftassessment regime, 
■which some experts put at more 
than £100m a year. 


of switching from taxing the pre- 
vious year's income to taxing toe 
current year’s will boost toe Ex- 
chequer’s revenue by nearly 
£lbn. In effect, part of people \ 
tax liabilities is being brought 
forward by a year. 


Q 


Is this fair? 



Yes; if their income is ris- 
from one year to toe 
nest In the 1997-98 financial 
year, self-employed people will 
also switch from paying tax on 


'V 


Q 


Bow will the Tfcasury gain 
the £90Qm? 


A The Treasury estimates 
that, because self-em- 
ployed people’s earnings are in- 
creasing year by year, the effect 




A Accountants Ernst & 
Young recently called for a 
pause fa toe process arguing 
that it is not. It is a subsidy to 

the Government, they said! ef- 

fectively b ringing forward future 
tax liabilities. On toe other 
hand, the existing system is 
something of a perk for the sell, 
employed, because their tax 
payments are . delayed by a t 
least a year, while employees 
have;tax deducted from their 
earmiuss as to ey are pai d 

. fading article, page 12 
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Pursuit of £40m jackpot fuels lottery fever 


REBECCA FOWLER 

JS-jn«BSS3 

as lotteiyrSaSa 
gnpped lie nation. 

week 30 nullloQ 

crease of between 30 per cent 

£ fip** ■ -fajita 

with everyone following the 

jackpot. It’s what peo P ,e S need 

to start the New Year with a 
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IT COULD BE YOU. 
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55* . ■ £168m 

Cafifornfa £76.5m 

Perms y*vania £74.5m 
Wisconsin £71.6m 

Rorida £68. 7m 

Nebraska £65.2m 

German y £ 17m 

bang,” said a spokeswoman for 
Camelot, the National Lottery 
operator. 

. , Tbe jackpot, which is a dou- 
ble rollover, is currently £33ra. 
bul the extra sales are expect- 
ed to boost it by a further £7m. 
despite criticism from the 
Oiurch of England that it is too 
high. The previous highest jack- 
pot was £2Z5m, shared by two 
double glazing salesmen. 

At Mead's newsagents in the 
City of London, sales were up 
dramatically, “We've already 
seen a 40 per cent rise already, 
and all the extra tickets have 
been prompted by the big jack- 
pot/ It's a very attractive thin g 
to a lot of people out there.” 
said a ticket-seller, Neil Mehta. 
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Could it be you?: This week’s lottery jackpot may rise to £40m with extra ticket sales generated by the double rollover 


Spar, the supermarket chain, 
was also set for an influx of lot- 
tery ticket buyers. “The real test 
is going to be the weekend, but 
the interest tins week is obvi- 
ously very high, and we’re ex- 
pecting an increase of between 
35 per cent and 40 per cent,” 
said a Spar spokesman. 

The record sales for the lot- 


tery so far were £78m last week, 
with 5.1 million tickets sold in 
a single hour last Saturday af- 
ternoon . It would take sales of 
£1 13m at Britain's 19,000 out- 
lets this week for the jackpot to 
rise to£40m. 

But the Church of England 
has condemned the prize as 
“obscene”, and cl aims the lot- 


tery has turned Britain into a na- 
tion of gamblers and hopeless 
dreamers. 

“This jackpot shows even 
more strongly than ever how the 
lottery is encouraging false 
hopes, and people are relying on 
the lottery to solve all their 
problems ... a flutter is fine, but 
the lottery has gone way beyond 


that,” said a Church of England 
spokesman. 

The church has prompted 
calls for prizes to be capped and 
spread out among more people, 
or for Britain to follow the 
American example of paying 
our trig wins in annual portions 
rather ihan a h»np sum. 

“There have to be a very large 


number of people who have 
bought tickets and not seen a re- 
turn, or very little, audit would 
be much more attractive to 
have a lottery that paid out 
medium level prizes to a lot 

more people,” said Patrick Boy- 

Jan, professor of arts polity at 
City University in London. 
The Department of Nation- 


al Heritage was fending off 
criticism of the prize amount 
with a new campaign this week 
to encourage more community 
groups to apply for grants from 
the lotteiy good causes fond. 

For man y of those who have 
won the larger jackpots, mon- 
ey certainly has not bought 
happiness. Mark Gardiner, who 


Photograph: Edward Webb 

shared the £225m prize with his 
business partner last April, said 
it ruined his life. 

All winners have struggled to 
maintain privacy. Only 20 per 
cent of jackpot winners have 
opted to go public, compared 
with 50 per cent in Ireland, but 
many have failed to disguise 
their new-found fortunes. 


Sainsbury’s steps up price war 


NIGEL COPE 

Salisbury's escalated the su- 
permarket war yesterday when 
it launched a price-cutting cam , 
paign. as figures showed that its 
market share was still declining. 

Its challenge comes a few 
days after Iceland, the frozen 
food retailer, said it was cutting 
some prices to 1986 levels. And 
yesterday Asda stepped up its 
campaign for cheaper medicines 
with a legal challenge to the 
price-fixing agreement which 
covers non-prescription drugs. 

Tim MacNeaiy, supermarket 
analyst at the stockbroker 
Nat West Securities, expected 
other supermarkets to bit back 
at Sainsbuxy's move: “1 can't be- 
lieve rivals are going to sit 
there and do nothing.” Tesco 
and Safeway held strategy meet- 
ings yesterday to decide on 
their response. But Salisbury's 
attack is not expected to trigger 
an all-out price war. “This is not 
a price war. it is just another 
skirmish.” Mr MacNeary said. 

Sainsbury's has been consis- 
tently outflanked by Tesco and 
Asda. which have launched ag- 
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Cheap tills: Supermarkets have been skirmishing with a variety of promotional weapons 


gressive price promotions. 
However, the group played 
down price-war fears, saying it 
was simply trying to “counter 
the post-Christmas bhies” by 
cutting the price of 200 product 
lines by up to 50 per cent dur- 


ing January. The offer includes 
2_5kg bags of potatoes down 
from £139 to 69p and Sains- 
bury’s Red Label teabags, re- 
duced from £1.75 to £1.15. 
Sainsbuxy’s says that the pro- 
motion wfli save customeis£20 


on a typical weekly shopping 
basket of £70. 

Rivals criticised the cam- 
paign as little more than a gim- 
mick. Tesco said: “All the things 
Sainsbuxy's are doing we are do- 
ing already.” Asda said the 


campaign was “shorfrtenaprice 
gimmickry” and said surreys 
consistency, showed a to be the 
lower-cost supermarket. 

Figures released yesterday fcy 
the AGB research group for the 
four weeks to 17 December 
show Tesco as the market leader 
with a 21 percent share, up 22 
per cent an fast year. Samsfatny’s 
fell to 19.4 per cent, whSe Asda 
and Safeway, m third and fourth 
places, also recorded gains over 
the year. 

Sainsb iny's is expected to 
offer other deals this year to try 
to regain ground lost to rivals 
which have launched loyalty 
cards and other campaigns. 
One analyst said: “We are 
expecting the big one from 
Sainsbury’s but tins isn't it.” 

Elsewhere, retailers report- 
ed a strong start to January 
sales. The British Retail Con- 
sortium said sales were strong 
in clothing, linen and electrical 
goods; larger retailers were do- 
ing better than smaller shops. 
London stores reported hordes 
of overseas customers, attract- 
ed by lower prices and a 
favourable exchange rale. 


Man in burglary death 
case ‘scarred for life’ 


Banned driver went shopping in JCB 


A man who went on a shopping 
trip with a 22£t-long JCB digger, 

after he had been banned tom 
driving, was yesterday jailed 
for five months. 

Andrew Morns, 27; an 
unemployed former construc- 
tion worker, parked the digger 
in a zone which was reserved for 
disabled vehicles' at an Asda. 
store in Wikefidd, West York- 
shire. 

Morris then went made to do 
some shopping, leaving the JCB 


digger blocking the cars outride 
the supermarket, magistrates 
at Morley, near Leeds, were 
told. 

Morris, of Healey Drive, 
Ossett, West Yorkshire, was 
banned from -driving at the 
time. However, he smd that he 
did not know that the ban in- 
cluded diggers. 

- Morris admitted driving 
while disqualified and was 
banned fen a further year and' 
jailed for five months. 


Startled shoppers alerted the 
police when Morris arrived at 
the store with three other peo- 
ple last July. 

His solicitor, Phillip Howell, 
told the court that Morris, who 

»S^eari§had no idea that 
his driving ban extended to all 
vehicles. 

He adde*£ “He thought it was 
safe to drive it on the toads and 
that he wasn’t doing anything 
wrong. If he’d known, he’d nev- 


er have been on the road with 
the JCB.” 

Mr Howe# said that although 
Morris did not need a driving 
licence or insurance to use the 
digger for a job he was due to 
start, repairing parts of a 
motorway, he needed them 
both to dnve it privately on pub- 
lic reads. Morris also pleaded 
guilty to driving while not hav- 
ing insurance and admitted two 
other charges of driving a car 
while disqualified. 



Morris: Thou git it was safe 


A businessman released with- 
out charge aft er a fatal struggle 
with a burglar wept yesterday as 
he told how his experience has 
left him scarred for life. 

Niki os Baungartner. 53, of 
Victoria Avenue, Ockbrook, 

Derby, was speaking for the first 

time since the death of Robert 
Ingham, a 22-year-old unem- 
ployed man front Derby, at Mr 
Baungartner’s five-bedroom 
bouse on Saturday afternoon. 

At a press conference at the 
office of his solicitor Stuart 
Barlow, Mr Baungartner shuf- 
fled in with a plaster cast mi one 
wrist and a black eye suffered 
in the struggle at his borne. 
Asked wfiat effect Mr Ingham's 
death had had, he replied: “1 will 
never be a man again.” 

He broke down as his solic- 
itor explained that although 
police had released him last 
night without charge, papers 
were being forwarded to the 
Crown Prosecution Service for 
consideration. Mr Barlow said 
his dient codd therefore answer 
no questions concerning the in- 
cident or his feelings towards 
Derbyshire Police and their 
treatment of him. 

Mr Baungartner, a well- 
known local businessman who 
runs a business laying tennis 
courts around the country, de- 
scribed his injuries to the press, 
saying be hadsuffered a broken 
wrist and still ached all over 
from his ordeaL 

His solicitor said: “Mr Baun- 
gartner was detained in hospi- 
tal for a short period having 
sustained various injuries to 
himself. Mr Baungartner at- 
tended at Ilkeston police station 
on Monday 1 January 1996 as 
a volunteer where tie has as- 
sisted the police with their in- 



Niklos Baungartner: i win never be a man again* 


vestiga lions. He was not ar- 
rested. MrBanngaTtner has ex- 
perienced a terrifying ordeal 
and asks that his privacy and 
that of his wife be respected by 
all members of the press in or- 
der that be can make as speedy 
a recovery as possible.” 

A post-mortem examination 
on Mr Ingham has revealed that 
he died from a neck injury con- 
sistent with Mr Baungartner’s 

description of the struggle, 
which ended with the dead 
man lying on his driveway as he 
ran to neighbours for help. 
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Women on HRT ‘enjoy much longer lives’, study shows 


GLENDA COOPER 

Women who use hormone re- 
placement therapy (HRT) to 
treat the menopause can look 
forward to substantially longer 
lives, according to a new study. 

Doctors in the US have dis- 
covered; a 46 per cent drop in 
death rates among women who 
take the oestrogen-replacement 
pill, largely because of the pro- 
tection icpiuvidcs against heart 
attacks and strokes. 


The report in tire latest edi- 
tion of the^Dneriiran Journal of 
Obstreticsand Gynecology eval- 
uated the medical history of 454 
women in Oakland, Califor- 
nia, born between 1900 and 
1915 and compared the fortunes 
of those who started oestrogen 
HRT and those who did noL 
About half the group - 232 
used oestrogen therapy for at 
least a year starting in 1969 and 
an age-matched group of 222 
were non-users. Among those 


women who did not use HRT 
there were 87 deaths from all 
causes. Among the HRT users, 
there were 53. deaths. 

"The overall benefit of lo'ng- 
term oestrogen use is large and 
positive," the study found, not- 
ing that women who use this 
"relatively inexpensive drug can 
substantially reduce their over- 
all risk of dying premalurdy"- 

Overall mortality rate for 
users was 46 per cent below that 
of non-users, said Dr Bruce Et- 


tinger, lead author of the re- 
search. and most of the bene- 
fit was connected to preventing 
heart attack and stroke, the 
leading (tillers of women. 

For coronary heart disease, 
HRT users had a 60 per cent re- 
duction in mortality risk. For 
■ other cardiovascular problems, 
such as stroke, the HKT users 
had a 73 per cent reduction in 
mortality. The study also com- 
pared the death rale from can- 
cer and from all other causes. 


and Dr Ettinger said: “There 
was no statistically significant 
difference." 

There was a slightly higher 
rate of breast cancer death 
among oestrogen users, he said, 
but tins was statistically offset 
by a slightly lower rate of death 
from lung cancer. 

“What is unique about this 
study is that it is a long-term 
observational examination of 
two groups that are closely 
matched," Dr Ettinger said. 


Oestrogen-users in the study 
started taking the hormone be- 
fore it whs known that the drug 
had any major health benefits. 
Dr Ettinger said. “They were 
tairmo the drug back then to 
treat hot flushes caused by- 
menopause," he said. Only lat- 
er did doctors begin to recog- 
nise that oestrogen had other 
medical benefits. 

Now the hormone is being 
prescribed to treat or prevent 
a variety of conditions, includ- 


ing osteoporosis, a bone- 

thinning disorder. • __ 

In the past the use of HRT 
has been controversial with 

claims that h could cause breast 

cancer. But roost doctors believe 
that HKTs benefits outweigh 

the rids, as it also steps extreme 
mood swings, depression, bladc- 

outs and memory toss. _ 

Famous users of HRT indude 
Baroness Thatcher, Teresa Gor- 
man MP, and the actresses Joan 
Collins and Kate O’Mara. 


The Labour MP Alice Ma- 
hon said it was an “exciting de- 
velopment** and called for the 
Parliamentary Health Select 
Committee to look into the 
findings. 

Joan Jenkins, founder pres- 
ident of the charity Women's 
Health Concern, said: “Too few 
women are taking HRT Only 10 
per cent of eligible women who 
are oestrogen deficient are tak- 
ing it and more women need to 
be told of its benefits." 


Nicholas Timmins talks to the man chosen to regulate public appointments Missing women: Student s parents draw a 

blank as police step up searches at home 



Fears grow for 
backpacker lost 
in Thailand 


Tough task: Sir Len Peach will have responsibility for appointments to 9,000 jobs in 1,000 public bodies 


Sir Len Peach, the first Com- 
missioner for Public Appoint- 
ments wiih responsibility for 
9.000 jobs in 1. ODD public' bod- 
ies. look office a week before 
Christmas. By the end of the 
month he hopes to produce the 
draft of new guidance on how 
public appointments should be 
handled, a process he will mon- 
itor. regulate and approve while 
ministers remain responsible 
for the appointments. 

His remit could cover up to 
2000 appointments a year in or- 
ganisations ranging from NHS 
trusts to the Medical and five 
other research councils, the 
Housing Corporation. English 
Heritage and the higher and fur- 
ther education funding councils. 
Between them, they spend 
around £4Ubn of public money. 
The need, he says, as defined by 
the. recommendation of the 
Nolan committee, is to “re- 
inforce public confidence in 
holders of public office". 

His office Is dominated by 
three themes - transparency, 
balance, and merit - but also by 
the need to ensure that the costs 
of making appointments in a 
more open and accountable 
way do not outweigh the bene- 
fits" or discourage applicants. 


King of the quangos 
prepares for power 


To that, he adds his own 
agenda of making the appoint- 
ments system “less sluggish and 
more efficient", ft is a desire 
bom of a wide experience of 
both the private and public 
sectors that has included 30 
years with IBM, much of them 
as director of personnel and cor- 
pora te affairs, ro becoming the 
first chief executive of the NHS 
in 1 986 and sitting on a host of 
government and private sector 
boards since, the most recent of 
which has been as chairman of 
the embattled Police Com- 
plaints Authority since 1992. 

The job follow s on the wide- 
spread perception that after 
16 years of Tory rule, appoint- 
ments have become politically 
biased and unbalanced, with the 
new class of “quangocrats” 
dominated by white, profes- 
sional, male, middle-aged busi- 
nessmen or company directors. 


The verdict of Lord Nolan's 
committee on standards in pub- 
lic life on this matter might be 
summed up as “not proven", 
while finding sufficient grounds 
for concern to recommend Sir 
Len’s appointment. Part of 
Nolan's difficulty in reaching a 
conclusion was the lack of in- 
formation. No central register 
exists of those appointed. Un- 
til now, no political affiliations 
have had to be declared. 

People were found holding 
four, five or even more posts 
across various forms of quango 
from the ministerially appoint- 
ed “non-departmenta) executive 
bodies" forwhtch Sir Len is re- 
sponsible to more arm's-length 
public entities such as Training 
Education Councils, universities 
and urban development cor- 
porations. whose work Sir Len 
does not cover. A few appeared 
to hold appointments that 


required more time than there 
were days in the week. 

Much of this. Sir Len has 
been put there to change. Po- 
litical activity ( though not par- 
ly membership) over the past 
five years will be recorded. 
Government departments and 
Sir Len will publish annual re- 
ports on appointments and the 
operation of the system. 

“There is." he said, “an ad- 
vantage in some people doing 
several jobs. There is an inter- 
relationship between some of 
the quangos. But if people are 
holding two jobs in non- 
departmental executive bodies 
and five jobs elsewhere, my 
concern is ‘do they have the 
time to do the two?’. That's an 
assessment that must be made 
and can be addressed." 

Appointments bad to be 
made on merit, lie said. And 
amid charges that quangos have 


Photograph: Peter Macdiermid 

become dominated by "the cult 
of the businessman", he ac- 
knowledges the need for bal- 
ance. “AVe have been through a 
phase where there has. quite 
rightly, been an emphasis on ef- 
fectiveness and efficiency. Now 
it is important to make sure thai 
we gel the balance right." 

His own record here is en- 
couraging. The Police Com- 
plaints Authority is composed 
of nine men and five women, 
with three members from the 
ethnic minorities - a make-up 
that at least reflects the fact thai 
18 per cent of complaints come 
from the ethnic minorities de- 
spite them making up only 5 per 
cent of the population. 

But cost may prove a limit- 
ing factor on how transparent 
the new system will become. 
Some MPs and academics 
would like to see a cemral 
database, as opposed to a clutch 
of annual reports, which the 
public could check. “]f it is to 
be done, then there will have to 
be sufficient money to actually 
to do it". As yet, there is noL It 
is an issue that MBs on the new 
Standards and Privileges Com- 
mittee is likely to raise when Sir 
Len appears before them for the 
first time later this month. 


STEVE BOGGAN 

Fears for the safety of a back- 
packer missing in Thailand 
grew yesterday when her par- 
ents, who have flown out to 
search for her, declared that 
they had “drawn a blank". 

Jo Masheder. 23, was due to 
return home before Christmas 
but she did not board her flight 
and has not contacted her fam- 
ily since. Her father. Stuart, 
made an appeal yesterday for 
fellow trav ellers who may have 
met her to contact the police. 

Mr Masheder and his wife, 
Jackie, are staying on Ko Samui, 
one of a group ~of islands 400 
miles south of Bangkok, to 
which Miss Masheder was 
thought to have been heading 
before her disappearance. 

He told BBC Radio 4's To- 
day programme that he be- 
lieved his daughter had been in 
northern Thailand at the be- 
ginning of December and had 
move cf south as the month pro- 
gressed. She had already visit- 
ed Canada. Australia. New 
Zealand and Fiji alone after 
completing her law exams at 
York University. 

He said he had spoken to nu- 
merous locals but thought that 
they might have had difficulty 
fa remembering the features of 
Westerners. 

“They probably think we all 
look quite similar, and distin- 
guishing relatively subtle dif- 
ferences between people three 
weeks after they've seen them 
is extremely difficult," he said 



Jo Masheder: No dues 

“Wr’re just trying to use our 
best judgment, based on what 
we know of Jo's intentions _ but 
so far we have drawn a complete 
blank." 

British police, who are liais- 
ing with their counterparts at In- 
terpoL have issued a description 
of Miss Masheder in the hope 
that a returning holidaymaker 
might remember her. 

. “Jo is very tall and we are 
hoping someone will remember 
seeing her," said lnsa Colin 
Cope of Macclesfield police. 
She is slim with afair complex- 
ion and has light brown hair 
which she wears in a long bob 
style or a pony-tail 
'While travelling, she was 
wearing jeans or shorts and 
T-shirts. She was carrying a 
blue 75-litre rucksack. 

Mis Masheder last spoke to 
her daughter on 7 December, 
when she was in the northern 


Thai region around the city of 
Chiapg Mai. Since then, a 
friend in England received a 
postcard from her from 
Bangkok, but her family has not 
been contacted, even though 
she missed her flight. 

Meanwhile, in England, de- 
tectives searching for 18-year- 
old Louise Smith, who went 
missing early on Christmas Day 
after a leaving Spirals club in 
Yate, near Bristol, said they re- 
mained “baffled" by her disap- 
pearance. 

Officers from Avon and 
Somerset Police who ques- 
tioned guests at the dub on Sun- 
day said they received useful 
information * but no positive 
leads to help find Miss Smith, 
a clerical assistant 

Justin Panetta, 22, a friend 
who last saw her alive, was 
able to tell police that she was 
driven off in a blue Ford Fies- 
ta by a dark-haired woman 
called Emma. A police 
spokesman said officers had 
so far been unable to trade down 
the Fiesta or the woman. 

Police leading the hunt for 
the murderer of the French 
accountancy student Celine 
Figard 19, are being helped by 
hauliers across the country, 
who are checking the records of 
movements of their white Mer- 
cedes-Benz lorries. 

Celine was last seen alive tak- 
ing a lift from the driver of such 
a lorry at Chieveley services at 
the junction of the M4 and the 
A34 near Newbury, Berkshire, 
two weeks ago. 


Mystery over mother who 
disappeared from party 


Nurses replace doctors in 24-hour calls trial 


GLENDA COOPER 

A new system in which nurses 
answer oul-of-hours calls to 
ease the burden on family doc- 
tors will be tested for the first 
time this month. 

Demand for out-of-hours 
primary medical care has 
quadrupled in the last 25 years 
according to the Royal College 
of Nursing which is supporting 


the research at Southampton 
University'. 

A telephone service which 
offers oul-of-hours medical ad- 
vice to patients will be given a 
year's trial in Salisbury. British 
Telecom has provided a grant of 
£270,000. 

Under the system, patients 
will be able to call their normal 
surgery number and speak to a 
nurse about a health problem, 


even in the middle of the night. 
The nurse will assess the call and 
gjve health advice using agreed 
clinical guidelines. If needed, or 
demanded by the patient, a 
doctor will be called. 

Jt is hoped that that it will 
help family doctors faced with 
ever increasing demands for ex- 
pert advice from patients out- 
side norma] surgery hours. 
Doctors estimate that half the 


night calls they receive could be 
dealt with on the telephone. 

In September the Govern- 
ment pul togelhcta £45m pack- 
age to equip primary care 
centres for night and weekend 
visits after doctors had threat- 
ened industrial , action over 
night visits. Similar telephone 
services are already common in 
such countries as Canada, Swe- 
den and the United States. 


“There are two potential 
benefits*" said Dr Steve George, 
senior lecturer in public health 
medicine at Southampton Uni- 
versity. “It may reduce visits by 
half which consequently bene- 
fits the people doctors do visit 
as they will be able to get there 
quicker. And those who do not 
really need losee ihe doctor can 
ring up for advice to set their 
mind at rest." 


A 39-vear-old mother of two 
was still missing yesterday after 
vanishing from a restaurant 
during a family birthday cele- 
bration, writes Steve Boggan. 

Sharon Hammond has not 
been seen since she excused her- 
self in between her starter and 
main course and asked a wait- 
ress for directions to the 
women's lavatory’ at Blubecker's 
restaurant in Chobham, Surrey. 

Relatives raised the alarm 
within 20 minutes of her failure 
to return, but all that remained 
was a shoe on a cricket ground 
behind the restaurant. A fami- 
ly member has since identified 
the black, high-heeled stiletto as 
hers. 

Police will today launch an 
inch-bv-inch search of the vil- 
lage in a bid to find Out what 
happened to her. Attempts to 
use a helicopter with heat-seek- 
ing equipment have so far been 
stymied by poor conditions. 


Mrs Hammond, from Fleet, 
Hampshire, had travelled to the 
restaurant last Friday in her own 
car to meet her husband. Col- 
in, who arrived separately from 
work. She joined the party of 40 
friends and relatives and sat 
down to eat at about 8pm. 

It is understood she bad had 
only one drink before her dis- 
appearance and had been in 
good spirits. One guest at the 
party said she simply asked for 
directions to the ladies and 
never returned 

Detective Chief Inspector 
Keith Rogers of Surrey police 
said there were growing con- 
cerns for her safety because of 
the weather conditions on the 
night she vanished. 

“It was -5C, the coldest night 
we have bad so far, and Mrs 
Hammond was wearing only a 
short black dress and a bolero 
jacket,” he said “That would be 
ideal for a party, but not for out- 


door in such cold weather.” He 
said police had no clear evi- 
dence that foul play w as in- 
volved and he was keeping an 
open mind “Thousands of peo- 
ple go missing every year, some 
of them in very strange cir- 
cumstances, so we are not jump- 
ing to conclusions." 

However, officers will be de- 
ployed in a systematic search to- 
day “starting from the back 
door of the restaurant and fan- 
ning out", said Mr Rogers. 

An incident room was set up 
near the scene yesterday. Offi- 
cers have been given one re- 
ported sighting of a woman 
wearing similar clothes to Mrs 
Hammond in Chobham on Fri- 
day night. 

Last night. Mr Hammond 
said he remained hopeful his 
wife was safe. “I am trying to 
maintain a positive frame of 
mind" he said “I just have to 
.keep thinking positively.” 
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Novels, biographies and poems: The five winners in the Whitbread Awards 


2% Wo«* J* t °sZ‘ 

*>y Salman Rushrita 9 * 





First novel 

Behind the Scenes at the Museum 

by Kate Atkinson 


SKsessj - 


C'jtfca' view: “AS that the 
^derinigfTt hope tor is 

inSS&SISr 

-MakxAnBrad- 


view: “An out- 
^Jg^book ri an exoei- 


fteattaM &y-- Afcnost zero 



Author's biography: Bom 
in York in 19S1; fres to Ed* 
intxAgh with two daugh- 
ters; former chambermaid 
and home help 


Plot Tate erf fcfcy Lennox, 
grudgingly conceived by 
Burtty. wr» raaly wants to 
beVWtentdgh 


.vAlt AlKINbUN 
1 Behind the ii- 

ut irje k.')iu>ci4ii| 



Critic*’ view “Without • 
doubt one of the finest nov* 
stef have read for' 

— Mary Loudoa 
Times 


Judges’ view: ’’A wonder- 
fuly accessibte hugely 
readable and ahserfetog 
book* , 


Readability: ExceSent 


Children’s novel 

The Wreck of the Zanzibar 

by Michael Morpurgo 



Novel success: Salman Rushdie seems certain to claim a second Whitbread book prize Photograph: Mark Harrison 


Union’s shift to the left 
could embarrass Blair 


BARRIE CLEMENT 

Labour Editor 


Tony Blair faces a potentially 
embarrassing leftward shift by 
the public service union Unison, 
which is shortly to become the 
Labour Party's most powerful 
affiliate. 

A process was set in tram yes- 
terdav which is likely to result 
in the country's largest union as- 
suming the biggest block vote 
■at Labour's policy-making con- 
ferences. 

It is the first time that a pub- 
lic sector union has become the 
party’s biggest financial backer. 
From the first working day of 



the new ^ear members of the 


old local government union, 
Nalgo - one of three winch 
merged to form Unison - were 
a We to opt in to the new union's 
affiliated political fund. Until 
yesterday they had only been 
able to participate in uie old 
Nalgo account which was not 
linked to Labour. 

Insiders predict that there will 
be an influx into the affiliated 
fund of left-wing Nalgo ac- 
tivists who could tip the balance 
in critical votes. 

Unison officials have at- 
tempted to circumscribe the in- 


Rodney Bickerstaffe: Set 
for difficulties with Labour 


Quence of the far left by insist- 
ing that only Labour members 
can be elected to the regional 
and national committees of the 
affiliated fund. However, such 
a strategy will have a Smiled im- 
pact as many devotees of the 
hard left are also Labour Par- 
ty members. Labour’s policy- 
making annual conference 
often makes derisions on the ba- 
sis of the votes of a handful of 
delegates. While the share of 
the union vote at the annual 
conference will decrease from 


70 per cent to 50 per cent at this 
year' s assembly. Mr Blair's aides 
will be anxious to ensure that 
Unison is "on side” when im- 
portant decisions are made. 

Labour wiD also be faced with 
the prospect that for the first 
time in its history its largest 
affiliate will be a public sector 
organisation. Unison super- 
seding the largely private sec- 
tor unions, the GMB and the 
Transport and General. 

Unison will have a strong 
vested interest irr lobbying for 
enhanced public expenditure. A 
future Blair administration will 
be in the unusual position of 
controlling state spending at a 
time when the Labour Party's 
biggest financial backer is a di- 
rect beneficiary of such expen- 
diture through the payment of 
union subscriptions by public 
sector employees. 

Whhin the next few weeks se- 
nior Unison officials are due to 
Labour see key members of the 
Shadow Cabinet to urge that 
Labour begins to fill a policy 
void over public sector pay. 

The present government has 
kept the lid on the pay aspira- 
tions of public sector workers, 
but it is a moot point whether 
that w HI continue with Labour. 


There is also the question of the 
new leader of Unison. Rodney 
Biekeistaffe. former head of the 
blue-collar union Nupe, takes 
over as general secretary in 
March from Alan Jirtkinson. 

Mr Bickerstaffe could have a 
problematic relationship with 
Mr Blair. The general secretaiy- 
elect achieved national notori- 
ety as a senior official of Nupe 
during the grave diggers' strike 
in 1979 - the so-called “Winter 
of Discontent” which brought 
down the Iasi Labour govern- 
ment. 

Since that time, Mr Bicker- 
staffe has largely kept his po- 
litical head dow-n. As general 
secretary of Nupe, be allowed 
bis deputy 1 Tom Sawyer - now 
general secretary of the party - 
to shift the union from ils left- 
wing policies. 


While privately he argued in 
favour of Mr Blal 


Blair’s reform of 
Cause IV of the Labour con- 
stitution, he was forced in pub- 
lic to oppose it At the special 
conference last April he was ac- 
cused non-altributably by Mr 
Blair’s aides of making a “bit- 
ter little speech". 

Mr Bickerstaffe, Unison and 
the Labour Party have a diffi- 
cult course to steer. 


Meningitis fear 
as boy, 2, dies 


GLENDA COOPER 


A two-year-old boy died of sus- 
pected" meningitis and three 
other boys are believed to be 
suffering from the disease at the 
same hospital, it was revealed 
yesterday. 

The boy who died took, ill at 
home in Huvton, Merseyside, 
on Thursday afternoon and the 
farnfly doctor diagnosed a virus. 
His parents took him to Whis- 
ton Hospital that night when he 
developed red blotches on his 
siomocft. He died at 1 .jOam on 
Friday morning. Two three- 
vear-old boys we re improving at 
the hospital yesterday and an 
1 1 -year-old boy has been trans- 
ferred to .Alder Hey Children’s 
Hospital. Liverpool. 

The name of the boy who 


died has not been released. 
His father said yesterday: *My 
message to other parents is, if 
you are not sure, get them 
straight to hospital.” 

A spokeswoman for Whist on 
Hospital said the Public Health 
Laboratories had been alerted 
and found no evidence of a con- 
nection between the cases. 

The families and their con- 
tacts were being offered an- 
tibiotics. AD GPS in Merseyside 
areon alert and leaflets detail- 
ing symptoms were being riven 
ouL Parents were advised that 
symptoms include fever, irri- 
tability, restlessness, vomiting 
aversion to bright lights and a 
purplish rash. 

■ The National Meningitis 
Trust helpline can be contact- 
ed on 0345 53S IIS. 


£70m contract to run 
written driving test 


Details of the new written 
theory test for learner drivers 
were "released yesterday as a 
£70m contract was awarded to 
run the scheme. 

The Driving Standards 
Authority announced that a 
newly-formed company, Dri- 
veSafe Ltd, had won the five- 
year centraa for the written pan 
of the driving test From 1 July 
learners will have io sit the writ- 
ten test as well be examined on 
their practical driving skills. 

They will have to answer 35 
multiple-choice questions based 
on the Highway Code and road 
safety matter^ Tests will last 
about 40 minutes and will in- 
clude driver attitude, traffic 
signs, the effects of alcohol, 
drugs and fatigue and environ- 
mental aspects of vehicles. 


The fee for the theory test is 
expected to be £13 to £15. 

Drivers will have to pass the 
theory lest before they may take 
the on-road practical test, except 
during the first six months af- 
ter its introduction on 1 July, 
when learners may take the the- 
ory and practical test in either 
order to avoid a bottleneck of 
candidates waiting for tests. 

The motoring school BSM 
welcomed the new test but 
warned that learner drivers face 
waits of up to four months for 
an in-car driving-test dale be- 
fore the theory test is intro- 
duced. A spokesman added: 
“We are also concerned that 
only 130 test centres are being 
opened, which may mean that 
people have to travel some dis- 
tance to take the test.” 


Author'* I 
written own 
books; Ives in Devon wW» 
Ms wife; runs the charity 
Farms tor City Chfldrery 

Nhichalra WchMren 

a year to spend a week . 
working or a farm 


Plot A storm bring s an uv 
expeded harvest ashore . 
for Laura, wlto has in the - 

Sciy bias in 1907 


Critics' vtewT 'Evocative, 
tender snd truthto- — So- 
tan PB. Daffy Telegraph ■ : 


Judges' View: 

mowngand 


Readability: Wgh. asp* 

riaJytoradtits - 



Biography 

Gtodstona . 
by Roy Jenkins 
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Critics’ view: 
exuberant* — Sir 

Day 


and 


judge*’ ’Agra* 
book about J 


a great man’ 
Readsbifity: Suprtangty 

good — pretty racy too - 


Poetry 

Gunpowder 

by Bernard O’Donoghue 


lography: Bom 
to Cork, (n i 


Author's bit 

in Culen. Co Code, in tS45L 
Has pubtehed books on 
. medieval iterative, which he 
-teaches at Oxford University 


* . 0 


Plot Episodes tmm the 
poeti upbringing 


Critic*' View. ‘It manifests 
not oniy a generous maturi- 
ty but also an original style* 
— EBzabeth Jennings. Daily 
Telegraph - 


Judges' view: "Has a great 
sense at place and fan and 
writes about complex 
themes in a very empte 
way’ 


Readability: High In places 


Rushdie award another 


reason for Amis to sigh 


MARIANNE MACDONALD 

Media Correspondent 


Salman Rushdie is today named 
as the winner of the Whitbread 
Novel Award for The Moor's 
Lost Sigh, making it a near-cer- 
tainty he will walk away with the 
overall prize later this month. 

His selection means Martin 
Anus's The Information is again 
knocked out of the running for 
a major book prize. It had been 
shortlisted along with Pat Bark- 
er’s The Ghost Road, Justin 
Cartwright’s In Every Face 1 Meet 
and Kazuo Ishiguro’s The Un- 
consoled. 

Both Amis and Rushdie also 
competed for last year’s Book- 
er prize. Amis did not make the 
shortlist, while, to the surprise 
of observers, Rushdie lost to The 
Ghost Road at the final selec- 
tion in November. 

It is the second time the 
Bombay-born author has won 
the Whitbread Novel Award. 
The other time was in 1988, for 
The Satanic Verses, the book 
which triggered the late Aya- 
tollah Khomeini to call for his 
death in 1989. 

Ironically, his latest novel 
has also raised hackles, this 
time among Hindu fundamen- 
talists. One of its characters lam- 
poons Bal Thackeray, the 
hard-line leader of the Shiv 
Sena group which in effect runs 
Bombay. 

Evoking memories of the 


Iranian fatwa, Pramod 
Navalkar, of Shiv Sena, threat- 
ened in August that the party 
would not allow the book to be 
sold in the city. 

Customs obstructions have 
subsequently meant it is now al- 


most impossible to obtain a copy 
in India. 

Mr Rushdie said his award 
for The Moor's Last Sigh, which 
he describes as u a funny novel 
about love”, was “a nice New 
Year's present". He added: 


DAILY POEM 


Gunpowder 

By Bernard O'Don oghue (Winner, Whitbread Poetry Prize) 


In ike weeks afterwards, his jacket hung 
Behind the door in the room we called 
Hi study, where the bikes and wellingtons 
Were kept. No-one went near it, until 
Late one evening I thought I'd throw it oul 
The sleeves smelt of gunpowder, evoking ... 
Celebration - excitement - things like that. 

Not destruction. What was it he shot at 
And missed that time? A cock pheasant 
That he hesitated too long over 
In case it was a hen? The rat behind 
The piggery that, startled by the bang. 

Turned round to look before gping home to its hole? 


Once a neighbour who had winged a crow 
Tied it to a pike thrust in the ground 
To keep the others off the com. It worked well 
Flapping and cawing, till my father 
Cut it loose. Even more pusimgly. 

He once took a wounded rabbit off the dog 
And pushed it back into the warren 
Which undermined the walL As for 
Used cartridges, they stood well on desks. 
Upright on their graven golden ends. 
Supporting his fountain-pen so that 
The ink wouldn't seep into his pocket. 


“I’m very pleased to have the 
recognition for the novel. It’s 
also nice because it’s the second 
lime T‘ve won.” 

The winners of the four other 
categories are: Kate Atkinson for 
the First Novel Award; Michael 
Morpurgo for the Beefeater Chil- 
dren's Novel Award; Roy Jenk- 
ins for the Biography category and 
Bernard O’Donoghue for the 
Poetry Award. 

The five category winners 
each wins £2.000 and goes for- 
ward to a final draw - for the 
Whitbread Book of the Year. 
Worth £21,000. this prize is 
one of the most valuable and 
prestigious in the book trade. 

It is also an unusual and, 
some argue, artificial prize in 
that the judges are forced to 
choose a winner from five very 
different styles of writing. 

The choice will be made on 
23 January by nine judges, in- 
cluding Jane Asher, who runs 
a cakc-maldng business and 
has yet to publish a novel; 
Rachel Cusk, a former Whit- 
bread First Novel winner; 
Sheena McDonald, a televi- 
sion presenter; and Candia 
McWilfiam, the Edinburgh- 
born novelist. 

Last year William Trevor's 
bleak book about serial killing 
in the suburbs, Felicia 's Journey, 
won the Book of the Year prize. 
The novel tells of the search bv 


a young Catholic girl for the fa- 
ther of the baby she is earning. 
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not a guide to the future. Tax concessions can change and their value will depend on your Circumstances. Sa«e & Prosper Group Limited is regulated by 
the Personal Investment Authority and IMKO.VVe only advise on the products and services offered by the Fleming and Save 6 Prosper Marketing Group 
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FIAT BRAVO. FIAT BRAVA. A CHOICE 

NOT A COMPROMISE. 


tuned for smoothness and stability even when the The Bravo and Brava are proof that the highly 

unexpected happens. functional can also be seriously good fun. 

Drive the family on a long stretch of motorway Of course, they have all the latest safety 

and the sheer tranquillity of the car makes the features. Driver’s airbag, a third rear brake light, 
journey seem shorter. rigid safety ceils and anti-submarining seats. (In the 

The Bravo, on the other hand, has tighter event of an accident they reduce the chances of ybu ~ 

suspension and the Lightest, nimblest steering you sliding under your seat belt.) • 

could wish for, keeping the car agile and composed The Bravo costs £10,102. on the road, while the 

even on the most tortuous mountain road. Brava costs from £1 0,448. f 

Whichever car you choose, you can opt for either For more information, call 0800 71 7000 or 

the 12-vaJve 1.4 litre or the 16-valve 1.S litre engine. http:. ‘www.its.it/Fiat-Bravo-Brava on the Internet, 
both of which are a totally new modular design. Our designers didn't compromise when they built 

The Brava is also available with a new 16-vafve. 1.6 these cars. So you don't have to compromise when 
litre engine. you buy one. k 


When we designed the Bravo and the Brava, we 
started from scratch. We didn't just build a hatch- 
back and then try to squeeze in two more doors. 

Instead, we asked our designers to build the 
sportiest three door car they could and then, when 
they’d finished, to build the roomiest five door 
mode). 

And they did. What's more, they w on Car Of The 
Year. 1996. In the words of Aurocar, ‘Every rival in 
the class has instantly moved down a peg.’* 

The Brava is one of the quietest, 
most comfortable cars in its class. 
Inside, there's an elegant and ergonomic 
layout. Outside, a suspension that’s 




DRIVEN BY PASSION 


MU -AUTOCAR 30.08^5 ON THE ROAD PRICES FOR CARS SHOWN. FIAT BRAVO 1.8 HLX Cl3.09l.S5 AND FIAT BRAVA 1.6 EL>- i 13, 1 5383' PRICES INCLUDE £435 FOR DELIVERY TO DEALER. NUMBER PLATES. VAT AND 6 MONTHS' POAD FUND LICENCE £77. 
SwwrS AND A PE CORRECT AT TIME OF GOING TO PRESS 38 1 3 95. 
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ssian justice: Soviet collapse leaves killer’s appeal against execution in judicial limbo 

Six years on 
death row 
dims ‘Flame’ 


International 

Serbs kidnap 
families on road 
into Sarajevo 


VfefefeN W0MACIt 

anavrna are kept aloae in 

’ v ! Bldow l*s ce« which 
you never leave, not even for •» 

Eve^^ “ tb H prison yard- 

£ S IT l ou hear a footfall 
„ lh f Corn dor, you think the 
J 1 ? to take you 

[or execuuoa Your relatives vk- 
l you occasionally and each 
^ you say a tearful farewell. 

And tins goes on for six years. 
„ f gjch is the hellish existence 
of Nikolai 'The Flame" Pozhe- 
dayev, on death row in the 
town of Yelets in central Russia. 

get the wrong idea," said 
nm Frolov, acting governor of 
Yelels prison. “This guy boo na- 
tional hero. He is a real killer.'’ 

. . "H 1 e , v en the prison author- 
ities feel that the cruel limbo in 
which he is being kept is a 
violation of h uman rights. 

Pozhedayev earnedhis nick- 
name when he took the leading 
part in a brutal gang murder of 
three men travelling in a lorry. 
The Jailers robbed their victims 
before burning them in their 
vehicle. For this, hi December 
1989, Pozhedayev was sen- 
tenced to death. The other 
members of the gang each re- 
ceived the maximum jail term 
in Russia - 15 years. 

The Russian justice system is 
much simpler than that in 
America, where death row in- 
mates can spend years appeal- 
ing to higher and higher courts. 
Here, foe prisoner has one 
chance, a direct appeal to foe 
President and if that fail*; he can 
expect a bullet in the back of foe 
head to follow fairly swiftly. 

And so. after he was sen- 
tenced, Pozhedayev appealed to 
foe then Soviet president 
Mikhail Gorbachev, and re- 
ceived a refusal. Knowing foe 
system, he understood foal he 
had, at most only a few weeks 
left to live and he composed his 
mind as best be could. Then foe 
Soviet Union collapsed. He 
was told to appeal again to foe 
new Kremlin leader, Boris 
Yeltsin. He has been waiting for 
a reply ever since. 

What can you ask a man in 
this situation? **How do you 
feci?" As I was taken into his 
ceil to meet him, I remembered 
that Pozhedayev had seen no 
woman except his mother for six 
years. Pale-faced and dressed in 
ihe distinctive navy and grey 
striped uniform of a smertnik 
[death- row prisoner], he stood 
to attention as 1 entered. The 
guards hovered in foe doorway. 

Bui there was no threat. He 
was infinitely more afraid of me 
than 1 was of him. Perhaps I had 
come to announce his death. 

Timidly. I requested an in- 
terview. He asked for an hour 
to marshal his thoughts. 1 just 
had time to notice the tight ' 


mesh over the window, block- 
ing out all natural light, the nar- 
row bed and toilet hole in foe 
c °rn® r before I was ushered ouL 

The guards organised a tour 
of the prison to pass the time 
until Pozhedayev was ready. 
They wanted to tell me that they 
were strict but humane. They 
welcomed the Interior Min- 
istry's new battle against cor- 
njption.They complained tha t 
the stale, had not paid their 
wages for the past five months. 

We tramped the corridors of 
foe the fortress-like jail, which 
was built in 1830 and which re- 
mains standing only because of 
the huge iron girders which hold 
it up. My own ideas of Russian 
prisons come from Solzhenitsyn 
- icy cells, guard dogs, watch- 
towers. Bui Yelets Prison is 
unsettling in its attempts at 
cosiness. 

pie cells Jiave black-and- 
white television sets and the 
prisoners are allowed posters on 

tht-wa(lc TKo 



• a little overstocked with the 
works of Lenin, but soft pornog- 
raphy is also available. In the 
kitchen, young men peeled 
potatoes into bath tubs under 
the supervision of a motherly 
former factory-canteen man- 
ager, who said that meat was 
guaranteed daily. As is physical 
exercise. 

The privileges of the ordinary 
prisoners are not for Pozhe- 
dayev. Thirty-one years old, he 
has been in and out of custody 
since he was 1 1. His father was 
also a convicted murderer. A lo- 
cal reporter bad warned me dial 
Pozhedayev had become like an 
animal. “He smelt me through 
foe metal door of his cell. He 
said he recognised my after- 
shave. He will smell you too." 

But in foe interview Pozhe- 
dayev was all too human. He 
spoke softly, haltingly, obvi- 
ously overwhelmed by foe space 
of the conference room where 
he had been placed for our 10- 
minute talk. The time was short 
but he revealed something of his 
agony. 

T thought it would be quick 
but it has dragged on." he said. 
“Each time 1 hear a sound in the 
corridor. I think the moment 
has come. When you came, it 
was strange. I thought, 'maybe 
this is if. My mother visits me 
once a month and every time we 
say goodbye." 

Pozhedayev said he passed 
his time like a caged beast, “pac- 
ing to and fro". His ceil light is 
always switched on but he has 
control over foe radio switch 
and sometimes listens to pop 
music. He once gave np smok- 
ing for two weeks but then 
thought: "What's foe point?" 

Pozhedayev' said be had 
heard that life sentences could 
soon be available in Russia. He 
would prefer life imprisonment 



mm 




‘Caged beast’: Convicted murderer Nikolai Pozhedayev has spent six years on death 
row In Valets prison, in daily expectation of his execution Photograph: Vladimir Dumeva 


to execution because while he 
has his life he has hope. 

His other requests were mod- 
est. "Tell foe civilised world 1 
need medicines for my stomach 
ulcers.” he said. "And say I want 
magazines - magazines with 
coloured pictures.” 

Outside foe jail. 1 can t for- 
get Pozhedayev. The thought 
strikes me that my writing about 
him may bring him to The at- 
tention of someone in Mr 


Yeltsin s office and his execution 
may be hastened. 

But foe chances are that 
nothing will be decided in foe 
foreseeable future. The Krem- 
lin leader is reviewing foe use 
of the death penalty, weighing 
up the need to protect society 
from rising crime against the 
necessity of satisfying the Coun- 
cil of Europe on issues of hu- 
man rights if Russia is to 
become a member of foe Eu- 


ropean Union. However, with 
presidential elections due in 
June, foe latter is not a priority. 

Accurate statistics are hard to 
come by, but it seems that few- 
er executions are now being car- 
ried out iu Russia. The head of 
the regional prison service. 
Colonel Vladimir Mitkeyev, 
thinks the number may have 
been about 20 for 1995. 

How many prisoners still 
await execution is unknown. 


EMMA DA1Y 

Sarajevo 

Aileast 17 Bosnian citizens, in- 
cluding two children and one 
woman, have been detained by 
Serb police while travelling on 
a road into Sarajevo, according 
to foe Bosnian government, 

despite Mato's obligations un- 
der the Dayton peace plan to 
provide a safe environment for 
foe free movement of civilians. 

Officials from I-JFor (Nato’s 
Implementation Force) have 
denied receiving reports about 
alleged abductions. No state- 
ment was available from I -For 
yesterday evening. 

Hasan Muratovic, the Bosn- 
ian minister responsible for li- 
aison with I-For, said the 
government had raised the mat- 
ter with 1-For on five occasions: 
twice through foe tripartite 
Joint Military Commission - 
one attended by Lieutenant- 
General Michael Walker, 
Nato’s land commander: twice 
through letters, the first dated 
29 December, and once at a 
meeting with Nato officers 
working for Brigadier-General 
Louis Zeller, French comman- 
der in Sarajevo. 

Colonel Vladimir Rybnikov, 
head of UN Civilian Police 
(Ciypol). said be sent a report 
detailing foe incidents to Gen- 
eral Zeller on Monday. “Wbat 
we know at foe moment, ac- 
cording to information from foe 
B osnian liaison office, is that 16 
people are missing in foe area 
of Didza,” Colonel Rybnikov 
said yesterday, before Mr Mu- 
ratovic upped foe total to 17. 

“The response from the Ser- 
bian side was that they could not 
confirm that these people were 
in prison.” 

At foe police station in Didza, 
one of five suburbs due to re- 
vert to government rule, a Serb 
official told us to return to dis- 
cuss foe issue with the “inspec- 
tor for strangers". Asked 
whether any Bosnians had been 
arrested, he replied: “There is 
nobody here now" But a senior 
Serb officer told Colonel Ryb- 
nikov he believed foe drivers 
were being held to bump up the 
numbers for prisoner swaps: 
They are looking for more peo- 
ple to put on the list for future 
exchanges," he quoted foe 
officer as saying. 

Mr Muratovic's list includes 
Mehmed Kusundzija, a truck 
driver reported missing on 
Christmas Day with two col- 
leagues. Mr Kusundzija had 
telephoned his family to tell 
them he was setting off for Sara- 
jevo, but never readied home. 
A few days later, foe family said, 
an unidentified man telephoned 
to say Mr Kusundzija was in 
good health at foe Didza police 
station, and would be released 
this week. The family heard Mr 



Kusundzij a’s voice in the back- 
ground, but were not allowed to 
speak to him. 

The Hondo fcunily, including 
two young children, was de- 
tained on 27 December, ac- 
cording to Mr Muratovic. And 
on New Year's Day, be added, 
one carload was stopped tty Serb 
police, robbed but then re- 
leased while another car, car- 


Tfrat IIS co^raitypfMato’s 
', Bosnia pOatcerribston flew 
to Germany, yesterday, 
Pur- 

- pte Heart roediaf awarded to 
himctfiSurtiay afterhewas 
injured T>y- art anti-tank 
Ttjifie. Trie blqst blew: the 
frontr off TXartin John 
: Begosh’s vehicle and 
smashed hfe teg. 


tying three passengers was tak- 
en away. 

“They [I-For] must acl on 
this," Mr Muratovic said. The 
government has urged people 
not to use routes out of Sara- 
jevo leading through Serb-held 
territory for the time being, and 
has asked I-For to reinstate 
armed escorts with UN peace- 
keepers through hostile land. 

Colonel Rybnikov agrees: on 
Monday he told General 
Zellers chief of staff: “The 
cancellation of military escorts 
has come too early. They should 
resume these operations until 
someone, the Bosnian govern- 
ment or 1-For, has control over 
this territory". 

“All we have at the moment 
is a report that as yet is unsub- 
stantiated” Brigadier Andrew 
Dimming, an I-For official, 
said yesterday. He said foe is- 
sue was Lhe responsibility of the 

civilian side of foe mission and 
the local parties. “We are not a 
police force," he said 

Unfortunately, foe civilian 
mission, led by Carl Bildti has 
yet to start work. Meanwhile it 
appears that I-For does have a 
clear duty to intervene in such 
cases. The Dayton peace plan 
includes a military annexe that 
is very specific about freedom 
of movement, and which says; 
“I-For shall have foe right to ful- 
fill its supporting tasks ... which 
include the following ... to ob- 
serve and prevent interference 
with the movement of Chilian 
population”. 



Rapture: Children in Sarajevo scramble to catch sweets 
being thrown from a lorry Photograph: Ernie Marti/AP 


Bleak new year for Parisians’ favourite comer shops 


MARYDEJEVSKY 

Paris 

When foe bright Bale shops that 
line the streets' of every resi- 
dential district in Paris reopen- 
ed yesterday after foe New 
Year holiday, there were some 
conspicuous and unaccustomed 
gaps. After more than 150 years 
of trading, the Felix Botin chain 
of groceries - company logo: 
“Quality since 1844” - has gone 
out of business. 

With 400 shops m and 
around Paris, Ffilix Botin had 
been in financial difficulty for 
several years. It bad been in 


receivership since July. But 
nobody quire believed it would 
actually dose. Its final passing, 
as well as prompting lugubrious 
comments on foe exigencies of 
social change and commercial 
reality, also aroused genuine 


After its bankruptcy was an- 
nounced on the Friday before 
Christmas, there -was much 
commiseration from regular 
customers; many' others just 
dropped in to say “gooefitye" 
ana “sorry". Outside one of foe 
oldest stores, in the Marais dis- 
trict of central Paris, a smaB 
crowd of people gathered 


for a spontaneous wake. 

Until recently. Felix Botin was 
every Parisian's comer shop. U 
had the herbs you had forgot- 
ten to buy for that evening's 
soup; foe salt you had just run 
out oE. foe smoked salmon and 
chilled champagne for an im- 
promptu celebration, and the 
milk you needed for breakfast 
If you wanted a trigger order, it 
could be delivered to your door. 
Madame and Monsieur - foe 
shops were often long-standing 
family concerns - knew their 
regular customezs, their children 
and their dogs; they were part 
of foe co mmu nity- ' 


The snags were twofold. 
While many of foe stores re- 
mained open until after 7 
o'clock ai night, foal was not 
long enough for many people, 
who patronised rival business- 
es, often run by North Africans 
and Koreans. And they were ex- 
pensive; not much more ex- 
pensive than foe Immigrants’ 
shops, perhaps, but significant- 
ly dearer than foe bigger chain 
stores in Paris, like Monoprix or 
Prisunic. and incomparably 
dearer than foe hypermarkets 
on foe edge of town. 

That was why in recent years, 
except for often elderly and 


genteel Paris residents who 
continued to do their weekly 
shopping at Felix Potin, they 
had become shops for emer- 
gency purchases only. Much of 
foeir staple business bad 
evaporated. 

The original F£lix Potin 
seems to have bad a touch of 
Dick Whittington and a touch 
of the original J Sainsbury. In 
1844, at the age of 24, be left the 
family farm for foe capita] with 
foe warnings of his father about 
wicked Parisian ways ringing in 
his ears. He established a gro- 
cery shop to foe south of Mont- 
martre which rapidly gained a 


reputation for price and quali- 
ty. With four shops to his name, 
he set up factories and ware- 
houses of his own. By the 1920s 
foe firm employed more than 
8.0(H) people. 

Come foe Seventies, foe 
company was in new hands and 
flourishing again after a period 
of decline. There were now 
1500 shops; but foe death of foe 
owner, foe proliferation of cor- 
ner shops ran by new immi- 
grants and foe growth of foe 
hypermarkets spelt foe begin- 
ning of foe end. 

By 1994 Fdlix Potin was hav- 
ing difficulty! paying its debts; a 


rescue plan devised tty foe re- 
ceivers over the summer failed, 
and liquidation became 
inevitable. 

Hie 1,057 F61ix Potin em- 
ployees are now out of a job. 
The legal position of those who 
lived in flats over foe shops- or 
sublet them - is uncertain. For 
foe moment they are having to 
sit tight, hoping without 
too much optimism for 
compensation. 

The shops were allowed to 
trade up until 8pm on New 
Year’s Eve. They offered foeir 
last Christmas chocolates and 
pat£s with big discounts 


characteristic of the bigger, 
brasher stores rather than foeir 
own more refined tradition. 

Now. the blinds arc down: ihe 
logo, “Quality since 1844”, 
reads like an epitaph, and stick- 
ers from removal firms and 
liquidators piaster lhe windows. 
In another country, perhaps. 
Felix Potin would have gradu- 
ated to become a Sainsbuiy’s or 
a Tesco, with its big stores na- 
tionwide and its own brand la- 
bels. But Felix Potin stayed 
with the small corner groceries 
- and they became loo expen- 
sive. _ even for extravagant 
Parisians. 


Arafat rush to calm poll critics wife reveals; Tobacco giants hit back 


ERIC SKYER 
Jerusalem ■ 

The Palestinian central election 
commission yesterday declared 
campaigning open immediate- 
ly for the legislative cound! elec- 
tions on 20 January. The 
commission was reacting with 
rare speed to criticism by Eu- 
ropean election observers. 

The campaign was original- 
ly scheduled to begin last Sat- 
urday, but was postponed until 
5 January after foe cound! was 
expanded fro® 'S3 to 88 mem- 
bers and new candidates were 
invited to come forward. Op- - 



the revised timetable limited 
them to 14 days on foe stump. 
They will now have IS days. 

Mahmoud Abbas, chairman 
of foe commission, announced 
from his office m Ramallah: 

“Part of foe criticism will be re- 
paired straight away. All can- 
didates wfl 1 be allowed to flan 

campaigning from today. 

Mr Abbas, known by ms 


Independent voice: Hanan 
Ashrawi campaigning in 

the elections yesterday 

nickname Abu Mazen, said he 
would be happy to meet the 
head of foe European Union 
Electoral Unit Carf Lidbom. 
The EU has 200 observers in the 

field with 100 more on foe way. 
Mr Lidbom, a former Swedish 
ambassador to Paris, had com- 
plained that his requests for a 
meeting had been ignored. 


Mr Lidbom accused the 
Palestinian National Authority 
of irregularities, which threat- 
ened the credibility of foe elec- 
tions. He urged foe Palestinian 
leader, Yasser Arafat, to ‘‘take 
urgent steps to fry to build 
public and international confi- 
dence in the election process". 

He questioned foe political 
independence of foe election 
commission, which is dominat- 
ed by represenfatives of Mr 
Arafat's lalah party, and the cri- 
teria by which seats were as- 
signed. Gaza City, for instance, 
has 14 per cent of foe seals, 
though fewer than 10 per cent 
of the voters. 

Last night Mr Lidbom wel- 
comed foe decision to open foe 
campaign. “That takes care of 
foe most important part of my 
criticism,” he said. “I said they 
had to stop changing the laws 
and regulations an foe time. Its 
important that the rules should 
be maintained until polling day 
so foal people know what is 
valid or OOL" 


The Palestinians are highly 
sensitive to international criti- 
cism. Mr Arafat, who is certain 
to win, is anxious to show foe 
world he has the backing of 
Palestinian people in making 
peace with Israel. 

Hanan Ashrawi, a former 
spokeswoman for the Palestin- 
ian peace negotiators, put foe ! 
confusion down to a mixture of ! 
“Jack of experience, inefficien- 
cy and Jack of time”, as well as 
foe continued involvement of 
Israel. 

“These are not your normal 
elections", added Dr Ashrawi, 
who is running as an indepen- 
dent to represent Jerusalem. 

“There have been sudden 
changes without notification. 
The election commission has no 
direct contact with candidates. 
Quite often the local election 
committees don't have the facts. 
Time was always short to get to 
know your constituency and 
get a debate going. But now 
things are clearing up and hope- 
fully we can proceed." 


the 'caring’ 
Zhirinovsky 

Helsinki (AP) — He would 
rearrange foe borders of Europe 
without batting an eyelid, but at 
home, Russia’s Vla dimir Zhiri- 
novsky is so subdued be “ asks 
others before changing the tele- 
vision channel”, ms wife said 
yesterday. .. 

Gabm Lebedeva, 4& married 
for nearly 25 years to foe infa- 
mous Russian politician, said 
her mate was “very quiet and 
peaceful", a warm and loving 
man who was “crazy about his 
work” but misrepresented Ity 
biased media. 

“He never makes any noise 
al home, he walks around in soft 
slippers and a jogging suit. He 
even watches television , 
quietly," Ms Lebedeva, a biol- 
ogist, told reporters during a pri- . 
vate trip to Finland. "He is very ! 
considerate to his family, he 
never forgets a birthday or an 
anniversary." 


DAVID USBORNE 

NewVbrk 

Five major tobacco companies 
submitted documents to the 
US government yesterday con- 
tending that it is acting illegal- 
ly and in violation of foe 
constitution by frying for foe 
first time to regulate cigarette 
sales to the public. 

The response, made to foe 
Food and Drug Administra- 
tion (FDA) hours before a 
deadline for comments on its 
plans for new controls on sales 
of cigarettes to minors, is foe lat- 
est salvo from the industry as it 
tries to counter foe momentum 
created by foe anti -smoking 
lobby in America. 

In a critical departure from 
past policy, the FDA an- 
nounced last summer that it was 
proposing regulations to try to 
limit foe access of minors to to- 
bacco products. It defended its 
decision on foe grounds that 
new research had pointed to cig- 
arettes being drug-delivery 


devices and therefore liable lo 
foe same controls as narcotics. 

Specifically, foe FDA said it 
would ask manufacturers to 
spend $150m (£97m) a year on 
advertising to warn young peo- 
ple of foe dangers of smoking. 
The sale of cigarettes from 
vending machines would be 
banned, as would cigarette ad- 
vertising in locations deemed to 
be frequented by young people. 

The FDA proposal drew 
public endorsement from Pres- 
ident Bill Clinton who made its 
implementation a high priority’. 
While smoking among Ameri- 
can adults has been declining in 
recent years, it is on foe rise 
among minors. According io lat- 
est estimates, more than 3 mil- 
lion American adolescents are 
regular smokers. 

“What foe FDA proposes is 
a power grab.” foe tobacco 
companies protested in yester- 
day’s 2.000-page document. 
They argue that the FDAs pro- 
posals are illegal under the 
constitution and unnecc&sarv 


because most states already 
control sales io minors. 

Among the companies that 
made foe response is Brown Jfc 
Williamson, a subsidiary of 
British American Tobacco. The 
others were Philip Morris. RJ 
Reynolds, Lorillard Tobacco 
and the Liggett Group. 

The FDA has also received 
large submissions from anli- 
smoking advocates who support 
the move but would prefer its 
provisions to be much stricter. 

It is likely to be months be- 
fore foe FDA Is able lo make 
final preparations for enacting 
lhe rules. In the meantime, the 
tobacco industry has taken steps 
to try to block ! he FDA’s path 
by filing a lawsuit. 

’ Central to the industry's case 
is iis claim that the FDA is mis- 
taken in suggesting that ciga- 
rettes fit the legal definition of 
a drag, and that the effects of 
smoking fit foe definition of 
addiction. On that basis, it con- 
tends. foe FDA has no right to 
try to regulate cigarette sales. 
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, whnt .. th e 'on the road' price? Correct. £14,311. For that, you get something you can't put a price ’ on. 

, S ° h a car with built-in permanence. Durable. Solid. Reliable. In short, a Volkswagen. A pretty posh Volkswagen. 
Peace of b hef ^„ dard treats inc | ude power steering, twin airbags, electric windows front and rear and 

Besides a,r-cond lt, °"' n8 ' , what more C on we say? Well, how about a split folding rear seat, Sony rad.o/casseHe with 
height-adiustoble Steer, 9 ^ ^ Q dgst an(J po| , en And , of course, no cor this desirable should be without 

removable ^ ^ ^ |ocklng with . 0 „ tj . theft , system . C'mon. Chill out at your Volkswagen dealer. 

V 

fOR A BROCHURE AND DETAILS OF TOUR NEAPEST VOLKSWAGEN DEALER. RING 0600 333 £>*<> 
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™ght wing takes stock: ‘Dark Ages Weekend’ chews over the problems of turning Newt Gingrich's revolution into reality 

US Republicans try to recapture the past 


Washington 

HWwsKEK 


a Canterbury Tales banquet 
But the mood was rueful: De- 
cember had been a cruel month. 
For the truth had dawned that 


New Year festivities innostaf . T ^ ie organisers of the Dark 

fh If**? 1 ,eclion of an era when wTh ^ enU “ TOU P le of young 
the business of government Washington lawyers, provided 
accomplished byrcSj fij ^ P^my of jolly, Olde 

More than 300 conservative ™° r de amusement a Charle- 
^ngressmen. businessmen and ,e ™« touniamenu a 

thinkers gathered atthe Dnrfi "f 1,,an ? .the Conqueror golf 
Golf Resort and Spa in MiaS 3 masked ball and 

for an event called theDari- Tales ban 9 uet - 

Ages Weekend. The name ^ B J? 5® mood rueful: De- 

chosen as a spoof- “to showwe SUrt?* had been a cruel month. 
to show w e For the truth had dawned that 

Fatal fire 
reveals 
price of 
China’s 
boom 

TERESA POOLE 

Asking 

The human cost of southern 
China s export-driven economic 
success rose again this week 
when a fire in a Christmas dec- 
oration factory killed 19 work- 
ers in the Shenzhen special 
economic zone, bordering 
Hong Kong. This latest tragedy 
came despite a two-year-old 
government drive to enforce 
beuer health and safety 
standards in foreign-owned 
enterprises. 

The blaze at the Taiwanese 
venture started early on Mon- 
day and fasted more than three 
hours, destroying over 3,000 
square metres of factory work- 
shops and workers’ dormitories. 

At least 37 workers at the 
Longhua town site were also 
injured. 

Two years ago, a series of fires 
in southern China shocked 
Peking into trying to improve 
safety for the millions of migrant 
Chinese workers who staff the 
export-driven enterprises, often 
working in sweat-shop condi- 
tions. But all too often, bribery 
and corrupt practice mean that 
safety regulations are flouted. 

In November 1993, a fire at Counting the cost* Police and 
the Hong Kong joint-venture 

Zhili toy factory in Shenzhen escape. A monlh later, a fire at 
killed S7 workers and injured 47. the Taiwanese joint venture 
The victims, almost all migrant Gaofu Textiles factory in 
female workers, had been Fuzhou killed 61. 
locked into their dormitory Among those later jailed for 

building because the owners their part in the Zhili factory 
were concerned about possible tragedy were two Shenzhen 
thefts. Thev had no chance of fire officials who had been 


Republicans have a sense of hu- Newt Gingrich’s plans “to 
ihour , as one Congressman ex- change the world” and “shift the 
plained it - on a New Year's entire planet” had been thwart- 
oash attended by President Bill ed by checks and balances in the 
v^tinton railed the Renaissance constitution and the democra- 
^f end - Uc imperative to pander to the 

i ne organisers of the Dark vaganes of public opinion. 


Newt Gingrich's plans “to destiny alone. The problem, 
change the world” and “shift the they concluded, lay in the way 


The revellers used the Dark 
Ages Weekend as an opportu- 
nity to regroup, lake stock, 
evaluate. But the last thought 
on anybody’s mind was that the 


ui-jii V wii uiijwy; a muiu waa umi uk 

wunam the Conqueror golf time might have come lo rede- 
coropetiuon, a masked ball and fine Republican goals. The sa- 


cred task remained the same: to 
destroy “the Liberal Welfare 
State” and return to the indi- 
vidual the right to shape his own 


the Second American Revolu- 
tion had been packaged. 

The debate turned less on the 
substance of Republican ideas 
than on how to sell them bel- 
ter. Thus Ralph Rccd, the sec- 
ularly ambitious head of the 
Christian Coalition, said the Re- 
publicans should shift the 
rhetorical emphasis away from 
dismantling central government 
to restoring power to the slates 
and to the people. 


ate, elaborated in a speech on 
Mr Reed’s idea. “If you don't 
use the right words you can’t get 
the message across. Clinton is 
using more effective words than 
the Republicans. Ginton is a 


proceedings was the shadow of whether perhaps he might 
Mr GingriS.il was he who had oulto behis revdutronsg 

masterminded the Republicans’ esthabilily.Whichiswhyhi 
victory in November 1994 by tu- has been engaging ra a 

lorittt party candidates in these- eod-of-year self-flagdlaOo 
mantles of power. Thus he a weekend interview wiflrC 


better communicator. Now, if taught them to attribute to 
Ronald Reagan were our their cause words like 

l I • J _ ■ .L. I ft «... _ - •‘fomlUr’* anH 


leader, we’d win the battle.” 

Laura Ingraham, one of the 
organisers of the powwow, not- 
ed that while conservatives were 
driving the nation’s political 
discourse, they had lost their 
edge in the debate. “President 


“courage”, “family” and 
“peace” and to their Democ- 
ratic rivals words like “sick”, 
“corrupt" and “stagnation”. ^ 
Yet today, with Mr Gingrich's 
negative poll ratings exceeding 
60 per cent, a growing number 


whether perhaps he might turn 
out to be his revolution's great- 
est liahilitv. Which is why he too 
has been engaging in "a little 
end-of-year self-flagellation. In 
a weekend interview with CNN 
he acknowledged he had not 
projected himself as well as he 
might have and said his New 

Year's resolution would be to 
adopt a more thoughtful and 
contemplative approach to life. 

He bad erred, for example, 
in complaining publicly about 


and to the people. edge in the debate. “President 60 per cent, a growing number sealing arrangements on the •*'*•*'/“*• . 

Michael Huffington, who Clinton,” she noted, “has cap- of Republicans are beginning to p^rfeiiual^e on the flight 
vainly spent $25m in 1994 try- tured words like compassion.” wonder whether he might be a to fcraeljjj Yitzhak Rabin s fu- tried to play other ro cs, and it s 
e to win ejection to the Sen- Lurking, unsooken. over the better orofessor than a leader, neral. There s no question almost always been wrong. 


that there are limes, as I’ve de- 
scribed it, where it’s like throw- 
ing an interception straight into 
the oiher team’s defence. And 
on several occasions, and that’s 
one, I did things that weren't 
right,” 

""He meant henceforth, he 
said, to listen more carefully, to 
be more precise and more 
thoughtful in what he said. 

“You know. I’m the Speaker 
of the House. I’m not an assis- 
tant professor of history. I’m not 
an analyst. I’m not a commen- 


ing to win ejection to the Sen- Lurking, unspoken, over the better professor than a leader, neral. “There s no question 



Counting the cost Police and rescue workers Inspect the rubble after a fire at a Taiwanese-owned factory in Shenzhen killed 19 and injured 37 Photograph: David Wang/Reuter 


escape. A month later, a fire at 
the Taiwanese joint venture 
Gaofu Textiles factory in 
Fuzhou killed 61. 

Among those later jailed for 
their part in the Zhili factory 
tragedy were two Shenzhen 
fire officials who had been 


bribed into letting the enterprise 
pass its fire inspections. 

Dangerous conditions are no 
deterrent to unemployed rural 
workers who eagerly seek work 
in joint-venture factories. 
Salaries probably average 
around 500 vuan (£40) a month. 


significantly more than these 
workers could earn in their 
home provinces. 

After the 1993 deaths, the 
Chinese government intro- 
duced regulations forcing for- 
eign joint ventures to set up 
branches of the government- 


controlled, Ail-China Federa- 
tion of Trade Unions (ACFTU). 
However, in China’s own 
unionised state enterprises, the 
health and safety record is also 
poor. Statistics are difficult to 
obtain, but according to the 
Ministry of Labour there were 


28J00 industrial Gres in the first 
10 months of 1993, killing 1,480 
people and injuring 51,340. 

A new wide-ranging labour 
law came into force a year ago 
as the government tried to re- 
spond to growing labour unrest, 
in foreign -invested factories 


and in state enterprises. The law 
is supposed to safeguard rights 
to minimum wages, overtime, 
and basic working conditions, 
but in many areas local officials 
remain reluctant to enforce the 
regulations out of fear of fright- 
ening away foreign investment. 


Opium warlord loses last battle 


Bangkok ( Reuter) — Burmese 
troops have taken over the 
headquarters of the opium war- 
lord Khun Sa in a move which 
some former associates said yes- 
terday signalled his surrender 
and the end of his career as Me 
of the world’s most infamous 
drug barons. 

Civilians in the jungle strong- 
hold of Ho Mong on the edge 
of Burma’s eastern Shan state, 
about 30 Ion ( J9m3es) from the 
Thai border, said Burmese 
troops met no resistance when 
they entered the town on Mon- 
day morning, The whereabouts 
of the 6 1 -year-old Khun Sa 
were not known but former as- " 
sociates were convinced that the . 
guerrilla commander had made 
a dozl with Burmese authorities. 

“Khun Sa seems to have 
reached a secret deal with the 
Burmese, first to hand over his 
troops and territory to them, 
then announce a surrender 
which would mean he would be 
granted an amnesty and live 
peacefully for the rest of his 
life.” one veteran Shan 
nationalist politician said. 



Irregular area!)? Khun Sa addressing his troops at a 
military base inside Burma last year Photograph: Reuters 


A former official in Khun Sa’s 
guerrilla organisation, said: 
“Khun Sa is making a dirty 
move at the end of his career.” 

Most guerrilla officials and 
fighters in Khun Sa’s Mong 
Tai [Shan state] army bad qui- 
etiv left the town by the week-. 


end,- one civilian said by tele- 
phone from Ho Mong. 

“The district headman told us 
a few days ago that the 
Burmese w«re coining to run 
the town and they told us not 
to be afraid because they are 
coming as friends.” he said. 


Khun Sa has been indicted in 
the United States on drug-traf- 
ficking charges and Thailand 
has said that he would be ex- 
tradited if he were ever found 
on Thai soiL 

Burma's military government 
had condemned turn as a drug- 
running “terrorist” and said it 
would put him on trial if he was 
caughL 

Khun Sa has long claimed to 
be a nationalist fighting for 
the independence of Burma’s 
Shan people. He said he only 
taxed opium traders moving 
through his zone of control to 
finance his political battles. His 
was the most powerful guerril- 
la force still fighting the Ran- 
goon government, but last June 
several thousand fighters. led by ( 
young Shan nationalists, broke | 
away, complaining he was de- , 
voting too much attention to the 
drug trade and was neglecting 
political objectives. 

Last November, a dejected 
Khun Sa officially stepped 
down as commander saying 
that be bad lost heart since the 
defection. - 


Army dismisses Black 
Watch ‘link to Triads’ 


STEPHEN VINES 

Hong Kong 

The British forces garrison in 
Hong Kong has categorically 
denied reports, which appeared 
in some British newspapers 
yesterday, alleging that mem- 
bers of the Black Watch regi- 
ment were under investigation 
for links with triad criminal 
gangs, and that soldiers had 
been brought hack to Hong 
Kong to help police investiga- 
tions of Triad activity. 

The reports stated that the 
servicemen would receive im- 
munity from prosecution in 
return for helping the police. 

A statement issued from the 
garrison headquarters said: 
“There are no investigations 
into links between soldiers serv- 
ing in the Black Watch regiment 
and organised crime syndicates. 
No soldiers from that regiment 
have been brought back to 
Hong Kong for interview in con- 


nection with that, or any other 
investigation. No certificate of 
immuni ty from prosecution has 
been issued to any member of 
the Black Watch." 

Both the Hong Kong police 
and the colony’s powerful 
Independent Commission 
Against Corruption have con- 
firmed the garrison’s denial of 
the story. 

The statement from the 
Army, made in uncharacteris- 
tically blunt language, “de- 
plores in the strongest possible 
terms this disgraceful example 
of unprofessional journalism”. 

The' report originated in 
Hong Kong’s Eastern Express ~ 
newspaper, which* says the 
statement, published its story 
“despite a categorical oa-the- 
record statement from this 
headquarters maintaining that 
the story was unfounded . 

The story was splashed across 
the Eastern Express front page 
on Monday but was not fol- 


lowed up by the other Hong 
Kong media. News agency re- 
ports then gave it internation- 
al prominence. 

Last night an Army source 
conceded that soldiers may, on 
occasion, have moonlighted as 
bouncers at nightclubs in the 
once notorious red-light Wan- 
dtai district, where some of the 
clubs are known to have ties to 
organised crime. 

However, such activity is far 
removed from the original, 
lurid media report, which said 
that members of the Scottish 
regiment “were ultimately 
admitted as low-ranking mem- 
bers of the Triad". 

The Black Watch finished its 
Iasi tour of duty in Hong Kong 
in August 1994. The regiment 
will return in February next year 
in order to take part in the 
ceremonies that will mark the 
end of British colonial rule and 
China’s resumption of sover- 
eignty on 1 July. 


Port Harcourt — like many of 
the Calabari people in eastern 
Nigeria, Dennis D3dO has been 
lured from the traditional liveli- 
hoods of fishingand fanning by 
the prospect of greater wealth 

in Pbrt Harcouru cap'U 1 of 
Rivers state and the oil-centre 
of Nigeria. 

Whether he enjoys a better 
life than he would at home is 
hard to say, bol his job as a night 
telephonist in-tme of the city * 
bin hotels has given him a taste 
of the urban dream and he 

means to pursue it 

As Mr Ditto's shift moves 
into the small hours and 
become Fewer, he finds himself 

lathing l" 1 ! 1 ®. tt11h jSJS 

league. Bcnjamm, a member ot 
another ramonty - lhc 9®?™; 
In recent weeks, the subject of 
kin Sar,vTlwa'sesecuuon has 
been uppermost in thetr con 


an minorities claim oil wealth as stolen birl 

Ken Saro-Wiwa’s death has put the rights of regional groups back on the political agenda, writes David Orr 


ve rsatio n. Saro-Wiwa. who was 
hanged with eight other civil 
rights activists by Nigeria's mil- 
itary government, had long 
campaigned for the economic 
and environmental rights of 

the Ogoni. ^ , _ 

“Ken’s death on behalf of die 
Oeoni people has brought their 
plight to the attention of the 

outside worid." Benjamin said. 
“Perhaps it will raise awareness 
of the problems faring odicrim- 
noritics in this country. 

Dennis would like to agree. 

As far as he is concerned, the 

Gdiharis. like the Ogows, are 
being cheated of their birthright 
_ lire ofi wealth which hes 
beneath their land - by the 
multinational oil companies 
and by a government dominat- 


ed tty the majority tribes “We 
need someone like Ken Saro- 
Wfwa." he said. 

“He was a great man and I 
admired him. But he was fight- 


one else. We have no Calabari 
rights movement. Our region 
isn’t as badly off as Ogoniland 
- for a start, we have electrici- 
ty. But there is environmental 
damage caused by oil and we 
don’t get much compensation. 
People express their dissatis- 
faction in private. But we’re too 
afraid to hold public meet- 
ings" 

The main ethnic groups in 
Nigeria are the Hausa-Fwanis 
in the north, about .22 million; 
the Yon? has in the south-west, 
about 1? million, and the Ibos 


in the south-east, about IS mil- 
lion. In all, there are more 
than 45 separate ethnic groups 
and as many as 250 distinct lan- 
guage groups. 

The Ogonis have been the 
most vocal and politically active 
minority in recent years. But 
there are a number of other 
groups in the south which are 
also pressing for some degree 
of political autonomy. Among 
the more prominent of these mi- 
norities are the Ijaws, the Urho- 
bos, the Edos, the Ibibios, the 
Effiks and the Annangs. 

Such minorities found their 
traditional ways of life threat- 
ened after the discovery of oil 
in the Niger Delta region in the 
late- 1950s. With the beginning 
of large-scale production of 


crude oil in 2973, the fanning 
of cash crops such as palm oil 
declined and thousands of mSes 
of oil pipelines invaded the 
landscape. 

Nor nave the minorities ben- 
efited greatly from the discov- 
ery of oiL The profits go straight 
to the government, in which 
ownership of all federal lands 
containing minerals is vested, or 
to oil companies such as Shell, 
Elf and Chevron, which oper- 
ate in joint-venture partner- 
ships with the state petroleum 
company. Few good oil jobs are 
held by the inhabitants of the 
oil-producing areas. 

“We’re not fighting for sep- 
arate countries," Alfred Ilenre 
of the Ethnic Minority Rights 
Organisation of Africa said. 


“We’re campaigning for control 
of our economic resources and 
also for control of such things 
as health and education. 

“What we want is a return to 
the genuine sort of federalism 
which existed in Nigeria before 
the military first seized power 
and turned the country into a 
unitary state in 1966.'’ 

Mr Ilenre would like to see 
Nigeria reverting to the system 
of revenue-sharing introduced 
by the British colonial govern- 
ment in 2946. This system. 
which existed until the end of 
the Bktfran civil war in 2 970. en- 
sured that 50 per cent of prof- 
its earned from mineral 
resources went to the region 
where they were mined. 

With more than 80 per cem 


of Nigeria’s foreign currency 
earnings coming from oil pro- 
duction, however, there is little 
chance that a military govern- 
ment driven by the self-interest 
of a few powerful men is likely 
to accede to the demands of mi- 
norities bent on regional and 
economic self-determination. 

It was oul of fear of the Ogo- 
ni campaign for more autono- 
my spreading to other 
minorities that the President, 
General Sani Abacha, dealt so 
ruthlessly with Saro-Whva and 
his fellow activists. Whether 
their executions have the in- 
tended deterrent effect remains 
to be seen. 

Some of the minorities have 
militant movements campaign- 
ing for their riehts. but none is 


IN BRIEF 


Union leader freed 

Lagos — Nigeria freed four po- 
litical detainees on New Year’s 
Day. newspapers said yesterday. 
The former leader of the oil 
union Nupeng, Wariebe 
Agamene, who led oil workers 
on a long and crippling strike 
in the summer of 1994 to press 
for the release and installation 
of the presidential claimant 
Moshood Abiola as head of 
state, was among those freed. 
Chief Abiola’s publicity aide 
Fred Eno, 03 unionist Ade 
Lome and Sylvester Akhaine- 
Odion, secretary-general of the 
Campaign for Democracy 
(CD), were also freed. Reuter 

Papandreou move 

Athens — Senior Greek so- 
cialist parly members called 
for the immediate replacement 
of ailing premier Andreas Pa- 
pandreou, saying he could not 
resume his duties after 44 days 
in hospital on life support ma- 
chines. “We must immediately 
elect a new prime minister as 
health reasons exclude the 
political presence of Andreas 
Papandreou,” socialist deputy 
Spyros Kaloudis said. Reuter 

Flood havoc 

Jakarta — Floods caused by 
heavy rains have lulled 14 peo- 
j pie and forced 120,000 others 
to flee their homes in Indone- 
sia’s northern province of Aceh, 
the official Anlara news agency- 
reported yesterday. AP 

Minister quits 

Vienna — Finance Minister 
Andreas Staribacher resigned 
after nine months in office, 
saying he was disillusioned with 
the way Austrian politics lack- 
led problems. Mr Staribacher. 
3S, said in a statement he want- 
ed to return to his previous job 
as a tax accountant. Reuter 

Ramos ‘plot’ 

Manila — Philippines security 
forces said they had arrested an- 
other group of foreign Muslim 
extremis is and accused them of 
plotting to kill President Fidel 
Ramos and his top generals. 
One of the suspects was linked 
to Rarazi Ahmed Youssef. on 
trial in New York in connection 
with the 1993 bombing of the 
World Trade Center. Reuter 

Iranian protest 

Tehran — About 2,000 demon- 
strators burned coffins and 
chanted “Death to America” in 
an anti-US rally in Tehran to 
protest at moves in the US Con- 
gress to fund covert activities 
against Iran. Reuter 

Unhappy New Year 

Madrid — A 58-year-old 
woman choked to death on 
the 12 grapes Spaniards eat at 
midnight on 31 December as 
they make their New Year’s 
wishes. Her husband called an 
ambulance but paramedics 
were unable to revive her. 
Spaniards swallow one grape 
with each stroke of midnight cm 
New Year's Eve. In Japan tra- 
ditional New Year delicacies, 
sticky rice cakes, claimed at least 
four victims in 1996's first two 
days when aged people choked 
on" them. Reuter 


so powerful as Saro-Wiwa's 
Movement for the Survival of 
the Ogoni People - and that has 
been effectively driven under- 
ground. 

Many of its leading members 
have barn detained or otherwise 
persuaded to keep their si- 
lence. A number of Ogoni 
chiefs have been bought out by 
the government with a combi- 
nation of threats and bribes. 

Nigeria’s minorities know 
they are unlikely to win many 
concessions from the military 
regime, which in October 
pledged to stay in power for 
another three year*. 

Bui even if the death of 
Saro-Wiwa has nol given them 
new hope, there are many mi- 
nority-rights supporters who 
realise that it has brought their 
grievances in lhe top of the 
political agenda. 


‘i 






obituaries / gazette 

Emmanuel 

Levinas 


Jewish philosophers in the mod- 
ern world have been many, but 
few have been inspired specif- 
ically by Judaism. Emmanuel 
Levinas began his philosophical 
career as a brilliant expounder 
of the phenomenology of 
Husserl and Heidegger but he 
developed into a leading philo- 
sophical expounder of Judaism 
for the modem world. 

Even more remarkably, he 
based his exposition not on 
Jewish mysticism (regarded by 
many, because of the labours of 
Geishom Scholem, as Judaism’s 
main neglected treasure), but on 
the much more central and 
characteristically Jewish tradi- 
tion of the Talmud. After so 
many centuries of denigration, 
after the defacements and burn- 
ings of Christian censors, the 
Talmud was brought forward by 
one of the acutest minds of the 
20th century as the corrective to 
the solipsism and sleriJe “to- 
tality'’ of Western philosophy 
from Plato to Hegel. 

Levinas was bom in 1906 in 
Lithuania, From 1923, he stud- 
ied in Strasbourg, and later in 
Freiburg with Husserl and Hei- 
degger. He became a French cit- 
izen in 1930, and was called up 
to army service in 1939. This 
saved his life. When he was cap- 
tured by the Germans, bis 
French uniform kept him from 
the gas-chambers that claimed 
all hxs Lithuanian relatives. His 
wife and daughter were hidden 
and saved through the help of 
a French friend, Maurice Blan- 
chot, in a Roman Catholic 
monastery near Orleans. The 
memory of the Nazi Holocaust 
dominated his thought, in- 
forming his enquiries into the 
ways in which the “other” be- 
came depersonalised. 

His first book was The The- 
ory of Intuition in Husserl's Phe- 
nomenology ( 1930). based on his 
doctoral dissertation at Frei- 
burg. This book, and his trans- 
lation of Husserl’s Cartesian 
, Meditations ( 193 1 ). introduced 
Husserl and Heidegger to 
French readers, notably to 


Sanre, who acknowledged his 
debt to iheseworfcs. Yet Levinas 
wrote of his “profound need to 
leave the dictate of Heidegger s 
philosophy”, while continuing to 

build on* basic Heideggerian 
insights. His new application of 
these influenced the decon- 
struction of Jacques Derrida, 
who wrote, “The thought of 
Emmanuel Levinas can make us 
tremble. At the heart of the 
desea. in the growing waste- 



land, this thought which fun- 
damentally no longer seeks to 
be a thought of Being and phe- 
nomenally. makes us dream of 
an inconceivable process of 
dismantling and dispossession.” 

In 1947. Levinas became the 
director of the Ecole Normale 
Israelite Orientate, a Jewish 
school w hich was part of the Al- 
liance Israelite Oricnlale. an ed- 
ucational organisation for 
Jewish communities in France 
and French Africa. Levinas was 
a practising Jew. who. in the 
midst of intense philosophical 
activity, continually served the 
Jewish community. At the same 
time, he sought to increase 
knowledge of Judaism among 
French intellectuals, who at- 
tended his famous Talmudic 
lectures with amazed appreci- 
ation of a treatment that fused 
traditional textual study with 
state-iif-the-ari philosophy. 
Some of these lectures were 
published in his Ouatres lectures 


talmudiques (1968) and later 
collections. Levinas also lec- 
tured in philosophy at the 
University of Paris at Nanterre. 

Among Levinas’s major writ- 
ings were De Vadstence a I'exis- 
tant (1947), Totality et infini 
(1961), Difficile Liberte (1963). 
His influence, great in France, 
was extended to the English- 
speaking countries from the 
Seventies onwards by transla- 
tions of his works, by publica- 
tion of interviews with him, 
and by the expository work of 
disciples, including Richard A. 
Cohen and Susan Handelman. 

The philosophy of Levinas is 
driven mainly by ethical con- 
cerns. He sees ethics as ground- 
ed in a true appreciation of the 
separate reality of “the other”. 
In his denial of monism, or 
schemes of “totality” (which he 
regarded as leading to total- 
itarianism in politics), he 
opposed both idealism and pos- 
itivism. Whereas many nowa- 
days use his term “the other” 
mainly negatively (as a weapon 
in the battle against xenopho- 
bia). Levinas used it positively, 
to express the separateness 
without which there can be no 
love. Here he followed the Tal- 
mudic axiom, “Every person is 
a separate universe.” 

The chief influence on Lev- 
inas, in Jewish philosophy, was 
Franz Roseozwejg. But Levinas 
developed many original in- 
sights, for which he created a 
new philosophical style, work- 
ing by nuanced repetition. His 
treatment of histondsm, and his 
concept of “eschatology”, are 
permanent acquisitions for phi- 
losophy, enabling it to escape 
from formulaic unity into a 
world of fecund plurality. 

Hyam Maccoby 

Emmanuel Levinas, philoso- 
pher bom Kaunas, Lithuania 30 
December 1905; Director, Ecole 
Normale Israelite Orientale de 
Paris 1947-61; married 1930 
Raissa Rachel (one son, one 
daughter); died Paris 25 
December 1995. 


Professor Robert Heuston 


The death of Robert Heuston 
is a serious loss to English le- 
gal history. As the author of 
Lives of the Lord Chancellors. 
1885-1970, he is the refounder 
of judicial biography as a 
respectable art form. 

Although on first meeting a 
shy. even austere man, Heuston 
was a delightful, witty and in- 
sightful companion. He was 
also a devoted teacher. Gener- 
ations of undergraduates at 
Pembroke College, Oxford 
(where he was a Fellow from 
1947 to 1965). remember him 
as the proverbial guide, philoso- 
pher and friend - and some- 
times rather intimidated dean. 
His time as the college's first 
Law Fellow ensured an emi- 
nence to law teaching at Pem- 
broke which was continued by 
his successors - Dan Prentice 
and John Eekelaar. He loved 
the college’s traditions and he 
enjoyed and savoured those 
same traditions at Trinity Col- 
lege Dublin, where he moved as 
Regius Professor in 1970, after 
five years as Professor al 
Southampton University. 

Intellectually, Heuston was 
probably a transitional figure in 
both the study of tort law and 
of legal history. His successive 
editions of Salmond on Tort 
showed a growing breadth of in- 
terest outside mere black letter 
law. Inevitably, however, his ten- 
tative steps towards a more 


contextual approach tended to 
be overshadowed by the work 
of P.S. Atiyah and the disciples 
of the American law and eco- 
nomics schools. At the same 
time, his contributions, through 
the 10 editions from 1953 to 
1992. were of great significance 
to academics and practitioners 
in both United Kingdom and 
the Commonwealth.' 

As the years progressed his 
interest in legal history grew. He 
is known chiefly for his contin- 
uation of Attlavs Lives of the 
Lord Chancellors. In a 1964 
volume he brought the history 
up to 1940 and in his 1987 vol- 
ume up to 1970. His somewhat 
gossipy, albeit deferential, style 
made his books especially 
popular with bench and Bar. 

His volumes probably had 
less acclaim among the newer 
generation of legal historians 
who tended to be more analyt- 
ical and less deferential. Robert 
Heuston himself was, in re- 
turn, somewhat sceptical of the 
more controversial approach 
and proudly eschewed reading 
the more “advanced” social 
science contributions to the 
ongoing evolution of legal 
history. 

Heuston was a son of the 
Protestant Ascendancy. His 
concern about the “betrayal” in 
1922 and the contribution of the 
Castle Catholics influenced 
generations of bis students. His 


lectures al Oxford on constitu- 
tional law, borne out of his Irish 
background, were thought by 
some to verge on the icono- 
clastic. This was particularly 
true for their views on funda- 
mental law - views which, one 
might add, would now find at 
least some favour with a Laws 
or a Woolf. 

His reputation extended 
through the common law world. 
A member of the Law Reform 
Committees in both England 
and Ireland, he had been Vis- 
iting Professoral the Universi- 
ties of Melbourne and British 
Columbia as well as the Aus- 
tralian National University. His 
work has now been dted in mast 
common law jurisdictions. 

He married Bridget Boll and, 
widow of Neville Ward-Peririns, 
his economics colleague at 
Pembroke, in 1962, and be- 
came a successful father to her 
four children. His wife's ill- 
nesses, at their retirement home 
at Navan, north of Dublin, 
were a great sadness to him and 
kept him away from the legal in- 
stitutions he loved so much. He 
was proud of being both a Hon- 
orary Bencher of Gray’s Ian and 
King's Inns, Dublin, and deeply 
touched by being a made a QC 
last spring. It was a fitting trib- 
ute to a man who has done so 
much for his profession - and 
his friends. 

Robert Stevens 




Sinclair (centre) vrito James Earl Jones and Sheila Johnson in Coming to America, 1988 Photograph: Ronald Grant Archive 


Madge Sinclair 


Madge Sinclair is best remem- 
bered for her portrayal of Kun- 
ta Kime’s wife, the house slave 
Belle whose only child, Kizzy, 
is sold to another plantation 
owner in the epic television dra- 
ma Roots (1977). Her perfor- 
mance earned her an Emmy 
nomination; a long career in 
American television followed. 

Bom in Kingston, Jamaica. 
Sinclair was educated at the 
Shortwood College for Women 
and taught in schools in Jamaica 
until she was 30. Moving to New 
York, she acted with the New 
York Shakespearean Festival 
and at Josepn Papp’s Public 
Theatre. She made her film 
debut with an impressive per- 
formance as Mrs Scott, the 
single-minded South Carolina 
school principal who clashes 


with Jon Voigt in Martin Rift’s 
Conrack (1974). Other film 
roles included the ma dame of 
a bordello in Leadbelfy (1976). 
the captain of the USS Sarato- 
ga in Star Trek IV. The Voyage 
Home (1986) and as Eddie 
Murphy’s mother in Coming to 
America (1988). In 1994 she was 
the voice of the lion queen in 
Disney’s smash hit animated 
feature The Lion King. 

Television provided Sinclair 
with numerous roles. She ap- 
peared in everything from The 
Waltons to the made-for- 
television feature I Know Why 
the Caged Bird Sings, adapted 
from Maya Angelou's eloquent 
autobiography. Sinclair once 
said: “Some people get snooty 
about it, but I like working for 
{derision. I can finish something 


and see it the next week.” For 
her regular role as the unflap- 
pable nurse Ernestine Shooprn 
the popular drama series Trap- 
per John, MS}., a spin-off from 
M*A *S*H *, Sinclair was nom- 
inated for three Emmy awards. 
She won a Los Angeles regional 
Emmy for the 1987 drama Loofc 
Away in which die portrayed the 
former slave who was Mary 
Tbdd Lincoln’s dressmaker. 
More recently she won anoth- 
er Emmy for her role as James 
Earl Jones’s love interest in the 
ABC series Gabriels Fire. In 
1994 Sinclair was featured in the 
miniseries A Century of Women . 

In addition to her Emmy 
awards, Sinclair was honoured 
by the prune minister of Ja- 
maica with the Order of Dis- 
tinction, Rank of Commander. 


Besides television, Sinclair also 
found time to make stage ap- 
pearances with the Los Ange- 
les Theatre Center which, she 
said, reminded her of her be- 
ginnings at the Public Theatre 
in New York. One reviewer 
was moved to describe her per- 
formance in Baseman and Lena 
at the Center as “magnificent”. 

In 1993 Sinclair came to 
London to appear at the 
Cochrane Theatre as the sharp- 
witted Isabella in The Lion, 
Michael Abbensetts's play di- 
rected by Horace Ove for the 
Talawa Theatre Company. 

Stephen Bourne 

Madge Sinclair, actress: bom 
Kingston, Jamaica 2S April 1940; 
married (two sons); died Los 
Angeles 20 December 1995. 


Lindsay Boynton 



Heuston: gossipy 


Robert Francis Vent Heuston, 
legal scholar: bom Dublin 1 7 No- 
vember 1923 : called to the Bar. 
King's Inns 1947, Gray's Inn 
1951; Fellow, Pembroke College, 
Oxford 1947-65 (Honorary Fel- 
low 1982), Dean 1951-57. Pro- 
Proctor 1953; Professor of Law, 
Southampton University 1965-70; 
member. Law Reform Commit- 
tee (England) 2968-70, f Ireland ) 
1975-81; Regius Professor of 
Laws, Trinity College Dublin 
1970-83; Arthur Goodhart Pro- 
fessor of Legal Science and Fel- 
low, Jesus College, Cambridge 
1986-87; honorary QC 1995: 
publications include Salmond 
and Heuston on Torts (as edi- 
tor), 11th edition 1953 to 20th 
edition 1992, Lives of the Lord 
Chancellors, vol i 1885-1940 
1964, vol u 1940-70 1987; mar- 
ried 1962 Bridget Ward-Paidns 
{nie Bolland); died Navan, 
Ireland 21 December 1995. 


Lindsay Boynton made an im- 
portant contribution to the 
study of furniture history and 
helped develop the subject as an 
academic discipline. He was a 
pioneer in establishing the study 
of the decorative arts in British 
universities, demonstrating 
through his meticulous schol- 
arship that the history of fur- 
nishings and interiors was a 
natural complement to archi- 
tectural history both in visual - 
that is to say art-historical terms 
- and as a suhstantive part of so- 
cial and economic history. In 

1964 he was the principal 
founder of the Furniture History 
Society, he acted as its Honorary 
Secretary until 1981. 

Boynton began as a Tudor 
historian at Leeds University 
from 1958 to 1966, publishing 
his book The Elizabethan Mili- 
tia in 1967. His interest in fur- 
niture was already evident, as in 

1965 he had published the first 
of many erudite articles in Fur- 
niture History, on “The Bed-bug 
and the ’Age of Elegance* ". 

In 1966 Boynton moved to 
Westfield College, London, 
where in 1972 he became a 
Reader in History. He published 
numerous articles on furniture- 
makers and designers including 
Thomas Chippendale, luce and 
Mayhew and Sheraton. He de- 
veloped two innovative cours- 
es in the study of furniture and 
interiors, 16(10-1800, and their 


relationship to architecture in 
Britain and Europe which 
helped develop an interdisci- 
plinary approach to the study of 
visual culture. 

His interest in social history 
focused on the travel diaries of 
the Worsley family in the 18th 
century. Boynton established Sir 
Richard Worsley, British Resi- 
dent in Venice from 1793, as one 
of Britain’s most notable col- 
lectors of paintings and antiq- 
uities. Boynton’s elegant writing 
presented Georgian society en- 
tertainingly. He revealed the pri- 
vate life of Lord Burlington and 
the society scandals of Regency 
England without passing judge- 
ment But his enthusiasm for the 
lavish banquets and private 
musical performances by artists 
such as Handel betrayed his 



Boynton: furniture history 


own love of a good dinner and 
passion for music. 

In recent years Boynton con- 
centrated on the Gfllow family 
of furniture designers, working 
in London and Lancaster in the 
18th and early 19th centuries. 
This huge undertaking began in 
1967 when he initiated moves 
to save an archive of Gillow's 
business activities from export. 
He built up an invaluable visu- 
al record of the firm’s work. Last 
year saw the publication of the 
first of two planned volumes on 
Gfllow: (Mow Furniture Ibsigns 
1760-1800. A complementary 
study of the history of Che firm 
was in preparation at the time 
of Boynton's sudden death. 

Throughout his career Boyn- 
ton published regularly on ar- 
chitectural subjects, helped by 
his partner David Williams at 
the camera. His last work, which 
will appear posthumously, was 
an essay on the Georgian villas 
on the Isle of Wight, where he 
spent much of his early life. 

Dana Arnold 


Lindsay Oliver John Boynton, an 
historian: bom 20 April 1934; 
Bryce Research Student, Oxford 
University 1958-59; assistant lec- 
turerfLecturer in History, London 
University 1966-72; Reader in 
History, Westfield College (later 
Queen Mary and Westfield Col- 
lege), London 1972-95; died 
London 12 December 1995. 


Harry 

Cripps 


Countless footballers have been 
held in esteem- even rwjr- 
ence bv fans enraptured by 
their heroes' sporting prow**. 
But few at any club have been 
loved - if that woru seems re- 
cessive- h AN* hifl here - in 
the manner of Harry Cripps by 
followers of MiltwaH through- 
out the 1960 s and early 1970s. 

■Arrv Boy. as he was affec- 
tionately dubbed, was a rather 
rotund left back who tackled fe- 
rociously and sirovcconstant- 
lv and courageously for a dozen 
0 \ so seasons as the Lions rose 
from fourth division mediocrity 
to the brink of the top flight. 

But Cripps represented mfi- 

aiielymoretoMillw^ ihrnhs 

highly respectable tally of 444 
senior appearances and 40 
soals. A warm, humorous indi- 
vidual. he enjoyed a rich rapport 
with the toughly self-sufficient 
denizens of Cold Blow Lane, 
who sow him as one of ihcir 
own. He played the game seri- 
ously but he revelled in by-play 
with the crowd. 

Other plavers. many far more 
gifted than the somewhat pon- 
derous though not unskilful 
defender, were equally com- 
mitted to the cause and a few 
of them were as combative 
(though that took some doing). 
But none of them could count 
on a welcoming roar just for tak- 
ing the pitch or be allowed such 
good-natured leeway on mak- 
ing a mistake. Indeed, a signif- 
icant part of the Cripps appeal 
was that he could take criticism, 
mid was never a moaner no mat- 
ter bow dire the circumsiances. 

’Am' Bov had arrived at The 
Den inJune 1961, a 19-year-old 

•i .i i A i. 


sen competitor, he soon be- 
e established in the first 



Cripps: toe epitome of NGHwall 


fourth and third divisions, in 
1965 and 1966. Thereafter he 
was a model of consistency, 
enjoying a stint as skipper, 
holding the club’s appearance 
record for a spell and still be- 
ing an important member of the 
side when Millwall just missed 
reaching the first division in 
1972. 

After that the ageing Cripps 
switched to midfield, where his 
lack of pace was less exposed, 
until he moved to Charlton 
Athletic in October 1974. That 
term he helped his new club 
reach the second division, sub- 
sequently serving them as as- 
sistant manager to Andy 
Nelson. 

In later years Cripps man- 
aged non-league Barking, was 
no 2 to his old friend Bobby 
Moore at Southend, coached a 
variety of amateur sides and 
worked in insurance. But it is as 
the veiy epitome of Millwall FC 
that ’Any Boys place in 
football folklore is assured. 

Ivan Footing 

Henry Richard Cripps, footballer 
bom East Dereham, Norfolk 29 
April 1941; played for West Ham 
United 1956-61, MiRwaU 1961 - 
74, Chariton Athletic 1974-75: 
died 29 December 1995. 
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BIRTHS 

WALKER-SMITH: On 22 December to 
Adrian Walker-Smith and Christine 
Headley. Flora Louise, a sister lor 
Casixxura. 

DEATHS 

CHERKASSKY: Shura. See Funeral 
Arrangement*. 

ELLIOTT: Mark William, on 2S De- 
cember, peacefully at home in Wir- 
chester. Dearly lowed husband, father 
and grandfather. Cremation at 
Southampton, 2pm, 4 January'. Fam- 
ily Dowers only. Donations if desired 
to Cancer Research Campaign, c/o 
Jno Steel & Son. Chcsil House. 
Chej.il Street, Winchester, Hamp- 
shire. 

LEWIS: On 22 December, at his home 
in Linton. Ro«-on-Wyt, Group Cap- 
tain John Bowen Lewis RAF ( Retd), 
^ed 79 years. Beloved hustond of the 
late Marian, father of Dura and An- 
gela, and grandfather. Service and in- 
terment of cremated remains at 
Lint an Parish Church on Monday 8 
January at 12 noon. Family flowers 
only. Donations in lieu to Hereford- 
shire Talking Newspaper for the 
Blind. c/oWffiam Bevan, Funeral D»- 


Appointments 
Miss Caroline Sarah Raymond 
Ihbbs, to be a Metropolitan Stipen- 
diary Magistrate. 

Mr Kenneth Lindsay Kirkwood, and 
Mr John Michael Harrow to be 
full-time chairman of Social Securi- 
ty Appeal Tribunals, Medical Appeal 
Tribunals, Disability Appeal Tri- 
bunals and Child Support Appeal 
Tribunals. 

Mr Timothy Gordon Pontius, to be 
a circuit judge on the South Eastern 

C&cuit. 


Births, 

Marriages 

& Deaths 

« 

rector*. 16 Old Gloucester Road. 
Ross-on-Wyc. 

FUNERAL 

ARRANGEMENTS 

CHERKASSKY: Shura. All friends are 
wry welcome IP attend the funeral 
service to be held at St George’s 
Church. Hanover Square. London 
Wl, on Monday 8 January at 1pm, to 
be fallowed bv private buriaL No flow- 
ers please, out donations for the 
Musicians Benevolent Fund or the 
American Friends of the Odessa 
Philharmonic Orchestra can be seat 
C/o Levctlon & Sous, 212 EverahoU 
Street, London NW1 1BD. 

For Curette BIRTHS. MARRIAGES & 
DEATHS, please telephone 0171-293 
201 1 or fax to W7J-29J 2U10- Charges 
are ££50 a line tVAT txtraj. 


Mr Nicofas John MitdKfi, to be a cir- 

cuit judge on the Midland and 
Oxford Circuit. 

Mr Stephen Edward Rogers, to be a 
district judge on the Wales and 
Chester CircuiL 

Mr MJX Sbernud QC, elected trea- 
surer of the Middle Temple. 

Lord NichoUs of Birkenhead, elect- 
ed Deputy Treasurer of the Middle 
Temple. 

Mr Ralph Kesienbaum. re-elected 
Vice-Chairman of (he London 
MelaJ Exchange. 


Birthdays 

Mr David Atherton, music director. 
Hong Kang Philharmonic Orchestra, 
52; Mr John BamboTOugh, former 
Principal, Linacre College, Oxford, 
75; Mr Michael Barratt, television 
presenter, 68; Mr Victor Boige, mu- 
sician and comedian. 87; Mr Keith 
Brockman, General Secretary, Iron 
and Steel IFades Confederation. 59; 
Sir Robin Butler, Secretary of the 

Cabinet and Head of the Civil Ser- 
vice, 58; Professor Sir Biyan Cars- 
berg, Director General of Fair 
Trading, 57; Lord Colyton, former 
government minuter, 94; Sir Aiastair 
Forbes, former judge, 88; Mr Mcl 
Gibson, actor, 40; Mr Richard Han- 
bury-Tenison, Lord-Lieutenant of 
Gwent, 71: Sir Roy Harding, educa- 
tionist, 72; Mr Robert Hughes MP, 
63; Mr John Patti Jones, rock musi- 
cian and producer. 50; Admiral Sir 
Michael Layard, Second Sea Lord, 
Chief of Naval Personnel, 60: Miss 
Anya Linden (Lady Sainsbiny of Prc- 
stou Candovcr), former ballerina, 63: 
Mr Eric Martin- ME 47; Sir Carol 
Mather, fonner MP, 77; Mr Sicg- 
mund Nisei, former member of the 
Amadeus Quartet, 74; Sir John Rid- 
dell, former royal equerry, 62; Miss 
Eiifys Roberts, former deputy di- 
rector, Consumers’ Association, 85; 
Mr Graham Ross Russell, chair- 
man, Securities Institute, 62; Mr 
Robert Steedman, architect, 67; Mr 
ManhtW Taylor MP 33: Mr John 
Thaw, actor, 54; Mr David Vine. BBC 
sports commentator, 60. 

Anniversaries 

Births: Marcus Tullius Cicero, ora- 
tor and statesman, 106 BC; dement 
Richard Attlee, first Earl Attlee. 


statesman, 1883; Herbert Stanley 
Morrison. Baron Morrison of Lam- 
beth, statesman, 1888: John Ronald 
Reuel Tolkien, academic and novel- 
ist, 1892; Ray Mill and (Reginald Tr- 
uscott-Jones), actor, 1907; Pamela 
Franks u, novelist, 1908. Deaths: Je- 
remiah Horrcds, astronomer, 1641; 
josiah Wedgwood, potter, 1795; 
Rachel (Elisa Felix), actress. IS5& 
Pierre- Alhanase Larousse, editor 
and encyclopaedist 1875; Elizabeth 
Palmer Peabody, educationist and pi- 
oneer of kindergartens, 1894; 
William Joyce (“Lord Haw-Haw"), 
British traitor, executed 1946: Con- 
rad Nkholson HEton, hotel magnate, 
1979. On this day: Marlin Luther was 
excommunicated, 1521; George 
Washington defeated the British 
army at ibe Battle of Princeton. 
1777; work on the Brooklyn -New 
York bridge began. 1870; Howard 
Carter discovered the sarcophagus in 
the tomb of Tblankharaun, 1924; Sir 
Edmund Hillary reached the South 
Pole, 1958. Today is the Feast Day of 
St Anlberus pope. St Berlilia' of 
Mareufl, St Genevieve or Gcnovefa 
and St Peter Balsam, 


Lectures 


7J — U 

WBuim FeiUing 1st Ei 
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British Museum; Delia Pemberton. 
Architecture of Cairo: from antiq- 
uity to the Ayyu bids', 1,15pm. 


•-•muging qj me liua 
The Household Cavalry m 
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Solicitors must pay costs of improper claim 


Tolstoy-Milosfavsky v Aldington; 
Court of Appeal (Lord Justice 
Rose, Lord Justice Rocb and Lord 
Justice Ward); 13 December 1995 

There was no jurisdiction to 
make an order for costs against 
a solicitor solely on the ground 
that he acted without fee. His 
duty to the court was the same 
whether he was paid or not, and 
simply by acting without pay- 
ment he did not put himself in 
the position of a “third party 
funder” of litigation. 

The Court of Appeal af- 
firmed, though for different 
reasons, an order made by Mr 
Justice Collins on 16 Decem- 
ber 1994, requiring the appel- 
lants, S hilling & Lom, a firm of 
solicitors acting for the plain- 
tiff, Count Nikolai Tolstoy- 
Mflosiavsky, to pay 60 percent 
of the costs incurred by the de- 
fendant, Toly Low, Baron Ald- 
ington, in proceeding's in which 
Count Tolstoy claimed that 
Lord Al ding ton had used fraud 
and petjury to win a libel action 
in 1990, in which he had been 
awarded £1.5m in damages 
and costs against Count Tolstoy 
and his co-defendant Nigel 
Watts. 

The essence of the libel was 


LAW REPORT 
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jor war criminal responsible for 

the massacre of 70,000 people 
in May 1945. After a two- 
month trial. Lord Aldington’s 
reputation was vindicated, but 
in financial terms it was a 
Pyrrhic victory: Nigel Walts 
only paid £10,000 and Count 
Tolstoy, having bad himself 
made bankrupt, paid nothing. 

The present proceedings, in 
which Count Tolstoy sought to 
set aside the libel judgment on 
grounds of fraud and perjury, 
were begun by awrit issued by 
Shilling & Loro, who have act- 
ed for Count Tolstoy since 
1991. Legal aid was not applied 
for and both counsel and so- 
licitors acted for Count Tolstoy 
free of charge. ^ 

Lord Aldington successful- 






ly applied to nave this action 
Struck out, ou the grounds that 
it was frivolous, vexatious and 
an abuse of process. He then 
applied for an order that Count 
Tolstoy's lawyers pay his costs, 
on the grounds (a) that they 
were “wasted costs”, as defined 
in section 51(6) and (7) of the 
Supreme Court Act 1981 (as 
amended by the Courts and Le- 


gal Services Act 1990), which 
the solicitors should pty, their 
conduct having been “improp- 
er” and “unreasonable"; and 
(b) that by agreeing to act 
without fee, the solicitors put 
themselves in the position of 
third party funders and should 
be made to pay the costs pur- 
suant to the general discretion 
conferred by section 51(1) and 
(3) of the Act 

The judge rejected the first 
ground but made his order on 
the basis of the second ground. 
Guy Mansfield QC and. Adrienne Plage 
(Bartow Lyde & Gilbert! for Shilling 
& Lom; Charles Gray QC {Aden de 
Oim) for Lord Aldington: Duncan 
MashesonQC and Gregory Oiamben 
(Diane Burleigh, and Janice Bye) far 
the Lav.’ Society and the Bar 
Council 

Lord Justice Rose said the 
judge readied die right con- 
clusion by the wrong route. Sec- 
tion 51(1) and (3) did not 
confer jurisdiction to make an 
order for costs against legal 
representatives when acting as 
legal representatives. 

There were only three cate- 


gories of conduct which could 
give rise to an order for costs 
against a solicitor: (i) if it was 
within the wasted costs juris- 
diction of section 51(6) and (7); 
(ti) if it was otherwise a breach 
of duty to the court; or (iii) if 
he acted outside the role of 
solicitor. 

There was no jurisdiction to 
make an order for costs against 
a solicitor solely on the ground 
that he acted without fee. It was 
proper and in the public inter- 
est for counsel and solicitors to 
act without fee. Whether a so- 
licitor acted for remuneration 
or not did not alter his duty to 
his client and the court, or the 
absence of any duty to protect 
the opposing party from a 
hopeless claim. 

The order in this case should 
have been made under the 
wasted costs jurisdiction of 
section 51(6) and (7). The ac- 
tion was a collateral attack on 
a court of competent jurisdic- 
tion and was prima facie an 
abuse. Against the background 
of the case, the solicitors' con- 
duct was properly to be char- 
acterised as '‘unreasonable’*. 

Lord Justice Koch and Lord 
Justice Ward concurred. 

P&ul Magrath, Barrister 
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news analysis 


^ ^ 

^ a * 1d h ands over to his half-brother, Fred Halliday explains why Saudi Arabia’s hold over the global economy is growing 

A kingdom whose power haunts the world 


WinTh? m0lIrS ,eak «< Out 

SBS^-jgfc 

***£$£&,,?££ 
POrary basis whicb ma y 

P^e permanent The hand 

s*-"? —of r£S 

emnL deUberate att empt to 

emphasise continuity and busi- 

SSl ? “ SUal: as ^ ^ may 
well succeed. The episode 

however, is a reminder ^ 

L^ni mp ? rtant Saudi Arabia 
k, not only to the Middle East 

but also to the West 

Saudi Arabia, the only state 
m the world called aSer its 
rulers. is a country that has 
long embarrassed its friends in 
the Arab world and in the 
West It continues blithely to 
deny that international stan- 
dards of justice, punishment or 
human rights are relevant to it 
the consultative assembly set 
up by King Fahd in 1993 has 
all its members nominated by 
the monarch, no powers of 
decision, and meets in secret 
All of this is justified in the 
name of Saudi “tradition” and 
of Islam, despite the fact that 
the tradition is something 
invented by the male princes 
of the Saudi family to suit their 
convenience, and many Mus- 
lims, including quite a few 
inside Saudi Arabia itself, dis- 
pute this interpretation. 

To date, the Saudi royal 
family has been able to ride 
out the various storms: repres- 
sion at home, intrusive and 
cruel, but mild by the stan- 
dards of other, more secular 
and republican regimes in the 
region, combined with the dis- 
tribution of wealth, have kept 
critics at bay. Saudi Arabia 
allows no foreign correspon- 
dents to reside on its soil. Its 
press at home, and the news- 
papers and media it controls 
abroad, put a tame line. Even 
supposedly independent com- 
mercial associates, such as the 
BBC Arabic TV, find them- 
selves subject to controls by 
their Saudi associates. 

Why has the outside world 


The wealth of Saudi Arabia 


Third largest pefroteum producer in the 
world. Patrol provided 98 per cent of export 
revenue in 1992. In early 1994, Saudi Arabia’s 
proven recoverable reserves of o3 ware 
261500 minion barrels, eouivatanl to about 




Leading purchaser of weapons 
in 1994, spending $9.5bn. 

Dsfence spendng is 33 per cent of total 
budget expenditure in 1995 


Centre of Islam and 
home to the two Holy 
Mosques - Mecca, birthplace 


Tine Saudi royal family tree 



King Fahd, 73. 
Promoted beneficial 
links with the West, 
allowed the US 
troops to base in 
Saudi Arabia during 
the Gulf War. 
Updated cabinet last 
year by replacing 16 
of 25 members 


Prince Turfci al- 
Faisal, 50. 

Nephew of Fahd, 
brother of Prince Saud. 
Actual head of Saudi 
intelligence, educated 
in US. Went to 
university with Bill 
Clinton 


a more moderate, if still intol- 
erant, face for Islamic move- 
ments and has spread money 
liberally, in the Muslim world 
and among the offshore 
umma (Islamic communities) 
of Western Europe, to 
encourage compliance. 

The reasons of state behind 
appeals to Islamic principle 
were highlighted during the 
Gulf war of 1990-1991: three 


centres of power, Tehran, 
...... Baghdad and Riyadh, corn- 

indulged this curious set-up petedfor the influence of Mus- 
tor the past five decades. lims in this straggle. Perhaps 
Three reasons above all sug- the greatest “success” of Saudi 
gcst themselves. support for right-wing causes 

One is the role of Saudi was m Afghanistan: matching 
Arabia ui i promoting “Islam . the CIA in its involvement 
Dunng the heyday of secular and funding its dollars through 
Arab nationalism in the Mid- the Pakistani military, the 
die East, after the Suez crisis Saudis fuelled the Islamist cur- 


of 1956, Saudi Arabia offered 
another focus for the Arab 
and Muslim worlds, one hos- 
tile to Communism and to the 
nationalism of Nasser's Egypt 
and sundry Ba'athist regimes 
in Syria and Iraq. Since the 
rise of the Islamic revolution- 
ary movement in Iran. Saudi 
Arabia has sought to promote 


rents opposed to Kabul. 

The second reason why 
Saudi Arabia matters is 
because of its position in the 
Arabia peninsula and the Per- 
sian Gulf. Useful during the 
Cold War-foryears the largest 
American base between West 
Germany and Okinawa was at 
Dhahran in Saudi Arabia - it 


acquired new significance with 
the rise of Saddam's Iraq and 
of the Iranian revolution. Horn 
the early Sixties onwards. Saudi 
Arabia helped the West by 
bullying its poorer neighbours 

It continues 
blithely to 
deny that 
international 
standards of 
justice are 
relevant 


in Yemen, where nationalist 
movements were developing. 
With the fall of the Shah, Saudi 
Arabia became the most 
important American ally in 
this region: and in May 1981, 
while Saddam was distracted 
by his war with Iran, the Saudis 
joined with the five other 
monarchies of the Gulf to 


found the Gulf Co-operation 
Council. 

This dub of oil-producing 
monarchs was designed to 
exclude not only Iran, a radi- 
cal non-Arab republic, but 
also Iraq, whose military and 
political challenge the Saudis 
have long feared. This became 
startlingly clear in August 
1990, when Saddam invaded 
Kuwait 

The GCC is. however, less 
of a client Saudi body than 
might appear, some states. 
notably Oman and the Emi- 
rates, continued to trade and 
negotiate with Tbhran during 
the 1980-1988 Iran-Iraq war, 
while others, Qatar and 
Oman, have moved ahead of 
the rest in normalising rela- 
tions with Israel. Saudi Arabia 
continues to proclaim sup- 
port for Kuwait, but there are 
tensions beneath the surface. 
The Kuwaitis do not forget 
that it was the Saudi tribes, not 
Iraq, that forcibly annexed 
two-thirds of their territory in 
the Twenties; today, some 
influential Saudis are talking 
of the need to accept better 


relations with Saddam, and to 
doubt whether, given the 
domestic tensions it precipi- 
tated within Saudi society, it 
would be worth going to war 
for Kuwait a second time 
round. 

The third reason why Saudi 
Arabia matters is, of course, 
oil - the decisive position of 
Saudi Arabia in the oil mar- 
ket, the large reserves it con- 
tains, and the revenues these 
reserves will continue to gen- 
erate. The oil market has a 
multiplicity of producers, and 
new states, such as Colombia, 
are coming on to the market: 
but while the power of the 
Opec cartel has continued to 
decline, that of Saudi Arabia 
as “swing producer’' (ie. as the 
state with the greatest physi- 
cal and financial capacity to 
vary supply) has increased: 
producing today around 
13 per cent of the world total, 
Saudi Arabia has ensured that 
oil prices have remained low 
and stable. 

In so doing, it has both 
paid off the West for its con- 
tinued military support and 


watched while other, more 
populous states that oppose it 

- in the past Iraq, today Iran 

- suffer a fall in revenue. Its 
position in the oD market is, 
however, likely to strengthen: 

Unless the 
leading brothers 
fall out badly, 
the ruling 
family can bet 
on continued 
state cohesion 


with an estimated 260 million 
barrels, equal to 26 per cent of 
the world’s known reserves. 
Saudi Arabia will remain vital 
to the world economy for 
decades to come. 

Oil prices may have been 
falling since the early Eighties, 
but on present projections 
there will come a time. 


between five and 10 years 
from now, when prices will 
start rising again as production 
of a commodity the world has 
not learnt to do without 
becomes more and more con- 
centrated in the hands of four 
Gulf producers: Saudi Arabia, 
together with Kuwait (9.6 per 
cent of known world reserves), 
Iraq (9.9 per cent) and Abu 
Dhabi (9.1 percent). Whoever 
controls Saudi Arabia will 
therefore be the dominant 
partner in a cartel within Opec 
that no outside power can 
ignore. 

Little wonder, then, that 
members of the Saudi elite 
exhibit both paranoia about 
external enemies and criti- 
cism. and a confidence that 
few in the world can match. 
Their greatest fear is that for 
some reason the cornerstone 
of their security policy, the US 
military guarantee, will disin- 
tegrate: but despite tensions in 
the US-Saudi relationship 
(their ambassador in Wash- 
ington, Prince Bandar, has 
spend much of the Clinton 
years out of town), the import 


of the oil market is not lost on 
the United States. 

At home, the balance of 
piety and indulgence, of devel- 
opment and constraint, will 
continue. Junior princes may 
have cornered the market in 
smuggled alcohol; the armed 
forces may be unable to con- 
front any of the kingdom's 
major external enemies: the 
educated middle classes, espe- 
cially women, may be restless: 
but unless the leading broth- 
ers fall out badly, the ruling 
family can bet on the contin- 
ued cohesion of their state, 
and on the indulgence of at 
least part of the population for 
a regime that has brought 
more prosperity and stability 
than many around it. 

Until the rest of the world 
stops driving motor cars, the 
inhabitants of Saudi Arabia 
(or whatever the country may- 
be called in the future) will 
continue to benefit from the 
double standards of the inter- 
national community. 

The author is professor of inter- 
national relations at the LSE. 



Scouting 
for Guides? 

A presidential slur has been 
cast on the virtue of the Girl 
Guides. But H may have been 
a case of mistaken identities. It 
was reported around the world 
yesterday that a Girl Guide 
handbook had been banned in 
Kenya, on the grounds that it 
promoted promiscuity. A 
morally outraged President 
Daniel arap Moi pronounced: 



Moi: GuWehunter genera! 


“It talks about sex, and I direct 

that the book be removed from 

the shelves” . 

Sexual liamiwusnessisnot a 
charge to which the Guide 
Association is accustomed. 
What could the handbook, 
innocently entitled Family Life. 

“Sv detain? “We hav.no 

idea. Thai's just ihe pon - 
we've never even heard of the 
hook before' explained la dg 
tressed spokeswoman forth® 
World Association of 
Guides and Girl Scouts. 

The mvstenous and prof» 
femnde fisna!? {.i/V. it emerged. 


is not published by the Guide 
Association at all, but by the 
Girl Guide Association of 
America. “That is not - and I 
repeat, not - a member of our 
organisation,” the spokes- 
woman stressed. “Our ladies in 
Kenya are very concerned 
about this. They are great 
respecters of traditions and 
cultures, and now ail this has 
happened. We have no idea 
whal tins other Guide associa- 
tion is, but we want to protect 
our good name.” 

Eagle Eye’s inquiries could 
not unearth a single trace of the 
rogue Guiding outfit. The 
“ladies in Kenya" could offer 
no insights, and the Girl Scouts 
of America, bona fide repre- 
sentatives of Baden Powell 
across the pond, professed to 
be equally baffled. 

If there is a fifth column of 
Guiders dedicated to sullying 
such a wholesome institution at 
the highest levels of interna- 
tional politics. Eagle Eye is 
pledged to hunt them down. 


Cuts afoot 

If Michael Foot bad become 
Prime Minister; “half of _ as 
would be walking around with- 
out our festides 7 ’ . This politi- 
cal analysis Is not mine - a 

eunuch -dominated population 
was one of the few things not 
pro mis ed in Labours 1983 
manifesto - but that of John 
Sutherland. Professor of pg- 
lisb at University College, 
London. 

Last month Professor Snth- 
eriand reviewed Michael Foot s 

biography of HGWdls m the 

London Review of Boofts. ^Noting 
that WeHs had publicly advo- 
cated concentration camps- and 
sterilisation for undesirables, 
and that Foot’s biography was 
largely sympathetic, Suther- 


land wrote: “If this represents 
Libertarian socialism, thank 
God Michael Foot never 
became Prime Minister: half of 
us would be walking around 
without our testicles.” 

In the issue of the LRB out 
next Friday. Foot replies in 
high dudgeon, taking on 



Testicular ambitions? 


Sutherland and other Wells 
critics, in chiding the late Mal- 
colm Muggeridge, in a letter 
stretching to well over 1,000 
words. He concktdes forribiy on 
the accusation that a Foot gov- 
ernment would have had a 
minister for castration: “I 
would not wish to make light of 
such a prodigious hazard. But 
If the aforesaid Wfeflsian-Foot 
regime had been in existence, 
he (Sutherland) and his 
fiends, male and female, 
would have the compensation 
that they could choose their 
lovers without fear or favour 
Moreover, they could have 
escaped one world war and 
possibly two, and the nuclear 
explosion which might still 
blow us all into Moggeridge's 
kingdom come.” 

This is aO very confusing. 
Can we under a Conservative 
regime not choose our lovers 
without fear or favour? Does 
Mr Foot know something we 
don’t? Or has he been reading 
too much science fiction? 


Censored 

The Cabinet papers of 1965, 
released this week, have thrown 
up one footnote, which shows 
that there was a time - clearly 
before EEC directives - when 
Prime Ministers were as con- 
cerned about the language of 
policy as the policy themselves. 
Harold Wilson's response to 
the draft of the first (and last) 
five-year National Plan was 
conveyed in a short note from 
his private secretary to the 
DEA (Department of Eco- 
nomic Affairs) on 5 August 
1965: “The Prime Minister was 
told this morning by a senior 
minister that the draft of the 
plan contains somewhere the 
word ‘containerisation’. The 
Prime Minister found this 
barely credible but has 
instructed me to arrange that 
this word should be banned.” 

Barely credible perhaps. But, 
inevitably the word now exists, 
defined by the dictionary as the 
noon from containerise “to 
convey cargo in standard-sized 
containers”. National Plan, on 
the other hand, is not dignified 
with an entry. 


Australian Opera’s production 
of Nabucco that he demanded 
a refund. His complaint was 
upheld by a consumer daims tri- 
bunal, and the company ordered 
to repay him the cost of his tick- 
ets. The incident is deplored by 
the leader writers of the Stage, 

the showbiz industry’s journal 
this week: “This is surety a case 
of consumer rights taken to 
ridiculous extremes,” it says. 

Could this mean that 
Britain's producers are getting 
worried that a precedent has 
been set? Eagle Eye is with the 
consumer on this one. The lat- 
est London production of Mac- 
beth has Jane Horrocks as Lady 
M urinating on stage. One for 
the ombudsman surely. 


Exclusive Sony 
New Year Offer. 


Off key 


An opera-goer in Sydney, Aus- 
tralia, was so dissatisfied with 
the artistic interpretation of 


Cornish bred 

The first baby born this year 
was Annabel Cliff born 30 sec- 
onds after midnight on 1 Jan- 
uary in Auckland, New 
Zealand. No money in that for 
all the British press agencies 
on the story. Except the West 
News press agency in Draro. 
"Proud parents Blair and Slam 
Cliffleft St Agnes in Cornwall 
in August, meaning the world's 
first 1996 baby was conceived 
on Cornish soil,” it proudly 
reports. That’s what 1 call 
resourceful. 

Eagle Eye 



What do you expect? This is Macbeth 


Stuart Moms 


Cellphones Direct is Britain’s 
largest mai order suppfier of top 
brand mobie phones. Backed by 
c ommi tted and efficient customer 
aftercare service. 

Which is why Sony have 
exclusively chosen us to bring you 
tins big value after on Britain's 
smallest phone. 

Simply phone us with you? 
credit card details to receive your 
phone plus valuable extras m 4 
working days. 


CDCC CONNECTION TO 
rnCC VODAFONE LOW CALL 

WITH NO TARIFF INCREASES 
GUARANTEED FOR LIFE 


♦Only available 
from Cellphones 
Direct A Sony 
Centres. 
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Kpperaia (42ip+MT) 
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Peak times B.00-i9.QD Mon to Fri. 
tensed biflngs charged at £1.77 irc VAT 
per montti. Line rental {debited monthly 
in advance) and airtime charges will be 
debited to yaui nominated crem/chaige 
or Deda cad. Cafc chsged Aunts 01 30 
seartis rfw the first mlrute. 



CELLPHONES 
DIRECT 
PACKAGE 
SONY CM-R111K 



FREE SONY REMOTE 
COMMANDER 
FREE SONY EARPHONE 
MICROPHONE 
FREE SONY LONG AERIAL 
TOGETHER WORTH £13S mp 


Ike nod anpretesm 


GUARANTEED PEACE OF MIND 

Vtw phono is cornea by our 74 days 
no quibble money back prarnse. 


MODEL CM-RI11K. 

♦ 9 speed dial memories ♦SO 
mins talk-time ♦ 14 hrs standby* 
time ♦ Featherwagfrt only Z85g 
(6'/aati ♦ Complete with charger 
and stan d ard battery 
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ORDER NOW FOR FREE DELIVERY IN 4 WORKING DAYS 


FREEPHONE 0500 000 888 
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Hidden cost to 
the taxpayer 





T he Government has pulled a fast one 
on the self-employed. From small 
shopkeepers to barristers, window-dean- 
ers to computer consultants, the self- 
employed may have fell daunted by the 
administrative changes in lax assessment 
to be introduced next year. But what few 
will have realised is (hat hidden behind the 
technical changes is a lax bike in 1 998/99 
of £850m. according to the Treasury’s own 
figures. 

The detail of the change is fiendish fv 
complicated. Bui, in essence, most self- 
employed people will, in future, pay tax 
on a higher assessment of income than 
under the old system. Instead of being 
taxed, as now, on income earned a few 
years ago, they will be assessed on current 
earnings- which will usually be higher. 

Adding insult to injury, the self- 
employed are also being asked to do the 
Inland' Revenue's job. In future, they will 
fill in lax forms and work out their tax lia- 
bilities themselves. Known as “self-assess- 
ment it will quickly be seen as yet 
another job creation scheme for 
accountants. 

Arguably, all this makes for a fairer, 
simpler tax system. It does seem odd that 
the self-employed get to delay their tax 
payments with all the advantages that 
entails, while most employees have to pay 
month by month, or wcek’by week, as they 
earn. But if the Government really felt 
that the self-employed were not paying 
their fair share in tax. ministers should 
have made their views public. Instead, 
they have secreted away a tax increase - 
amounting on average to over £200 a self- 
employed person - behind an apparently 
innocuous bureaucratic reform. 

Indeed, in recent months the Chan- 


cellor. Kenneth Garke, and colleagues 
have led us to believe that they are on the 
side of hard-pressed small businesses. 
Speech after speech heralds the seif- 
employed as the engine of the economy, 
who need encouragement not punishment 
from the tax system. In November’s Bud- 
get. for example, small businesses were 
given special treatment over their business 
rales. 

The self-employed generally face 
greater risks than toe rest of the working 
population. They have to worry about 
managing their own business as well as 
working for it. An economy that relies on 
their enterprise needs a tax regime that 
recognises these risks. And a government 
th3l seeks to promote that enterprise 
should not surreptitiously change the 
rules. 

Once the true nature of these measures 
is discovered, the Government can expect 
a hostile reaction. The self-employed 
were a bedrock of support for the Con- 
servatives during the Eighties. They will 
feel badly let down. In a Budget charac- 
terised by small tax cuts for most people, 
the Government, in a backhanded man- 
ner, has introduced a thumping great bill 
for its erstwhile supporters. Perhaps Mr 
Garke hoped that no one would notice 
until after the election, given that the tax 
increases won’t bite until 1998/99. If so, 
he was mistaken. This is an unfair, unex- 
plained, insidious Lax increase, which 
should not remain hidden by its compli- 
cated nature. 

Think again Mr Garke. Either justify 
your decision to lake more away from the 
self-employed, or abandon it. Hiding 
behind administrative changes is not 
going to work. 


We’re all to blame 
for water crisis 


r TP he privatised water companies seem, 
JL once again, to have made a terrible 
mess of their business. There has been 
chaos, with thousands of homes cut off 
or facing rationing. Hundred of mains 
have burst - 350 in the North-east alone. 
Is it loo much to ask. after more than a 
century of piped water supplies, that the 
network should survive a cold snap? 

But anger at the water companies, 
already bubbling over al fat cat salaries 
and inadequate services during the sum- 
mer drought, should be tempered. The 
vast leakage from the system, making it 
impossible to maintain supplies in some 
areas, is partly caused by fractured 
mains. But it is largely a result of pipes 
bursting in homes and work places at a 
time when schools, factories and offices 
were closed for the Christmas break. The 
water companies cannot be held account- 
able for the failure of these users to learn 
the lessons of the past and take precau- 
tions, such as lagging pipes. 

Once the crisis developed, however, 
the response of the water companies is 
a matter of public concern. That is why 
OfwaL the industry regulator, should 
announce an inquiry. This would inves- 
tigate the preparations made by the 
water companies once the pre-Christmas 
freeze threatened the sequence of events 
that has since unfolded. Did the com- 
panies make adequate provision for 
alternative supplies? If noL Ofwat, which 
sets the pricing structure for the indus- 
try. should make sure that consumers are 
compensated with lower bills. 

An investigation should also focus on 


the qualify of mains piping. The 
extremes of weather over the past year 
- first a drought, which may have led to 
ground cracking, and then the sudden 
freeze and thaw - will have put some 
mains under strain. But if they were in 
good condition, they should have been 
able to withstand the pressures: pipes 
are sunk about one metre below the sur- 
face specifically to safeguard against 
heat and cold. 

The truth is that the weather has 
merely exposed the system’s serious exist- 
ing weaknesses, caused by decades of 
underinvestment in the 315,000-kilome- 
tre network. Many of (he fractures have 
been of old, brittle, cast-iron pipes -a type 
abandoned a generation ago in favour of 
more flexible ductile iron. Some of these 
burst pipes are more than 50 years old and 
are in urgent need of replacement Again 
though the water companies cannot be 
blamed for the years of neglect that were 
the responsibility of their publicly owned 
predecessors. 

The first lesson of the events of the 
past week is that the nation’s favourite 
scapegoat of the mid-Nineties - the 
water companies - are not primarily to 
blame. The chief culprit and victim is the 
private citizen who has failed to invest 
sufficiently in the domestic infrastruc- 
ture. The second lesson, though, falls 
directly on the shoulders of the water 
companies. This week’s crisis demon- 
strates the need for them to renew a sys- 
tem that, if properly modernised, would 
not have faced the scale of breakdown 
experienced this week. 


TORY 5 URPLU5 STORE 



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


The Internet publishes - and is damned 


Of dons and ‘Disneyland’ 


From Professor Norman Dombey 
Sir. Jim Moody (letter, 1 January) 
says of the Internet “It is not a 
publisher”. He should be careful 
in his choice of words. The Inter- 
net may or may not be a publisher 
but what is now beyond dispute 
is that material may be (ana is) 
published which is accessible on 
the Internet 

In my subject of theoretical 
physics, research workers now 
routinely publish their results by 
mailing them electronically to a , 
computer archive at the Los' 
Alamos National Laboratory in 
the US. Physicists all over the 
world who have access to the 
Internet may read these papers 
on their computer screens and 
obtain printouts. 

Editors of conventional scien- 
tific journals are clearly disturbed 
by these trends and have sought 
advice, including legal advice, 
about their significance. They 
have been told firmly that an arti- 
cle which is sent electronically to 
the archive is thereby published, 
and the author is entitled to the 
benefit of copyright in the same 
iy as be or she would have been 
if the article bad been published 
conventionally. 

Who the publisher is and what 
is the role of the various com- 


puters that make up the Internet 
is less clear. But if a physicist 
were to access the Los Alamos 
archive using a commercial ser- 
vice provided by CompuServe, 
then dearly- CompuServe is act- 
ing as a vendor of these publica- 
tions. in the same way that a 
newsagent is in respect of news- 
papers or magazines. 

Yours sincerely, 

Norman Dombey 
Professor of Theoretical Physics 
University of Sussex 
Brighton 
2 January 

From Mr Colin Tully 
Sin In his letter about the Inter- 
net, Jim Moody tells us the action 
taken in Germany [to force 
CompuServe to ban access to 
newsgroups that discuss sexual 
matters] is “dangerous”. Which is 
the greater danger: zealots’ pain, 
or the exploitation, and abuse of 
children? 

We are told the Internet 
"should only ever be used by 
minors under adult supervision". 
Does Mr Moody inhabit the same 
reality as the rest of us, or only a 
virtual one? And “there is always 
the off switch”. Why then regu- 
late TV transmissions? 

We are told that “a state 


authority has usurped the rights, 
duties and responsibilities of 
parents”. I wonder how many 
parents know how to exercise 
them, or will now protest at 
being disempowered? 

What’s more, “technical help 
for parents already exists” by 
way of “a software filter”. After 
35 years in the software business, 
I do not find this as reassuring as 
Mr Moody evidently does. 

We are told that “The Internet 
can no more be described as 
anarchic than the telephone sys- 
tem or the postal service ora bag 
of apples”. The issue is not anar- 
chy, it is the unsolicited distribu- 
tion of pornography. This is dis- 
couraged by post or phone, so 
why not by the Internet? 

Well, “those who post inap- 
propriate material are dealt with 
expedfoaustybytheirpeere. their 
feUow-usets in each newsgroup". 
FteUowporaografhets (and bomb 
makers) are no doubt specially 
expeditious. 

The Internet is a splendid 
achievement, but it is naive to 
suppose that it carries no risk, or 
that management of the risk 
should be left to the zealots. 
Yours, 

Coun Tully 
Tunbridge Wells, Kent 


Common sense 
on Ireland 


From MrP.F.B. Clarke 
Sir I was delighted to see in the 
letters from your correspondents 
N. D. Martin -Cl ark and George 
Huxley (28 December) that an 
element of common sense is 
emerging concerning the Irish 
question. As far as I know, no 
military or paramilitary organi- 
sation that has not been defeated 
in battle has ever banded over 
weapons prior to talks on future 
arrangements, and I see no rea- 
son why Sinn Fein should be an 
exception. 

The essential requirement is to 
start talking- failure to do so will 
result in a squandered opportu- 
nity to explore the possibilities of 
a lasting peace - probably the 
best opportunity for a lifetime. 


The Unionists should, of 
course, be persuaded to join any 
such meeting, but if they felt 
unable to do so, tentative discus- 
sion should still take place 
between the British government 
and Sinn Fein. I suspect that if the 
Unionists saw that topics affect- 
ing their lives might be men- 
tioned in their absence, they 
would find that they were able to 
attend after all - if only to disrupt 
the proceedings - and this would 
be preferable to the present slow 
and certain death of the whole 
peace concept 

Your columnist Andrew Marr 
(“Now for the year when the lull 
breaks”, 28 December) writes 
that the present Irish peace is a 
form of desirable waiting - a lull. 
But it seems that his normal 
political insight does not enable 
him to see that just waiting is 
bound to destroy all the hopes of 


Movies like you’ve never seen them before 


I t’s time again for the yearly round- 
up of the cream of the new films, 
so here to aid your seasonal cinema- 
going is our selection of the best new 
releases from 1996. 

Reservoir Dogs 

A grim, unpleasant tale of the rough, 
tough, greedy men who ran Yorkshire 
Wfoter. They had only one thing: 
water. They wanted only one thing: 
money. Pretty soon, they had all the 
money they wanted. Unfortunately, 
(hey didn't have any water any more. 
Someone had to suffer. The cus- 
tomer, of course. Not a pretty stoty. 

Carrington 

Lord Carrington was a bookish, 
reflective chap who just happened to 
catch the eye of Margaret. Margaret 
was a man-eating sort of woman who 
just happened to gel caught up in a 
war. Margaret asked him to choose 
between her or the war. Bravely, he 
chose neither, and left her. In her grief 
she sank the Belgtmo. Thousands had 
to die. It is not a pretty story. Some 
strong language and violence. 

William Wallace and Gromit 
Mel Gibson plays the part of the ani- 
mated Plasticine tartan man who set 
out to save Scotland from the English, 
and Danny De Vito plays his faithful 
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dog McGromit, who disguises himself 
as a red deer, gets behind the English 
lines and is eaten. Somewhat confus- 
ingly, King Alfred is also introduced 
into the story, but only in order to let 
the bannock bum. 

Usual Suspects 

A story about the ruthless gang run 
by John Major who, whenever there 
is trouble, rounds up the usual sus- 
pects and has them taken out and shot 
with rubber bullets. The Eurosceptics, 
as they are called, include men such 
as Teddy Taylor whose minds are, 
luckily, proof against anything as fee- 
ble as a rubber bullet or an argument 
Tremendous action scenes, such as toe 
one where Michael Portillo goes out 
on a punitive raid with toe SAS 
against illegal imm igrants and is then 
himself refused rcadmission to 
Britain! 


The Lion King 

Norman Tebbit was the king of the 
jungle. Blood flowed as be passed by. 
He savaged anyone who stood in fars 
way. He respected nobody and bowed 
the knee to nobody. Then suddenly 
one day he had gone, to toe “other 
place”, as the jungle animals rail it 
But who would replace him? Would 
it be the equally nasty and vicious, 
equally feared and loathed Brian 
Mawmnney? Yes, it would, actually. 
Not for the squeamish. 

In the Bleak Midwinter 
Would-be hilarious comedy about a 
bunch of fly-by-night operators who 
are trying to put on a performance of 
supplying water in the North-east of 
England. The Idea of a crucial water 
shortage happening at the wettest 
time of the year is not somehow 
quite as funny as it should be. 

Batsman Forever 

Re-enactment of Michael Atherton’s 
heroic but endless innings of a hun- 
dred and something not out against 
South Africa to ensure that the Test 
series against South Africa would not 
entirely expire from lack of interest. 

Dumb and Dumber 

John Major (“Dumb”) resigns as 

leader to show that he is the real 


leader. He stands for re-election 
against John Redwood ("Dumber”). 
A lot of toe gang refuse to vote for 
John Major. This shows we are 
united, says Dumb. Funny, if you like 
that sort of thing. 

Babe 


is taken in by a family of sheep (the 
Windsors) and tries to behave like 
them. She does her best, but it is no 
good and toe is so unhappy she keeps 
falling downstairs and being sick. 
Finally she gets her chance to escape 
and spend Christmas by herself, or, at 
least, not with toe sheep. Everything 
ends happily or, at leak, everything 
ends. 

Forest Dump 

Out walking in toe forest, the Bishop 
of Wakefield finds an abandoned pile 
of several billion scratcbcards lying on 
toe ground. Hying to trace who aught 
have dumped this Utter here, he is 
appalled to find that they were all 
bought by one family, and that almost 
every week in Britain toe average 
adult spends more than his yearly 
wage on the National Lottery. As he 
is unravelling this tale of greed, temp- 
tation and skullduggery, toe directors 
of Camelot plan to have toe bishop 
eliminated ... a story for our time. 


all right-minded Irish people. 

No one knows if such talks 
could be successful - but it will be 
a tragedy if no one takes toe trou- 
ble to find out. 

Yours etc, 

P. F. B. Clarke 
Woodbridge, Suffolk 

29 December 

From Mr Peter Hughes 
Sin Sadly, Patiiria Moynihan’s 
thesis (letter. 30 December) on 
IRA and Sinn Fein nervousness is 
sentimental to say toe leasL Since 
1970, toe IRA has operated a 
mafia-style rule of law which has 
netted it millions of pounds and 
could be likened to toe “Roaring 
■Rventies” in Chicago, with mod- 
ern-day Al Capones ruling certain 
areas of Northern Ireland with an 
iron fist. Under no circumstances 
do these men wish to see peace 
return because with it will go their 
source of income. 

The degree of trust Ms Moyni- 
ban espouses cannot occur 
because, even with toe best will in 
the world, the “warlords” will only 
compromise on their terms, which 
require the gun. The people 
presently in control of the IRA are 
far removed from those involved 
in 1921, both in objectives and toe 
means to obtain them. 

Yours faithfully, 

Peter Hughes 
Sbepshed, Leicestershire 

30 December 


From Mr Wvien Perutz 
Sin Writing from Oxford, where 
a mere seven or eight of 35 stu- 
dent applications attain toe excel- 
lence he requires from those who 
are to read history under his 
care, Niall Ferguson derides my 
own institution, Anglia Poly- 
technic University, as Disney- 
land, without regard to the offen- 
siveness and injustice of this 
thoughtless cliche (“Oxford? 
Sony prof. I’m into media stud- 
ies”, 1 January). 

In reality, Anglia, as a former 
focal-authority institution, is phys- 
ically drab and grossly under- 
funded, but it is alive with hard- 
working staff and students. The 
Higher Education Council has 
not yet assessed all subjects but, 
so far in my faculty, teaching in 
music and English has been 
jutted excellent and history highly 
satisfactory. What makes teaching 
at Anglia so rewarding is not the 
selection of the already well-edu- 
cated. but watching those who had 
previously underachieved pro- 
gress beyond all expectation. 

Contrary to Mr Ferguson, I do 
not welcome the national fell in 
university applicants. It is an 
index of toe appalling financial 
difficulties some of toe most dis- 
advantaged young people know 
they will face if they embark on 
study for a degree. 

Yours faithfully, 

V[vten Perutz 
Cambridge 
1 January 

The writer is senior lecturer in his- 
tory of an at Anglia Polytechnic 
University. 

From Dr Hugh Mason 

Sin Before applying for a chair in 

media studies, Niall Ferguson 


might well consider the fad that 
the cliche which makes good 
copy can serve to obfuscate as 
well as illuminate. I know of no 
one who has been an external 
examiner at Anglia or De Moni- 
tor! universities who would 
describe them as “Disneyland 
universities', or would suggest 
that they do not seek to maintain 
academic standards. 

Mr Ferguson also belabours 
courses in traditional subjects. 
The test of whether a subject, be 
it media studies or mathematics, 
is taught to degree standards lies 
in toe rigour, coherence and 
intellectual challenge of the 
course, rather than toe material 
studied. There is nothing inher- 
ently wrong with courses of study 
related to employment in com- 
munications or management and 
courses related to employment n 
law, medicine and the church 
seem to have been well regarded 
for some centuries. 

There are serious matters for 
concern in British higher educa- 
tion. The maintenance of stan- 
dards in a time of declining 
resources requires continuing 
attention. The question of what 
constitutes the basic require- 
ments and attainment for toe 
award of a degree certainly needs 
rational consideration. Unfortu- 
nately, toe mere presentation of 
irrational prejudice does not 
serve to advance rational argu- 
ment about the real issues. 

Yours faithfully, 

Hugh Mason 

Assistant National Secretary 
AUCL: Association of University 
and College Lecturers 
Southsea, 

Hampshire 
2 January 


An end to misery 

Firm Mrs Pimebpe Dabymple 
Smith 

Sin Having just read your article 
“Invasion by organ snatchers” (29 
December), I feel I must let other 
women know that having a hys- 
terectomy need not be a disaster. 

I had long and heavy periods 
that made life a complete misery. 
By toe age of 40, my life was a 
nightmare. I could hardly leave 
the house during my periods and 
was permanently exhausted and 
bad tempered. At 40, 1 bad a hys- 
terectomy on the National Health. 
I was consulted at each stage, and 
my ovaries, which were healthy, 
were left in on my express wishes. 

I am now nearly 50, run my 
own business, am slim, fit and 
healthy, with bags of energy, and 
have an excellent sex life! 

Yours faithfully, 

Penelope Dalkvmple Smith 
Bath 


Sheep shipments 

From MsJuha Long 
Sir. In your leading article “When 
private parts get exposed in pub- 
lic" (26 December) you say that, 
in 1995, “Protestors all but ended 
the trade in live animals from 
Britain”. This is not so. 

The trade, if anything, has 
increased. For example, on 12 
December 41 transporters were 
counted going into Dover port car- 
rying calves and sheep. The reluc- 
tance of toe main ferry companies 
to cany this miserable caigo has 
simply meant that the hauliers 
have to hire their own vessels. 

“The Protestors Ltd”, headed 
by Carla Lane and Michael 
Mansfield, is fighting this trade 
the best way possible - through 
the courts. 

Yours faithfully, 

Julia Long 
London, SE24 


Awdry’s award 

From Mrs J. F. Trowbridge 
Sir: In your article “Train to 
Glory 1 ' (29 December) about the 
creator of Thomas the Tank 
Engine, you referred to “Rev 
Awdry’s death in 1972". How- 
ever, you now report (New Year’s 
honours list, 30 December) the 
award of the OBE to the same 
gentleman. 

Posthumous award or report of 
premature death? 

Yours faithfully, 

J. F. Trowbridge 
Alton, Hampshire 
3l December 


Post letters to Letters to the 
Editor, and include a daytime 
telephone number. (Fas 0171- 
293 205& e-malt tetters (a’ 
independents ok) Letters may be 
edited for length and clarity 


Choice of weapons 

From Mr John Keane 
Sin I do nol know if Michael 
Mordaunt has been to sec my 
exhibition at Flowers East (Let- 
ter, 30 December), which includes 
toe painting An and Rei’olution 
(Part 1) about the assassination of 
Trotsky. If he does go, I hope that 
he will not take issue with the 
colour of the tie that Trotsky was 
wearing that day. 

If he is really concerned with 
details of authenticity, I will read- 
ily admit that the Reach doors 
were actually closed, where I 
have painted them open. How- 
ever, as regards the question of 
toe assault weapon, may I quote 
from The Assassination of Trotsky 
by Nicholas Mosley, published in 
1972 by Michael Joseph: 

After the actual assassination ii 
was found that ... in a pocket was 
a ptolet or ice-pick such as moun- 
tain climbers use - this had a 
sawn off handle a foot long and 
a 7-inch bead with a forked ham- 
mer-daw at one end and a sharp 
point at toe other. 

I hope this will remove the 
threat of any endorsements on 
my artistic licence. 

Yours faithfully, 

JOHN KEANE 
London, N5 

From Dr Harry Shukman 
Sin The ice-axe shown in John 
Keane's panning ofTrotsky’s mur- 
der is correct A photograph of the 
murderer, Ramon Mercader, re- 
enacting toe assassination for the 
Mexican authorities, shows him 
holding just such an unpfemenL- 
an axe, not a pick. This phoio- 
graph will appear, not for the first 
tone, in a new biography oflrot- 
sky by Dmitri Volkogonov to be 
published in toe spring. 

Yours faithfully, 

Harry Shukman 
St Antony’s College 
Oxford 
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Condemned to 

A leaked report suggests a compromise 

■A-isiiy of e M “}' S oin 8 10 the aid of a bleeding comrade 

suggests officials will ref. lhe - v knew he was gay? Hew about 

reform of regulations hann!™!! nd ™ sharin S a bed with a gay man, if it 
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a conspiracy of silence 

might be on offer for gays in the military. It should be resisted 


a new “Don't ask. ffo n *< ‘ vyif 65 “J 31 unfair, but even so the compromise 
might suffice to get the proposed by the MoD looks 

the hook, now ithas superficially as if it might be the 

the test cases now headhTini!’ 0 answer - to mollify the hostility from 

to the European cruiTieai 08 mexoraW y die top brass. Even liberals are becom- 
wih ” g 3 UlUe "*** of vodferous *■? 

defeat for British law hurafl,at,n S campaigning on what seem to be ref- 

“The stand-in^^^ Jodl ^ alen effect legal now? What docs it really 
"n T rd - * s " a " H -= matter about these curious little oul- 
linn nn a shm Th^° ^° ,ce associa " posts, such as the clergy, the military, 
»1 1 MS* B “ P™*»- A"d or, for dun matter, ihe 16- to 18-year- 
rentable in ■» 11 18 unac " olds? Surrounded by grosser social 

rirelarerihrm,™JE. m i lo have injustices, vestigial discrimination 

^ Na 7» against gays may seem relatively 
out to conduct a nsiblc "consultation" pifffinn. * 3 3 

whk ^ 4 nsui T , riangly, the But m fact the law still causes a sur- 
° a ,„ rt elmine majority of servicemen prising amount of very real suffering to 
and women appear Lo have come out those who fall foul of iL The service- 
strongty against any reparation of the men and women who took their cases 
rules, mine first round, for instance, to judicial review last year were not sim- 
® cr cw l ^ HMS Brilliant ply indulging an ideological poinl. 
docKcd in Plymouth was summoned to Take just one of them. Lieutenant 

give their opinion. “Anyone here want Commander Duncan Lustig Prean. 
homosexuals in the Navy?" No hands Eighteen months ago he was a young, 
went up. very high flyer in the Navy, just about 

At a more relaxed discussion among to be appointed as military adviser 
personnel stationed at Faslane. some inside Number 10. But a well-known 
70 per cent were positive about the blackmailer threatened to tell of his 
idea — about the same level of loler- homosexuality. He had done nothing 
ance as is usually found among the wrong, committed no indecent act but 
general public. However, a few were outside his navy life he had a gay part- 
chosen to answer detailed question- ner. To avoid the clutches of the 
□aires, with somewhat leading ques- blackmailer he went at once to the 
lions. Would they be frightened of captain of his ship to confess that he 
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Gay persecution is a 
speciality of the 
military police 

was gay. The captain reluctantly had 
no choice but to hand him over to the 
military police, and he was drummed 
out. He is still unemployed, and he 
fears, unemployable. Establishment 
companies think him a trouble-maker 
for challenging the Government in 
court, while voluntary organisations 
think he is too much of an establish- 
ment navy man for them. His veiy 
promising career has been deslrpyed- 
What happened to the blackmailer? 
Nothing. He is a man who frequently 
supplies information to the military 
police about gays in the forces who 
won't pay up to silence him. Gay per- 
secution is a speciality of the military 
police, who frequently art as agents 
provocateurs in gay bars and dubs 
around naval bases. 

Duncan Lustig Prean says the 
MoD's proposed “Don’t ask, don’t 


tell- poliev would do nothing to help 
people like him- U was devised in 
America as an emergency compromise 
when President Clinton ran into a 
storm of controversy in his first days 
over his pledge to apply gay nghts to 
the services. It has led to no diminu- 
tion of the number of people turned 
out of the US forces for being gay. 

Had the policy been in operation 
here, Lustig Prean would still have 
been turned out as soon as he told any- 
one he was gay, so he would still have 
been a target for blactanailers. 

Al though homosexuality is now 
widely accepted especially among die 
under forties, law after law still dis- 
criminates against gays. Last year a 
friend of mine died in his seventies, 
leaving behind a partner he had lived 
with for some 40 years. If they had 
been a married couple his partner 
would have inherited his pension, and 
would not have had to pay death 
duties. He was lucky not to lose his 
share of ihe house, as many have done 
in paying death duties. 

Immigration law prevents gay peo- 
ple from bringing in foreign partners. 
An unmarried partner has no ngbi to 
inherit a tenancy. Unemployed ray 
couples do better each will be 
ac ywj i separately for income support 
and paid more than a married or 
cohabiting heterosexual couple would 
be But in about three-quarters of pen- 
sion schemes, there is no way for 
unmarried partners to pass on their 
hard-earned entitlements. 

Stonewall, the moderate gay-rights 
group, wants a change in the law to 


give gay couples the right to have their 
partnerships registered in the town 
hall, with all the legal and financial 
advantages that accompany mamage. 
There could be a bit of a ceremony, d 
they want it, or just the signing ol a 
piece of paper. If the couple were to 
break up acrimoniously la ter, 
would have the same legal redress m 
the division of goods as n»med cou- 
ples have- Most of alL this would bring 
a new social acceptance. 

But ii won’t happen in the foresee- 

given to cohabiting heterosexual cou- 
ples. In the current political climate it 
is impossible to imagine giving more 

rights to cohabitees, since fam ily 
lobbies are clamouring for mamage to 
be strengthened through extra tax and 
benefit incentives - and even fidelity | 
bonuses for those who remain marnei 
The ill-fated Domestic Violence 
and Family Homes Bill would have 
extended the protection now afforded 
lo married victims of violence, to 
those in cohabiting relationships - 
including gay relationships. Bjjj i a buret 
of moral outrage against cohabitees 
rights stopped the Bill in its tracks, and 
it has been hastily watered down- 
The gay worid may seem like a snail 
outpost of society, but in fart the way 
it is treated reflects a huge and grow- 
ing area where the law is badly out of 
kffier with the way people actually live 
and what they believe. That is why 
“don’t ask, don't telT amounts to a con- 
spiracy of silence that still proclaims 

homosexuality officially unacceptable. 
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Europe awaits 

Italy’s big aria 

Ihe next six months are crucial 
for the EU. Andrew Gumbel asks 
if the new presidency can cope 


A brew to get bothered 

Labour is upset about alcoholic ‘soft’ drinks. But is this a matter for politicians. 


about? 

Paul Vallely reports 


W illiam Hooper, in addition to 
being Lhe inventor of the hot- 
water bottle, was famous in the 1840s 
for his lemonade. Which was why Bass 
breweries acquired his name as the 
trademark for their Hooper’s Hooch, 
which has taken British pubs, bars and 
supermarkets by storm in the past nine 
months. 

There is. however, nothing tradi- 
tional about the product, an emetic 
mixture of lemonade and alcohol 
which has since spawned some 23 
other brands of alcoholic “soft” drinks 
from manufacturers anxious to emu- 
late the brewer's success. The Hooch 
is selling two million bottles a week. 

Two Dogs. Mad MacAuiay’s, 
Lemon Lip~s, and a dozen other 
lemonades — with alcohol content 

The new brews mask 
the alcohol completely 
so that it is palatable 
to kids reared on cola 

ranging from 4.2 per cent to 5.5 per 
cent— are being joined by chenyades, 
liinser beers and various colas m what 
fs known in the drinks trade as “new 
aae adult beverages”. 

~ But products such as Alcola - wlucn 
has been launched by the family that 
introduced Babycham in the Rfties j*" 1 
is marketed under the slogan The Cola 
— . . i-.-. _ n «acrprH9v nmmnteu 
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Griffiths to demand an invesnganonPy 
advertising authorities and the Office 
of Fair Trading. He fears that the new 
stvte of drinks will cause an explosion 
in drinking among young teenagers who 
cannot tell the difference between the 
Caribbean crush Lilt and its less inno- 
cent equivalent Tilt, which contains 5 o 
per cent alcohol - more than most 
extra-strong lagers. 

The marketing strategies ot tne 
new drinks, which rely heavily on car- 
toons and rave culture slogans, have 
led .Alcohol Concern, the anti-dnnks 
lobbying group, to condemn manu- 
facturers for a 

hook voting people on alcohol .Brew 

e™ £3 ^tSreidea that they are 

eeting under-age drinkers asfanaffi^ 

" Noddled messages wer alrohol^c 

nothing new. The Association of Ourf 
policeOfficers yesterday released fig 
ures showing that fewer people were 
caught drinking and driving ; o\er 
Chrcitmas. No one was saying whether 
it mifiht have been even better had not 
Stephen Dorrell /topeneS 

the campaign a "°£ 

with his announcement that oincwi 
^iidcltacs on the level of safe drrnk- 
foe were to be relaxed. 
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But three things are different here. < 
Fust, the new brews do not merely dis- 
guise the alcohol, they mask it com- 
pletely so that it becomes mstanuypalat- 

aMeto a generation reared on Coke and 

Pe psi Bass has admitted that the alco- 
holfo its Hooch is difficult to taste. 

Second, alcoholic lemonade k not a 
classic tipple masked with something 
sweet; putting alcohol into what has 
been an innocent drink of childhood 
somehow inverts natural order. And 
third, there is the packaging. The new 
drinks do not come in the conven- 
tional containers of lager, wine or spir- 
its. Their cans are the same size as son 

drinks. Some come in unorthodox 
shapes - a light bulb bottle with a 
screw top or a rocket-shaped container 
which one drink reviewer claimed 

Nothing appeals more 
to a youth market 
than being told a 
product is harmful 

was “aimed at kids who want to sneak 
drinks into dance halls”. Their adver- 
tising features zany cartoon characters 
ttihtiv have names which appeal to 


I taly might seem an inauspi- w 
dous sort of country to be p 
presiding over the European vi 
Union for the next s* months. 

\ 

dS&Ss ^Ss°fl5EU d 

member states m the next, cni- J 

dal phase of their integration, c 
As it steps into the hot seal. I 
Italy finds itself still with an t 
undented Prime Minister in i 

Lamberto Dini, a stopgap gov- 
ernment that has only survived ( 

for lack of viable alternatives, 
political parties that are forever ] 
threatening to P ,u "S e me . 
nation into deep institutional 
crisis by sabotaging even the i 
most urgent legislation, and 
public finances so chaotic that 
they are rapidly pushing the 
country out of the running, for 
economic and monetary union. 

Hardly a promising basis 
from which to co-ordinate the 
start of what has been called 
“Maastricht IT, the Inter-Gov- 
ernmental Conference. In the 
coming months the EU presi- 
dency will be expected to con- 
duct delicate negotiations on 
Lhe mechanics of the looming 

single European currency, and 

think seriously about expanding 
the EU to the south and easL 
It does not help that the ourent 
Italian Foreign Minister, 
Susanna Agnelli, gives on the 
air of a high-society hostess 
rather than a high-level nego- 
tiator, and is known to have lit- 
tle patience with the nitty-gritty 
of European business. 

And yet the Italian presi- 
- dency may turn out to be much 
. jess awful than it looks on 
i paper. Precisely because the 
- country is in such great domes- 
tic turmoil, it is determined to 
a make a good showing in the 
n international arena, to maintain 
i what is left of its credibility with 

d its European partners, 
d In part, this will be down to 
m showmanship. Italians know as 
i- well as anyone how to put on an 
r- impressive theatrical perfor- 
ft mance, and the architectural 
nc beauties of Turin (for the IGC 
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while the ministers squabble, 
perform U-turns, resign or fall 
victim to government crises. 

For 40 years Italy’s senior 
civil servants have co-ordinated 
a coherent, ardently pro-Euro- 
pean tine which is unlikely to be 
disrupted now. For this presi- 
dency they have pinpointed a 
number of new issues they are 
keen to promote, including the 
development of closer ties with 
North Africa and other Medi- 
terranean countries, and co-or- 
dination of the fight against 
drugs trafficking and other 
organised crime. . 

“Even from a political view- 
point. things could be worse. 
Mr Dini is a rigorous-minded 
prime minister who commands 
broad respect at home Md 
abroad To compensate for Mrs 
Agnelli’s shortcomings, there is 
talk of a creating an ad hoc 
junior foreign minister to guide 
Italy through the presidency as 
smoothly as possible. 

Nevertheless, the next sot 
months are unlikely to be 
entirely comfortable, either for 
Italy or for Europe as a whole. 
“It will be a weak and undra- 
malic presidency,” predicts one 
EU diplomat in Rome. “All 
the Italians want to do is keep 
the show on the road and give 
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inauguration) and Florence 
(for the end-of-term summit), 
not to mention their culinary 
prowess, are sure to put visiting 
ministers in an upbeat mood 
before they so much as step into 
their meetings. 

But there will be more to the 
Italian presidency than pasta 
and sunshine. For all the uncer- 
tainty at the top of the political 
ladder, the European affairs 
team at the Farnesina, Italy's 
foreign ministry, is a tight-knit, 
broadly competent group, weU 
j used to getting on with the job 


Italy will do its 
best to win favours 
from Germany by 
being a good boy 

the impression of competent 
management-” 

That means in particular no 
controversial attempts to delay 
or rework the terms of mone- 
tary union, as the more scepti- 
cal members such as Britain - 
but also Italv itself - would like. 
Too weak to swing the agenda 
its own way, Italy will thus do 
its best to win favours from 
Germany by being a good boy. 

The government would also 
like to use the presidency to 
make some important domes- 
tic advances, such as puffing the 
lira back in the European 
Exchange Rate Mechanism, 
slashing its public debt still fur- 
ther. and tightening borders in 
accordance with the Schengen 
agreement that it has initialled 
but not yet joined. Whether 
such goals are realistic depends 
on the sempiternal Italian 
Question: can the country keep 
its politics in order and get on 
i with the business of govem- 
, ment? It would take a brave 
I person to predict an answer to 
■ that. 




In making that announcsmenithe 
health secretary was anxious to md^ 
cate that the grip of the “nannv rtate 
was receding.^ which is presumably also 
whv the Government has re cent ly 
changed the law to allow spirit adra- 
tising on TV There is a logic to this. 
Why should there be government 
guidelines on safe drinking at alL. 
There are no guidelines cm cholesterol 
or other medical indicators. Sudhnrat- 
lere are left to a pnrate dialogue 
between doctor and patient- 

How far should the power of the 

state extend? The 
Ifbertv and authority is 

" c. ar T we do fa^IlQ over 

^'l heS- «e give it author- 

i sss 


what is safe. But no. after JS MilL we 
do not accept that the state should 
much intervene over what we do to 
ourselves, but only where we threaten 
to harm others. Banning lemon hooch 
on grounds of oenological inelegance 
seems hardly to qualify. 

But suddenly the children tire 
involved and paternalism must gve 
wav to parenting- According to Phflip 
Graham, Emeritus Fkotanr offty- 


and chairman oi a "y* , 

inc party on young people and alcohol, 
children’s alcohol consumption is m a 
“worrvingly high level”. One m five 
British 15 -vear-olds drinks more than 
the (old) safe limit for adults every 
week. And 12 per centof tune-to 1 ^- 
vearolds are regular drinkers ^ -with an 
average 6.9 units a week, compared 


with 6.7 in France and 5.1 ra Spain. 

The new drinks were yesterday con- 
demned as “insidious” t V] Vo J ess ? r .S 

Leslie Tumberg, president of the 

Roval College of Ph^iaans- And the 
4 0*00 members of the Scottish 
Licensed Traders' Association are 
refusing to stock the trendy brew. 

The manufacturers are bullish m 
their response There have^g 
been kids’ drinks. Remember Prince 
Charles’ infamous under-age cherry 
brandy? Or the rise and fall of that 
“genuine champagne perry” Baby- 
cham, with its cute little Bambi? Or 
the brown ale & blackcurrant of the 
Seventies and the trendy sweet ciders 
of the Eighties? The young have 
always found ways of disguising the 
flavour of alcohol in the early stages 
of acquiring a taste for the stuff. 


teenagers' anti -authoritarian streak. 

The law is clear on the marketing 
of alcohoL Adverts “should not be 
directed at people under 18 through 
the selection of media, style of pre- 
sentation, content or context m which 
they appear”, according to the Adver- 
tising Standards Authority code. Man- 
ufacturers say they are a im i ng the new 
drinks at young women in Lheir twen- 
ties, though they have found a big mar- 
ket among young men of the rame age 
(City traders drink them with double 
vodka chasers). If the advertising style 
which is used to attract these cus- 
tomers also appeals to 
drinkers that is unfortunate but there 
are licensing laws to prevent sales to 
those under 18. All we need is for that 
law to be properly policed. 

Such an argument is disingenuous. 
Rules banning the sale of alcohol to the 
young are commonly flouted and 
offenders are rarely prosecuted, 
according to the Magistrates Associa- 
tion. The culture of aspiration among 
teenagers is a marketing truism. And 
nothing is more likely to appeal to a 

youth market than being told a prod- | 

uct is potentially barmfuL The manu- 
facturers may be acting within the let- 
ter of the law but could their marketing 
be described as responsible? 

An official investigation might pro- 
vide the answer. What has the indus- 
try got to lose by co-operating? If their 
hooch is being drunk by the right peo- 
ple they have nothing to fear. 
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to tragedy 

It is preferable to consider safe 
places rather than safe people. For 
instance, hitch-hiking down a motor- 
way presents you as an easy target. 
Yon are atone, it’s odds-on that no one 
knows precisely where you are, and if 

you are abroad, it may be some time 

'until you are missed. You show you 
are prepared to get into a steel con- 
tainer, which is centrally locked and 
being driven at speed by a complete 
stranger who may have already con- 
vinced themseh’es that you are ask- 

ffl L^before you travel, you need 
to ask yourself whether you are wuL 
mg to chance these risks. 


Leaving a disco by yourself, having 
had something to drink, you may 
have smiled without thought at some- 
one across the room. They may have 
oot the wrong message - but anyway, 
ft’s dark and no one’s around. You 
need to decide how you are going lo 
gel home before you go ouL 

The Suzy Lamplugh Trust has done 
extensive research with Oxford Brookes 
University on youngsters travelling 
around the worid Thailand has well- 
known drug problems. However, we 
still know far too many young people 
who get into considerable trouble. 

Risk and excitement are half the 
fun of worid travel, but just like all 


personal safety dangers, these need to 
be looked at m advance. , 

With all the trust’s experience in its 
schools programmes, one of the most 
important lessons 1 have learnt with 
youngsters is to avoid saying “Don t- 
Rather, they should be given informed 
ideas of what to do and encouraged 

to make their own decisions. 

All this sounds remarkably like 
common sense. Unfortunately, com- 
mon sense is too rarely common prac- 
tice, particularly on holidays. 

The writer is director of the Suzy Lam- 
plugh Trust, the national chants for per- 
sonal safety. 


Save money on 
your home insurance 
anti spend a little 
extra on your home. 
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Forte’s £900m giveaway defence 


JOHN SHEPHERD 
and MATHEW HORSMAN 

The City is braced for a photo- 
finish in the dramatic, and ex- 
tremely hostile £3.2bn takeover 
hid by Granada for Forte, the 
UK household name in hotels 
and roadside restaurants. 

Leisure analysts were yes- 
lerday stunned and surprised by 
what they called a “bold, radi- 
cal and amazingly” open de- 
fence document from Forte 
which, for die first lime crer. has 
given explicit details about ho- 
tel trading from occupancy and 
room rates through to a break- 
down of the sales mix from 
management fees to receipts 
from catering. 

Forte yesterday slammed the 
shareholder loyalty card on the 
table, promising to boost in- 
vestment value through a 
share buy back, funded 
by the planned £L05bn dispos- 
al of the Happy Eater and Lit- 
tle Chef restaurant chains to 
Whitbread, and a pledge to in- 
crease dividends. 

The company will boost the 
final dividend for the current fi- 
nancial year, which ends this 
month, hy 2 1 per cent which will 
increase" the total payout to 
•S^p. Shareholders, if they re- 
ject the bid. are promised" a 20 
per cent dividend increase in 
each of the next three years. 

Those increases, (hough, will 
only just about compensate for 
Forte's decision to hold its div- 
idend in the 1 year at 
p and the subsequent 24 per 
cent cut in payments to 7.5p the 
following year. Forte's promise 
of a dividend total of I4.7p in 
1 Wf, V9. represents a -IS per cent 
increase o\ er a six-year peril *1. 

Sir Rocco Forte, chairman 
and chief executive, said he 


was confident, however, that the 
company had done enough and 
promised enough to share- 
holders (o remain independent 
“hv a long chalk.” 

The company also plans lo re- 
distribute all its shores in the 
Savoy group. Analysts said the 
move meant ihc Savoy was be- 
ing pushed a step closer to be- 
ing a takeover target itself. 

Forte will today host a full 
briefing session for analsysls. 
Over the next fomight two 
teams will brief institutional 
shareholders and private share- 
holders alike. “This is. like do- 
ing a new issue." a Forte 
spokesman added. 

Copious amounts of scoum 
was poured on the defence 
document by Charles Allen, 
chief operating officer and chief 
executive-elect of Granada. 

“The financial strength of 
what they call New Forte would 
he weaker than a 
Granada/Forte combination." 
Mr .Allen said. ‘'This is just a 
quick fix. They'll be right back 
to being a £9t>0m debt compa- 
ny. with only a 5.S per cent re- 
turn on capital. Just to meet 
their dividend commitments, 
they’ll have to double profits in 
three years. That’s just not 
credible for n management with 
this track record." 

Granada plans to refute the 
points in the defence docu- 
ment line by line in meetings 
with analysis and shareholders, 
a company spokesman said. 
The focus* will be on Font’s 
planned sale of the restaurants 
business, w hich Granada does 
not favour, as well as Font’s 
revaluations of the hotels busi- 
ness and its revised profits fore- 
cast. 

A raised bid was still held out 
as a possibility last night, ac- 




The Forte takeover battle 


Case for the prosecution Case for the defence 

Forte Has sold cash generate assets: Disposals ha» achtewai estcetert 
and retained trophy assets . . . v value foraharohoidas 



We see no reason to suppose that 
Forte's poor performance will 
improve to acceptable levels soon 


The new management team has 
revitalised Forte and has the skids to 
drive the businesses forward 


Improbable that Forte wtii resolve Ita Forte’s strategy wfll create vafue- 
iong-term inability fp generate - and realise vahte - for shareholders 

st^toient cash to fund growth -- v ~ T' : 


Forte owns a number of potentially 
valuable brands, but often fails to 
capitalise fully on them 

Forte has repeatedly seitaigete - 
wHfch it has then tarfeef tomeef - 


Granada has three distinct activities, 
all of which are in the leisure sector 
and share the same market 
characteristics 


Forte's highly valuable brands have 
leading positions in their market 
places 

Operating cashflow is approving as 
iriYSSfrrterrt in porebus te esseS 1 - 
capfel programme starts to pay 

Granada is a diverse group of largely 
unrelated businesses, and has 
become a 1980s style, acquisition 
driven conglomerate 


In the same league for return on ; Ouring the 1990s, conglomerates 

[nvestmant, Granada b ranked 5th of have undwperfomred the mark^ by; 
the FT-SE 1 00 while Forte is 72nd over 35 per cert : 

Forte’s own five year summary In aggregate, Granada’s underlying 
shows eps down 41% and dividends businesses have stagnated-., we 
down 24% ...Granada has grown have trebled profits over the last 
earnings, and raised dividends 68% three years 



cording to Granada insiders. 
But a final decision will not be 
made until closer to the dead- 
line of 9 January. A sweetener 
of between 5 and 10 per cent, 
as much as £300m. was stiff con- 
sidered most likely, although 
some analysts said a knockout 
bid would have to be close to 15 
per cent higher. 

Granada is also expected to 
provide further details of its plan 


to enhance Forte’s profitabili- 
ty by £ 100m a year, through cuts 
in head-office charges and the 
benefits of higher economies of 
scale on the food-purchasing 
side of the combined business- 
es. 

Leading leisure analysts are 
divided over how the battle 
will finish. Several contacted 
yestertday said that Granada 
would have to bid more than 


380p per Forte share to win. 
Forte’s shares climbed lZ5p to 
343p, while Granada closed 3p 
lower at 636p. 

“On the basis of this defence 
document, the chances of Forte 
surviving are significantly 
greater," said one analyst “But 
it's not over yet." 

Sir Rocco, though, said yes- 
terday’s share price movements 
were a clear indication that in- 


vestors bad imbibed the mes- 
sage from the defence docu- 
ment and were coming down on 
the company’s side. 

“I couldn't think of a better 
New Year present than this. 
We're a very asset rich business 
and will continue to be an as- 
set rich business after this 
process." 

Forte also intends to redis- 
tribute the company's bolding 


in the low voting A’ shares in the 
Savoy group, worth 23p per 
Forte share. 

Savoy declined lo comment 
on the share distribution. Forte 
plans to meet with Savoy share- 
holders to discuss a “clean” dis- 
tribution of Forte's 16S.OOO. 
high voting *B* shares. There will 
also be changes to the Forte 
board. 

Comment, page 15 


Forecast of recovery in housing 
market boosted by Halifax data 


nic cicum 

Housing analysts' tentative fore- 
casts of recovery for the hous- 
ing market received fresh 
backing yesterday from a survey 
by Halifax Building Society’, 
showing house prices rose O J 
per cent in Decemher. 

This latest monthly increase, 
the fifth in a row. still means the 
cost of a home is 1.4 per cent 
lower than in December last 
year. 

But the Halifax yesterday 
claimed the figures confirmed 
its view that prices have now sta- 
bilised. 

Despite the house price rise, 
separate statistics from the 
British Bankers’ Association 
showing that the amount com- 
mitted by large hanks to would- 
be borrowers dropped by 8 per 
cent, to £1.55bn in November. 

The number of lending ap- 
provals by banks also suffered 
a sharp 10 per cent drop in 
November, down to 30.000 
from 33,000 the previous 
month. 

However, the seasonally ad- 
justed figures for net lending by 


large banks - new home pur- 
chases rather than re-mort- 
gages - still grew from £ul6m 
in October to £677 the follow- 
ing month. 

The Council for Mortgage 
Lenders said the fall in ap- 
provals. which cut the banks’ 
share for home loans from 41 
per cent of the market in Oc- 
tober lo 33 per cent the fol- 
lowing month may have been 
caused by the mortgage price 
war which began in September. 

Although the cost-cutting 
was sparked hy Abbey Nation- 
al. now a bank, most large 
building societies responded to 
the challenge within hours 
rather than days, as high street 
banks did. 

As a result, societies’ aprovals 
figures for November were up 
from £2-Sbn the previous month 
to £3.2bn. 

“If you add up both banks 
and building societies’ figures, 
the underlying picture is of a rise 
in lending over the past few 
months. 

"This is further evidence that 
the market is slowly begining lo 
sniff the air again," a CML 


spokewoman said. Gary Marsh, 
a senior manager at the Hali- 
fax. said: 

"Wc are not trying to talk up 
the market. Indeed, while we 
believe the last five months' fig- 
ures indicate the collapse in 
prices has peaked, we don’t 
claim things will be on the up 
and up forever. 

“Our new year prediction of 
2 to 3 per cent increases in 
house prices for the next 12 
months includes the possibility 
of negative monthly figures as 
well, although this Has not hap- 
pened in December." 

Tim Sweeney, director gen- 
eral at the BBA, also sounded 
a cautiously optimistic note: 
“Net lending by the major 
banks strengthened a little. 
With the building societies 
reporting a sharp increase in net 
advances in November, the 
lending data add support to the 
view that the new year may see 
a modest improvement in the 
housing market 

“Compared to the very buoy- 
ant October figures, new ap- 
provals fell back, though part of 
this drop was probably season- 
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a! in nature." Don Smith, UK 
economist at HSBC Green- 
well. said: 

“We believe the Halifax fig- 
ures show the market is head- 
log in the direction w r e have 
predicted for some months 

QOW. 

“Although new approvals by 
banks are down, it is likely that 
this is a reflection of the fall in 
market share. 

“What needs to be examined 
here is the seasonally-adjusted 
figures for net lending, which 
were up month -on-mo mh.” 


Boeing regains sales 
lead over Airbus 


RUSSELL HOTTEN 

Boeing, the US ptanemaker. 
scored a decisive victory over 
Airbus Industrie, its European 
rival, in last year’s bitter battle 
for commercial aircraft sales. 

Figures released yesterday 
show . the American giant 
notched up 261 net new orders 
worth $I8bn (£I2bn). dwarfing 
a total of just over 100 orders 
secured by Airbus, the consor- 
tium that includes British Aero- 
space. 

In 1994 Airbus had pushed 
ahead of Boeing for the first 
time, achieving 125 firm orders 
worth S9.1bn, against Boeing's 
120 aircraft worth $7.7bn. 

But latest figures demon- 
strate how far the European 
partnership fell behind the 
world’s largest aircraft 
company, which in November 
won the record $22.7bn order 
for 77 planes from Singapore 
Airlines. 

Airbus' latest newsletter said 
yesterday that it sold 23 aircraft 
m November, bringing its sales 
to the end of that month to 99. 
A company spokesman said 


that orders placed in December, 
including for two aircraft by 
Austrian Airlines. wiQ bring its 
total to just over 100 planes. 

He said Airbus would release 
a more detailed breakdown 
within the next few days, 
adding: “Obviously we accept 
that Boeing well and truly beat 
us in 1995." 

It is thought that it was a par- 
ticularly bad year for sales of 
Airbus’ family of wi debody air- 
craft comprising the A530 and 
A340 jets. Airbus had made 
great play of overtaking Boeing 
in 1994. and the intensity of the 
rivalry spilled over into a war of 
words at the Paris .Air Show ear- 
lier this year. 

News that Boeing has com- 
prehensively beaten Airbus in 
1995 will not help the consor- 
tium's sales pitch. Boeing is ex- 
pected to lake the lion's share 
of a $2bn order from Malaysian 
Airlines for up to 30 aircraft, 
which could be announced 
within the next few days. 

The Malaysian airline will 
place an order for six to eight 
Boeing 747-400s, with the rest 
of the deal for Boeing 777s and 


Airbus A330S. McDonnell Dou- 
glas. whose sales figures were 
not available but which is ex- 
pected to show a dreadful, is be- 
lieved to be out of the running. 

BAe makes wings for Airbus, 
whose other three partners are 
France's Aerospatiale, Ger- 
many's Daimler-Benz Aero- 
space. and Construocioncs 
Aeronauticas. of Spain. 

Airbus and Boeing have fore- 
cast that airlines will need to or- 
der between 13.000 to 15.000 
new aircraft worth over 
Sl.OOObn in the next 20 years lo 
replace ageing fleets and meet 
growing demand for air travel. 

The biggest demand is com- 
ing from fast-growing Asian 
airlines, who are demanding 
new variants to meet greater 
range and capacity. Boeing has 
launched a stretched version of 
the 777 to offer greater capac- 
ity with the same range as the 
300-seat 777-200. and is also 
considering a shortened long- 
range version - the 777-100. 

Airbus is planning to spend 
$500m developing a longer- 
range but smaller version of its 
335-seat A330 twin jet. 


Rate cut 
hint as 
US turns 
down 

DIANE COYLE 

Economics Correspondent 

Manufacturing activity in the US 
fell for the fifth month in a row 
in December. The slowdown re- 
inforced hopes yesterday that 
the Federal Reserve would fol- 
low last month’s reduction in key 
interest rates with another cut 
at the end of January. 

The weaker than exp ected 
month lv survey of industry from 
the National Association of 
Purchasing Managers con- 
tributed to a jump in share 
prices. The Dow Jones industrial 
average was just over 34 points 
higher, at 5151.44 by noon. 

The pace of decline in in- 
dustry slowed between Novem- 
ber and December, according to 
the survey. But thanks to slug- 
gish consumer spending, new or- 
ders and employment feD. while 
manufacturers' stocks of finished 
goods increased. 

Ralph Kauffman, the 
NAPM's chairman, said manu- 
facturing might have turned 
the corner. r ‘The indications 
are optimistic that we have hit 
the bottom, perhaps, and we 
might start to turn up." he said. 

Other economists were pes- 
simistic. however. "It was a 
downbeat report that suggests 
the manufacturing sector has yet 
to turn the comer." said Cary 
Leahey, an analyst at Lehman 
Government Securities. 

David Wyss. chief economist 
at consultancy DRL said: “Out- 
side of computers, were seeing 
a general weakness in manu- 
facturing." There was no sign of 
growth in sales of cars or other 
consumer durables, he said. 

Initial retailers’ reports, like- 
ly to be confirmed by surveys re- 
leased today, suggest that the 
Christmas spending season w as 
disappointing. 

The NAPM index rose to 47_3 
last month from 46.5 in No- 
vember. It was the fifth succes- 
sive figure below the 50 
boundary between expansion 
and contraction. 

The index for new orders fell 
substantially below the key lev- 
el of 50. A rise in export orders 
was the only area of activity to 
show a significant improvement. 

The brightest note in the 
NAPM survey was a sharp fall 
in the price component, down 
from 44.5 to 40.8. This marked 
the lowest for more than four 
years, and shows that materials 
costs remain vety subdued. This 
cheered Wall Street analysts 
who hope for another reduction 
in the key Federal Funds rale 
from its current level of 5.5 per 
cent. 

When the Fed announced a 
quarter point reduction on 19 
December it said the move was 
due to inflation being “some- 
what more favourable than an- 
ticipated” and to the associated 
decline in expectations of in- 
flation. 

Surveys and data published by 
the Federal Reserve are the only 
economic information available 
as long as the partial closure of 
the Federal Government lasts. 
Other statistics have been de- 
layed indefinitely. 
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Abdullah seeks shake-up at Water Hall 


DAVID H ELDER 

Raschid Abdullah, best-known 
for turning around a small en- 
gineering company in the J9SQs 
into a mini-conglomerate colled 
Evered before being forced out 
after a boardroom split, yes- 
terday immersed himself in a 
new 'battle for boardroom 
change. 

Mr Abdullah has requisi- 
tioned a shareholders' meeting 
at Water Hall, a quarrying 
group, at which he is proposing 
the removal of Edward Weiss, 
(he chairman, and the ap- 
pointment of a supporter. An- 


thony Smith, as a director of the 
company. 

With "the support of shares 
held by a Saudi company. 
Eikheriji Trading & Electronics 
Corporation. Raschid and his 
brolherOsman, both former ex- 
ecutive directors of the group, 
hold the necessary' 10 per cent 
of the shares needed to requi- 
sition such a meeting. 

They may also, though not 
definitely, enjoy the support of 
two other Arab investor group- 
ings that could take their per- 
centage of the paid-up capital 
to 45 per cenL A dear majority 
is needed for Mr Abdullah’s 


proposal to go through. As part 
of the fight-back Mr Weiss, a 
former finance director of 
Chubb, has threatened to ap- 
proach the Takeover Panel. He 
says he is considering ap- 
proaching the Panel to see 
whether Mr Abdullah, in call- 
ing for a change in the compo- 
sition of the board, is not 
reneging on assurances he and 
his brother gave shareholders as 
part of a financial reconstruc- 
U'on of the company last year. 

“There are issues here which 
should be brought to the at- 
tention of the Takeover Panel," 
Mr Weiss said vesterdav. 


In essence, Mr Abdullah con- 
siders the group should now pufl 
out of its traditional quarrying 
and land-fill business and move 
into a aew business. 

However, Mr Weiss says: 
“Why should we sell something 
when we do not know what to 
buy? I do not think anything has 
happened to make us change 
the policies which we spelt out 
a year ago at our extraordinary 
shareholders' meeting." 

Water Hall was born out of 
a finpcial reconstruction that 
repaired the finances of Star- 
mrn, the quarrying group of 
which Messrs Raschid and Os- 


man were executive directors 
until their resignations in July 
1993. 

fit the listing particulars ac- 
companying a financial recon- 
struction at the beginning of last 
year the group committed itself 
lo the quarrying and land-fill 
business. They stated: “The 
Water Hall Farm Complex will 
now become the main activity 
of the Group." 

Mr Weiss argues that Mr 
Abdullah approved this state- 
ment and should now support 
the board, especially in the 
light of an improving financial 
performance. 



Battle: Raschid Abdullah 
calls to shareholders 
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Repo market opens 
with a whimper 


PAUL WALLACE 

The City gave birth to a new 
market yesterday. But even 
though it has been billed by the 
Bank of England as “the most 
significant liberalisation in the 
gilt market since Big Bang”, the 
gilts repo market started life 
without much ado. 

“It was like watching paint 
dry,” said Nigel Richardson, 
head of bond research at Ya- 
raaichi International. “It was a 
day of people finding t heir feet, 
testing the system.” 

Investors’ attention was more 
focused on political worries 
about an early election. The 
March long gilt future lost a 
third of a point and the differ- 
ential between UK and German 
yields widened. 

Despite this slow start to the 
new repo market “it will affect 
everything,” said Euan Hnrk- 
ness. chairman of the Gilt 
Edged Market Makers’ Asso- 
ciation. “If you're not on top of 
it you aren't going to be aware 
of stock shortages developing." 

With the advent of open Jit 
repo trading, any market par- 
ticipant can enter into an agree- 
ment to sell and repurchase 
gilts. This allows investors and 
traders to raise finance from 
their holdings of gilts by selling 
them as collateral and permits 
them lo borrow stock to cover 
short positions. 

Until now, only the 20 gilt- 
edged market makers could 


use stocklending and borrowing 
facilities offered by the eight 
Stock Exchange money bro- 
kers. However, this market 
structure was “viewed as very 
opaque by international in- 
vestors," said Peter D'Amario. 
repo marketing director at 
BZW. “Now with the market 
opened up you've got an effi- 
cient pricing mechanism emerg- 
ing.” 

Although there is no set lim- 
it to the length of repo contracts, 
the average is expected to be be- 
tween a week and ten days. With 
the repo rate the key interven- 
tion mechanism for other cen- 
tral banks, the Bank of England 
is widely expected to follow suit 
once the market is in full swing. 

The creation of the new mar- 
ket is the second in a three- 
pronged attempt, initiated by 
the Treasury, to cut borrowing 
costs. It follows fhe auction 
calendar and maturity schedule 
for gilts and comes ahead of a 
new gilts stripping facility. 

All three changes are de- 
signed to bring fhe gifts market 
into line with international 
practice. According to Mr 
D’Amario, repo trading, long a 
feature of the US Treasury 
market, has grown : ‘geometi> 
eafly" in the past decade. In re- 
cent years, the French have 
also reformed their bond mar- 
ket lo introduce repo trading. 

The Treasury’s ultimate goal 
is to drive down borrowing 
costs. * 
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business 



,For te is like the 
wayward salesman 

who after years of 

coasting, suddenly 
finds the cash to land 
a blockbuster sale 
and win a stay of 
execution* 


Scorched earth policy may be too hot to handle 

SSs-jM-tass 



defence fwIT * 1 15 ‘“"“"S imo a truly heroic 

0„d d «5n - ‘ ‘tea™ = *■> 

eniahit ; L l *r ccen » ‘rack record is 1am- 
“j nd d “P»a ‘he promoiions 
temDlauSp yf^ ertJa y- il shows no sign of con- 
W-ouW managcmem shake-up that 

with pn^ fun daJnentai change. Yet 
dlsS ^ bnbei * eve n for the most un- 
thT3 °i ca *f s «*» survive- Forte is like 

coastinp W «i r ^a SiJ ? S ^ an who aftcf yea® of 
hSbifc! Udd i en ^ ly finds the cash to land a 
It ic r,^ a “ dwma sla y of execution, 
onc/nr^f ? what managements can do 

erin^h R f ly ,f ,cuscd on ,he lasJc ofdelrv- 
enng shareholder value. 

tcrdav p3 ^ age goodies announced yes- 
srnrrL^ a c ^ I "hination of break-up and 
s.ee d ®J ence " may be enough 10 

taVSr ad ?‘ Cerla mly Geny Robison, 
lot ! xcc H tI ^» “ going to have to pav a 
hasbuilt t H°-r n - For ?° eKBCut *ve who inp^ri 
assei - 1L*? re P uta,lon on underpaying for 
asset* that s a tough one. 

a hhf ^. Jet ’ s s lap down the Forte defence 
rhl r J ,s ** ^ mte *» brilliant as it seems, 
the - pu H a temporary floor under 

willnn/k P 75 e 0f bul lhe support level 
will not be there for ever. Moreover the lax 

humh? “ on| y available to gross fends; 

do not S el ‘he added 
vaiue. Once ail is said and done, what is left 


is a pure hotels group with substantial debt, 
hardly a natural for the aggressive invest- 
ment programme necessary 10 drive the busi- 
ness Forward and the ambitious dividend 
strategy outlined in the defence. The dan- 
ger is that Forte becomes caught in a kind 
of poverty trap; to maintain dividend cover 
at present levels it is going to have to dou- 
ble profits in three years. The business will 
need to be nm for cash, with the hatchet cut- 
ting deep into both investment and cpsl 

Even on the promises made by Forte yes- 
terday. it is not until next year that dividends 
recover to the level they were at in 1992J 3. 
If you take that as your starting line, the 
growth in dividends through to the end of 
the three-year horizon of promises is just 46 
per cent - not too hot, really. Nor is the 
prospective dividend yield any better than 
the market average at 3.S per cent. 

Forte has demonstrated that it is prepared 
to take bold and painful action in its defence, 
but is it enough? At this stage the battle 
seems to hove developed the feel of on 
Oxford and Cambridge boat race, with 
Forte. the underdogs, leading at half-way by 
a good few lengths. Without a quite sub- 
stantial rise in the bid, shareholders will cer- 
tainly give Forte the benefit of the doubt. It 
wnn'l be enough merely to lift the offer to 
360p a share; 380p might do it but Mr Robin- 
son would have to answer to his own share- 
holders for such a price. Over lhe next week 
he will have to talk long and hard, not just 
to Forte shareholders, but to his own. too. 


It is nonsense to argue, as some have, 
that failure will mark a turning point in 
Granada's fortunes as dramatic as that 
which befell Hanson after its fruitless as- 
sault on ICI. But setback it will certainly 
he. And it will be doubly so if Granada 
raises the bid, with all the expense that 
involves, only still to fail 

Sainsbury ’s needs a 
big new idea soon 

A dever enough marketing wheeze. Sains- 
jCJibury’s move to cut the price of 200 prod- 
uct lines this month, but hardly sufficient to 
put the once-star performer of food retail- 
ing back on truck. In fact what was announced 
yesterday was no more than the annua) re- 
run of similar campaigns Salisbury's wheels 
out every January. U gets a good slug of cheap 
publicity and provides a much needed boost 
to sales^ which ore at their most sluggish at 
this time of year. 

However,' Sainsbury s needs more than 
this to restore its fortunes. Figures released 
yesterday show that Tesco and Asda are still 
motoring ahead while Salisbury's market 
share is eroding further. Sainsbury 's has tried 
hard not to fight the battle on price but 
found itself dragged back into the scrap time 
and again. 

Trumpeting customer service, wider car 
parking spaces and children’s trolleys are all 
very well but they are plainly not ah that mat- 


ters to the company’s pampered cusomers. 
Loyalty canis, too, were spumed only to sec 
Tesco and Safeway sign up mfllions of cus- 
tomers who like the idea of a little discount 
and special offers. In the cost conscious 9US, 
price seems to be the thing tital mafias. 
Sainsbury ’s has a new marketing director but 
it may need more management changes u 
it is to really turn the comer. Most of all it 
needs a big idea, and soon. 

Housing recovery not 
likely to raise pulses 

T he bousing market is set to recover -that 

is the encouraging message coming, not 
fust from those with an axe to grind in the 
property business but from some indepen- 
dent City analysts too. They’ve been wrong 
before - but that doesn't mean they aren’t 
right this time. The trouble is that cven if the 
house price cheerleaders are now looking at 
the right crystal bail, the recovery they have 
in mind won’t be occasion to crack open the 
champagne. 

The Halifax - whose price index showed 
a fifth consecutive monthly increase in 
December- is predicting a modest 2 per cent 
rise in 1996, with transactions up by 10 per 
cent. The Council of Mortgage Lenders says 
prices will rise by 3 per cent in 1996. Price 
increases of this order will barely dent the 
levels of negative equity that stiU hold the 
market back. According to Rob Thomas, 


housing analyst at UBS, a 10 per cent rise 
in house prices would be necessary to float 
three-quarters of the million households still 
in negative equity out of their predicament. 

This block of people will continue to act 
as a brake on the market, as will the collec- 
tive experience, so painfully learnt in the 
1990s, that both nominal and real house 
prices can fall as well as rise. Set against 
these brakes on the market are some poten- 
tially powerful accelerators. House prices 
have fallen to levels of affordability in rela- 
tion to income which haven’t been seen for 
a generation. So, too, have mortgage inter- 
est rates- and the direction still looks down- 
ward, with the City pencilling in base rale 
cuts of a further half per cent by mid-year. 

However, historical analogies can be mis- 
leading. The upswing in house prices that got 
underway in the 1960s was related to a long 
term rise in inflation. It was also based on 
a lavish subsidy from the Treasury in gen- 
erous mortgage interest tax relief. In stark 

contrast, the 1990s are turning out to be a 
decade of falling inflation. The tax relief has 
been whittled away to a niggardly amount 
and housing must now compete as an invest- 
ment with tax-exempt PEPS and Tessas. 
Mortgage interest rales may be low in nom- 
inal terms, but they remain high in real 
terras. A housing market recovery is now 
overdue. Bui if and when it occurs, it will feel 
like the overall recovery of the 1990s - noth- 
ing much to write home about. 
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AT&T to axe 40,000 jobs 


DAVID USBORNE 

New York 

Four months after unveiling 
plans to divide itself into three 
separate companies. AT&T the 
American telecommunications 
gianL served notice yesterday 
that it is eliminating 40,000 
jobs, equal to 13 per cent of its 
workforce. 

AT&T, which currently em- 
ploys 300.000 worldwide, will 
lake a S6bn (£4bn) pre-tax 
charge :n the fourth quarter to 
pay lor the redundancies as well 
as for facility closures and some 
asset-value write-downs. It aim<. 


to achieve 70 per cent of the lay- 
offs this year and the remain- 
der after three years. 

While there were no details 
on where most of the job-loss- 
es would occur, a company 
spokeswoman said 85 per cent 
of them would be within the US. 
She added: “While some per- 
centage of it will not be in the 
US. we are not in a position to 
say what the impaci will be in 
specific places. "However, she 
was unable to rule out the pos- 
sibility of some job cuts in 
AT&T’s British operations. “As 
tar as the UK is concerned, we 
just don't know yet," she said. 


Roughly three quarters of the 
lay-offs will be in voluntary. 
Only about 6,500 AT&T em- 
ployees responded to a volun- 
tary redundancy package 
offered by the company. 
Around 4.000 people may leave 
the AT&T payroll as units are 
sold-off as part of the overall 
break-up. 

Of the three entities that 
will emerge from the break-up 
- the biggest in corporate his- 
tory - the new AT&T that will 
continue to provide telecom- 
munications services, will suffer 
the largest number of job-cuts. 
Also affected, however, will be 


Christmas hang-up for mobiles 


The mobile telephone market 
fell sharply in December com- 
pared with the year before 
when a record 400.000 people 
signed up for the networks, 
antes Mary Fagan. 

Vodafone and Cellnet, the 
largest operators, said that in 
spite oftbe lack of any seasonal 
boost, 1995 was the best year for 


the industry. Vodafone added 
694,000 new subscribers during 
the year - around 20 per cent 
up on 1994 - bringing its total 
to more than 233 million. 

Cellnet. which has lagged 
Vodafone In terms of subscriber 
base, took on 739.000 new cus- 
tomers and ended the year only 
a few tens of thousands behind 


Its rival. Both operators are feel- 
ing the effect of competition 
Cram Orange, the newest oper- 
ator, which is owned by Hutchi- 
son Whampoa of Hong Kong. 
Price competition has pushed 
Vodafone's average rev enue per 
customer to about £427 annu- 
ally compared with around 
£520 in the previous year. 


the workforce of its new equip- 
ment division. 

Global Information Solu- 
tions ( GIS). the computer arm 
of AT&T created after the 1991 
buy-out of the former NCR 
Corporation, is not affected, 
however. GIS independently 
announced in September 8,500 
redundancies, of which about 
half have already been imple- 
mented. 

On Wail Street, where AT&T 
is the roost widely-held stock in 
the US. investors appeared 
pleased by the news. Shares in 
AT&T jumped sharply higher, 
up S3 to $67^4 at lunchtime. 

AT&Ts chairman, Robert 
Allen, expressed regret at the 
Jay-offs. “1 truly wish we didn’t 
have to do this downsizing. I un- 
derstand how wrenching it will 
be for employees and their 
families. But the actions we are 
announcing today are ab- 
solutely essential if our busi- 
nesses are to be competitive,” 
be said in a memo to workers. 
“This is a key milestone that 
puts us right on track in our plan 
to create three new companies 
that will be positioned as strong- 


Surge in money supply fuels inflation fears 


DIANE COYLE 

Economics Correspondent 

A surge in the amount of cash 
in circulation last month added 
weight to anecdotal evidence 
that" retailers enjoyed a healthy 
Christmas. 

December saw the biggest 
monthly rise in levels of notes 
and coin held by the public for 
more than a year, according to 
figures published by the Bank 
of England yesterday. It took 
holdings of cash up by £l86m 
to just over £23 bn. 

The increase in the narrow 
money supply measure M0 - 
notes and coin in rirculation plus 
banks’ operational balances at 
the Bank of England - was the 
highest since eariy 1994. 


A Treasury spokesman said it 
was loo early to draw any con- 
clusions but added: “It suggests 
spending is a bit firmer than 
some people bad been think- 
ing." In its Budget forecast the 
Treasury predicted faster 
growth in consumer spending 
this year. 

David Owen, at investment 
bank KJemwort Benson, said 
yesterday: “The money figures 
confirm that there wiD be a con- 
sumer recovery- Gloom about 
the economy is overdone." 

Although there is no iron link 
between the increase in M0 and 
the value of retail sales from 
month to month, the two tend 
to move together over time. 
Strong M0 growth in November 
was associated with a good 


month on the high street The 
unexpectedly big 1.2 per cent 
jump in M0 fast month took its 
growth in the year to Decem- 
ber up to 5.9 per cent from 5.6 
percent in November. The an- 
nualised three-month growth 
rate, which indicates the short- 
term trend, shot up from 5.9 per 
cent to 9.1 per cent. 

The level of notes and coin 
in circulation rose by 0.S per 
cent to a level 6 per cent high- 
er than a year earlier. 

In recent monetary meet- 
ings the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer and the Governor of 
the Bank of England have ex- 
pressed concern about the rapid 
money growth. 

Some economists see it as a 
warning signal. “The buoyancy 
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of M0 in itself may be no cause 
for alarm, but there are no 
grounds for complacency re- 
garding inflation," said Helen 
MacFarlane, an economist at 
Hoare GovetL 


Sharp expansion 


IN BRIEF 


JOHN WIOCOCK 

Financial Correspondent 

.Albert E Sharp, the Birming- 
ham-based stockbroker, an- 
nounced yesterday that it has 
bought the private client 
broking business of Brown 
Shipley from Guinness Peal 
Group for £6. 7m. 

Ian Wade, Sharp’s deputy 
chairman, claimed the addi- 
tion of Brown Shipley’s 14 of- 


rule out job cuts to remove du- 
plication but added that no de- 
cisions had yet been made, and 
cuts had not been part of the 
plan. “We may need everybody 
- it depends on the market.” he 
said. 

Guinness Peal Group, new 
Zealand entrepreneur Sir Ron 
BrierJey's investment vehicle, 
bought Brown Shipley two and 
a half vears ago from Krediet- 
bank Luxembourgeoise. GPG 


uon ot Brown ampieys it w- umuiw™.*. — — 

fices and 214 emplovces would tried to sell the broker once be- 
rcake the group the'largest na- fore IS months ago with a jmee 


lional independent firm of 
stockbrokers. 

“We need to get bigger m 
order to fund things like infor- 
mation technology develop- 
ment. This gives us better 
national coverage, including a 
presence in Scotland. We vrani 
to float and this deal makes the 
risht size,"' smd Mr Wilde. 

"The business which has been 
acudired includes Brown Ship- 
lev' and three regional busi- 
ness, Stirling Hendry in 
Scotland, Roy James in Birm- 
ingham and NVilshew Baldwin 
in Leicester. 

The deputy chairman did not 


tag closer to £10m but failed. 
Since then market volumes 
have fallen. 

Since acquiring it, GPG has 
sold oft Brown Shipley’s asset 
management arm and restruc- 
tured the boaness- The value of 
net assets deliverable to Sharp 
is £3.Sm. and the pre-tax prof- 
its attributable to which, for the 
vear ended 31 December 1994. 
were £532,000. 

Under the deal Sharp also ac- 
quired the Brown Shipley 
StcdtbrokingP^flw^- 
plus. worth up to £700,000 in 
cash, taking the consideration 
up to £7 ,4m. 


New talks on City promotion 

Angela Knight. Economic Secretary to the Treasury, will meet a 
group of about 60 eminent City businessmen nest month to dis- 
cuss the future of the Chancellor's City Promotion Panel. Mrs 
Knight said it was essential to ensure that the role of the Panel 
was widely understood. The City Corporation and lobby group 
London Fust had expressed concern that the Panel - set up last 
sum mer b y Chancellor Kenneth Darke - excluded groups such 
as LIFFE and the commodities exchanges, and overlapped with 
their own work. Michael Cassidy, chairman of the City Corpo- 
ration's policy committee, said it would be prepared to fund a 
new secretariat to promote the Dty. 

Gates deal delayed 

Gates Rubber said last night its merger with Tomkins had been 
delayed, bur is expected to be signed by mid-January. It said ne- 
cutiations are “proceeding well 1 * but there were a “couple of re- 
maining issues that need further research before resolution.” The 
companies had said an agreement would be signed on 29 De- 
cember. Gates would nor disclose the reason for the delay. 

Pension costs cut 

The cost of endowment and pension products from some insur- 
ers has falle n in the wake of new rules on full disclosure of com- 
pany ebarses. a paper by the Personal Investment Authority, the 
financial watchdog, claimed yesterday. However, the PIA's sur- 
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tidied costs to raise their own. 

New TV ad for British Airways 

The first British Airways advert since the company defected to 
2 d agency M&C Saatchi last spring ts due to be launched this 
week. Two newly commissioned TV ads, filmed in California, mark 
the return of the Saatchi brothers to one of their highest-profile 
clients, following their acrimonious departure from Saatchi & 
Spafc-hi, aowCcudiant, a year ago. Meanwhile, Cordiam announced 
the appointment of John Fitzgerald, formerly with McCann- 
Erkkson, to the post of chief operating executive at Saatchi & 
Saatchi Advertising Worldwide, one of Gmfianfs global networks. 
He is earmarked to replace the network’s chairman, Ed Vt&x. who 
is set io retire within the next IS months. 



Gas feces new cold war 


v: 




Robert Allen: Laid out plans 

ly as possible to succeed in 
their markets.” 

Roughly S1.7bn of the fourth- 
quarter char^ will arise from the 
writing down of the values of 
some of AT &Ts assets, most no- 
tably that of Unite), a Canadian 
communications venture. The 
closing down, selling or consol- 
idation of AT&T faculties world- 
wide is to account for Jl.lbn. 

The biggest component of 
the charge, Sltibn, will come 
from lay-offs, however. The 
compare conceded that the state 
of New Jersey in the US, where 
4SJXJ0 AT&T workers are based, 
will be worn affected. 


MARY FAGAN 

Industrial Correspondent 

British Gas was yesterday 
plunged into fresh controversy 
over thousands of customers 
who were left without heating 
during the Christmas freeze. 
The Gas Consumers Council 
said it had warned the company 
in early December that there 
could be a disaster waiting to 
happen but that its words ap- 
peared to have been ignored. 

Many of the customers have 
paid for £l00-a-year Three Star 
contracts which led them to be- 
lieve that British Gas engineers 
would be sent within 24 hours 
of a call for help. 

The company said that it 
could not guarantee compen- 
sation for all Three Star cus- 
tomers who were left without 
the normal service in the cold 
spell. 

A spokesman said: “We have 
been in the same situation as 
other utilities (because of the 
cold weather) and we have 
been stretched. We will look at 
each claim on its merits.” 

Ian Pdwe, director of the 
Gas Consumers Council, at- 


tacked the company for blam- 
ing the cold snap, saying the 
problem was “ fundamental” 
rather than seasonal. He said 
that in the year to the end of No- 
vember 1995, complaints about 
Three Star contracts had al- 
ready trebled to almost 1,500. 
and th3t he had written to the 
British Gas board voicing his 
concern. 

Mr Powe said: “There were 
insufficient engineers to cope in 
the months to November and 
the problem was then exacer- 
bated by the weather. We do not 
think that this is seasonal and 
we will be asking British Gas to 
either change the literature in 
its contracts or to take on more 
engineers.” 

Bob Frazer, director of op- 
erations at the British Gas ser- 
vice arm, admitted that the 
cold weather “caught us out”, 
but said that the number of ser- 
vice engineers working in this 
area was “no different” than in 
the last few years. The compa- 
ny, which has 3 million contract 
customers, employs about 7300 
engineers on central healing 
and associated services. Mr 
Powe said he found it hard to 


believe that the numbers hat. 
not been culled in the sweeping; 
reorganisation - and thousand^ 
of job cuis- that British Gas ha-' 
been implementing through- 
out the UK operations. 

The debacle is the latest in - 
string of problems and public re- 
lations fiascos that have dogger 
British Gas since the end oi 
1994. Its fell from grace in the 
eyes of customers has aston- 
ished City analysts as British 
Gas was once among the best 
in terms of public perception. 

A spokesman for the servio. 
arm said he believed the in- 
crease in complaints a bon 
Three Star contracts was parti; 
due to the publicity the com- 
pany had had over the past year 
“People are now more will ini 
to make their point,” he said." 

Ofgas, the gas industry reg- 
ulator. said that service con 
tracts, where British Gas wa 
open to competition, were no: 
its responsibility. The regulator 
- like the industry as a whole - 
was bracing itself for the star 
of competition in domestic ^a. 
supply, which begins in April ir 
an area covering 500,000 home 
in the South-west. 


Take a car and five to 
France for £10 with the 

^INDEPENDENT and P&Ofe* 

European Ffenies 


W e would like to invite you to start 
the New Year with a bargain break 
- a day trip to France with a car plus five 
passengers for just £10. 

We have teamed up with P&O Euro- 
pean Ferries to offer Independent read- 
ers a range of bargain sailings departing 
from either Dover or Portsmouth which 
may be taken until April 2, 1996. 

The Dover destination is Calais and the 
Portsmouth sailings will arrive at Cher- 
bourg and Le Havre. Both towns are ide- 
al for shopping, sight-seeing and gourmet 
eating and would make excellent buses 
for a short stay. 

Day trip departures from Sunday to 
Fridays, until 15 February, 1996, cx»st £10 
for a car and up to five passengers. Each 
extra passenger costs £1 and foot pas- 
sengers also pay just £1. 

Day trip departures from Portsmouth 
on Friday nights and Dover on Saturdays 
cost £20 for a car and up to five passen- 
gers. The cost of extra passengers and foot 


passengers remains unchanged. 

Sailings from 16 February up till 2nd 
April, 1996, are £10 per car and £1 per 



If you prefer to make an overnight stay 
in France, the cost of a 60-hour excur- 
sion is £39 for a car and up to five pas- 
sengers. Extra passengers pay £4 each. 
Friday night departures from Fbrtsmouth 
and Saturday departures from Dover are 
subject to a £10 surcharge. These prices 
do not include accommodation. 

7b qualify for these bargain prices you 
must collect four differently numbered to- 
kens from the six we are publishing this 
week. Tbday we are publishing token three 
and we will give frill details of how to take 
advantage of this offer later this week. 

Full terms and conditions of this 
daytrip offer wfll appear on the P&O Eu- 
ropean Ferries Booking Request Form 
which will appear later this week. The of- 


fers are subject to availability for tickets 
within the Independent's readers alloca- 
tion. A day return is defined as follows: 
Dover/Calais route, return departure 
must be before midnight on the day of de- 
parture. From Portsmouth, return de- 
parture must be within 24 hours of 
leaving the UK. 
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Oil companies’ attractions slip 


Y< 


Miong the market's worst laggards un- 
til November, the oil sectors (both in- 
tegrated and exploration stocks) did a 
good Job of catching up in the final two 
months of the year and ended up mare 
or less matching the All-Share’s im- 
pressive growth during 1995. 

There were a number of factors ai 
work. Will Street’s continuing surge 
dragged the US's big oil majors high- 
er. which iii an inn easing!) global mar- 
ket for international energy stocks 
carried Shell and BP up. There was also 
an element of rotational buying as US 
investors searched for alternatives to 
the high-tech stocks that had driven the 
Dow’s boom year and were beginning 
to look ever more overpriced. 

At home, the earlier-than-usual 
cold snap meant downstream inven- 
tories ran down unexpectedly quickly 
which pushed the always volatile price 
of Brent crude sharply higher. From 
less than S16 a barrel in October, the 
price is currently over $18. Shell ben- 
efited from a him to the market that 
it planned to maintain its dividend pay- 
out ratio, suggesting that investors 
would feel the full impact of any rise 
in earnings. 

At the smaller end of the market, 
where most of the exploration and pro- 
duction tiddlers are found, a mini-wave 
of speculation hoisted share prices 
across the board. 

After Aran was targeted by Arco in 
the summer, most analysts dismissed 
the bid as a one-off special situation 
hut when Goal was bid for. attention 
started swinging to which company 
might be next in the takeover sights! 

That has been the good news. Look- 
ing forward, however, it seems that 
both sectors have probably seen the 
best of their recent runs, although for 
different reasons. 

The large integrated stocks arc 
really an amalgam of two different cy- 
cles, chemicals and refining, together 
with an upstream exploration business 
where demand is relatively stable but 
pricing is out of (he producing com- 
panies' hands. 

Both Shell and BP benefited from 
historically high chemicals margins last 
year and ii is only reasonable to assume 
these will fall (his time - (he argument 
between different analysts is the extent 
of the downturn. BZw. for its part is 
expecting Shell's chemicals profits to 
fall from £1.29hn lust year to £89Dm 
this lime. BP s chemical profits will also 
slip £300m. 

Most of that will be made up for by 
improvements in refining margins 


which due to overcapacity were un- 
usually low last year, but both compa- 
nies will do well to achieve more than 
a repeat of last year’s group profits, 
£4.76bn for Shell and £l.99bn at BP, 
as it becomes apparent that improving 
profits in the past three years have been 
more about recovery and less about 
underlying growth. 

They will receive little help from the 
oil price. BZW is sticking with its fore- 
cast of $17 a barrel for 1996 as a whole. 

That said, as the chart shows, there 
have been and remain to be seen some 
notable improvements in operating (xt- 
formanee from most of the oil majors 
both in the US and Europe. Seven; in- 
dustry restructuring and a recovery in 
the chemicals business has put them ail 
on a much sounder financial footing 
than in the black days of 1992. either 
paying down debt or maintaining 
broadly stable gearing ratios. 

Improved cashflow positions have re- 
sulted in a return to more acceptable 
levels of profitability and within a few 
vears the industry should be matching 
Its cost of capital, conventionally ac- 
cepted to be about 12 per cent 

How should all of this be valued in 
the market? Probably at a slight dis- 
count, given the cyclicality of two of the 


integrated companies' main businesses 

and the low growth prospects for their 

remaining activity. 

On the basis of BZW’s forecasts, 
Shell stands on a prospective p/e ratio 
of 16.5 this year and BP on 14.5. That 
compares with 13.6 for the market as 
a whole, suggesting little upside. 

A> the smaller end of the market the 
15 per cent rise in the exploration in- 
dex over the past two months, has prob- 
ably taken most of the shares to a 
sensible compromise between their for- 
mer prices and the amount a notional 
bidder might be prepared to pay. Las- 

mo and Enterprise, neither integrated 

nor potential bid target, are respectively 
fairly priced and expensive. 


Zergo profits 
from good press 

In its six months of existence the Al- 
ternative Investment Market has pro- 
vided plenty of proof that shares is 
small, young companies can be volatile 
investments. Even in that context, 
however, yesterday’s performance from 


The oil sector : at a glance 
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Zergo Holdings was dramatic. 

Snares in the company, which do- - 
veJops anti-hacking software for com- 
puters, rocketed 80p to 250pon 
nothing more substantial than a ^buy* 
recommendation in a rival newspaper. 
At one stage they rose as high as 290p, 
despite no trades being recorded m the 
stoat. 

The mam reason for the rise is that, 
like a lot of AIM companies, Zergo has 
a relatively small number of shares in 
issue. This makes them difficult for in- 
vestors - particularly smaller investors 
- to buy. It also means that the slight- 
est whiff of good news - or bad - can 
send the shares into orbit or free-fall. 

But Zergo is far from all hype and 
no substance. The company has de- 
veloped a useful niche in producing 
anti-hacking software and other in- 
formation security to the financial 
sector. "Rvo weeks ago it launched a new 
Firewall system for the encryption of 
credit card numbers on the Internet. 

As the .risks of backing and other 
forms of computer crime grow, such 
security systems will become increas- 
ingly important. So far Zergo has 
built up a bhie-chip client list which in- 
cludes the Bank of England, Lloyds 
Bank and ABN Amro. It is also one 
of the service providers to Crest, the 
Stock Exchange’s new automated set- 
tlement system. 

Zergo only came to AIM in Sep- 
tember, when its shares were priced at 
97 .5p, but it was founded eight years 
ago by Professor Henry Beker, a 
world-wide authority on information 
security who spent 11 years at Racal. 
Though ynall, and not without com- 
petitors, it has developed technology 
that even larger rivals will be hard 
pushed to beat. 

The company is still very much in its 
formative stages. Last month the com- 
pany issued results for the six months 
to October which showed a pre-tax loss 
of £479,000 on sales of £4m compared 
with a £46,000 profit in the previous 
year. However, the company says it ex- 
pects to be modestly profitable in the 
full year. No dividend is expected yet 
as the company will invest profits into 
developing products. 

Fund managers who follow AIM 
stocks remain positive on the shares 
due to the company’s innovative prod- 
ucts and the prospects of expanding 
into other sectors outside financial in- 
stitutions. 

An attractive bet if you can get hold 
of the shares, though not without sub- 
stantial risk. 


Leeds United may yet regret 

• bringing on M’ Learned 

friends against Nordale 

Country Foods! The local 
firm had been sponsoring 
Tony Yeboab, the prolific 
striker, to- the tune of two 
Yorkshire puddings for every 
goal he scored plus one for 
each of his team mates. Such 
are the talents of the Ghana- 
ian international that the 
arrangement resulted in lor- 
ry-loads of pudding being 
sent to the football dub, 
including one delivery of 
more than 250. 

Nordale naturally felt that 
Mr Yeboah’s success was 
down to the supply of York- 
shire pudding — a sentiment 
not shared by the dub or Mr 
Yeboah’s agent who felt that 
the food manufacturer was 
exploiting the “Yeti-Pud” 
factor. 

Indeed, the agent was of 
the predictable view that bis 
client should be paid in mon- 
ey rather than puddings. 

Solicitors for Leeds Unit- 
ed have since written to 
Nordale instructing the com- 
pany to stop sending pud- 
dings. The implied threat 
was that if it cad not then 
Leeds would blame the al- 
leged pudding diet on any 
subsequent loss of the foot- 
baller’s form. 

Nordale duly complied. 
Since when Mr Yeboah has 
had something of a fallow 
patch. 

lb Verbier for the Christmas 
break where one is confront- 
ed by the party of Geoffrey 
Gestetner, scion of the office 
equipment dynasty. The 
Hanson-trained executive, 
now installed at BTR's 
shower division, has taken 



lony Yeboah: Agent demanded brass before puddings 


an apartment for the season 
in the exorbitantly-priced re- 
sort, some say in the hope of 
attracting a suitable mate. 

The former Cambridge 
boxing blue (a heavyweight, 
so words must be chosen 
carefully) is certainly eligible 
- in an obvious sort of way. 
But he has not been seen out 
much, preferring to entertain 
eftez Geoffrey and indulge his 
passion for cooking. 

Visitors should note that 
Mr Gestetner has not left ins 
commercial acumen back at 
the office. One guest reports 
being charged £250 for four 
nights. 

The centenary of Knight 
Frank, the upmarket estate 
agent that has finally ditched 
the unfortunate Rutley, has 
already received more pub- 
licity than it deserves. How- 
ever, one pertinent fact 
emerges in the commemora- 


Blank looks at BT following an enigmatic inaugural address 
from the new chief executive. “My message for 1996 is sim- 
ple,” promised Sir Peter Bonfidd, late of ICL. “Fasten your 
seatbelts, we’re in for a roller-coaster ride”. Unfortunately, 
the freshly-knighted executive declined to elaborate on the 
call to arms, leaving die wider audience none the wiser as to 
what lies ahead. It was left to chairman Sir Iain Vailaoce to 
smooth things over by blathering on about his Sir Peter’s 
"dedication to quality management”. Watch this space. 


live brochure. And that is 
the quality of the firm’s 
Christmas lunches. Much 
like Mr Gestetner (above) 
the KFR people have a taste 
for the high me and the 1994 
Christmas lunch was a lively 
do at Vhl Thorens in France 
“10,000 feet up in the Alps”. 

Ever the salesmen, the 
firm fan n ot resist a quick 
pitch. “KFR has acted for 
many showbusiness personal- 
ities,” notes the brochure, 
“including Hugh Grant." 
Does this mean the actor has 
finally been given his march- 
ing orders by Elizabeth Hur- 
ley? We should be told. 

Some Fine-tuning to the Lon- 
don Stock Exchange’s share 
reclassification was the order 
of the day yesterday after a 
few companies began 1996 in 
strange territory. John Foster 
& Son was a glaring exam- 
ple. The no-nonsense mohair 
top maker and spinner, 
looked particularly out of 
place in the “alcoholic bever- 
ages" sector before it was 
quickly moved. 

Hambro Countrywide an- 
nounces the resignation of A 
Gunn. It’s a good job he 
wasn’t fired. 


Firecrest nets £lm from handset rights 


MATHEW HORSMAN 

FirecresL the high-flying Inter- 
net services and promotions 
company, has sold selective 
rights to its Transphone hand- 
set to Telecom Credit Europe 
for £Im. 

The deal marks the latest in 
a series of Internet-related an- 
nouncements from the small 
pubiidy quoted company, which 
late last year announced a new 
software licensing agreement to 
offer international phone ser- 


vice through the Internet for the 
price of a local call. 

Transphone, the company's 
proprietary handset, allows 
users to make phone calls 
through their computers with- 
out the need for speakers or mi- 
crophones. It also includes 
equipment for smart and swipe 
cards, allowing charges to be 
made for services offered elec- 
tronically. 

Roy Capper. Firecresl’s chief 
executive, said the swipe and 
smart card facility would attract 


the interest of Internet service 
suppliers and reassure users 
that their credit card numbers 
would not be liable to fradulent 
misuse. “There has been con- 
cern, most of it unfounded, 
that the Internet is not secure,” 
Mr Capper su'd. 

He added that the company 
expected smart-card technology 
to be introduced more widely in 
Europe, replacing the swipe 
cards now widely in use. Unlike 
swipe cards, smart cards carry 
data that can be updated. 


The Transphone must be 
used in conjunction with soft- 
ware like Digiphone, although 
the system can also work with 
competing products. 

Yesterday's deal gives Tele- 
com Credit Europe, which op- 
erates credit-card payphones, 
exclusive rights to market the 
Transphone in Austria, Ger- 
many and Switzerland, in ex- 
hange for Telecom Credit 
shares of up to 2 million, rep- 
resenting just under 20 per 
cent of the company. 


Zeneca boosted by US approval 
for new breast cancer drug 
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Abbeycrest lifts sales 3% 

AbbeycrcsL, the UK’s largest designer and manufacturer of gold 
and jewellery, said sales in the 10 months to 31 December 1995 
were 3 per cent ahead of the previous year. The board also un- 
veiled plans for a strategic reorganisation intended to facilitate 
future growth. Under this, the group said it will lake a maximum 
charge of £450.000 in its 1995/96 financial year. 

The hoard said a new company, G&A Ltd, is to be established 
to merge the operations of the two principal operating compa- 
nies, Abbeycrest Jewellers in Leeds and Gallery Jewellers in Birm- 
ingham. 

Hickson completes $35m disposal 

Hickson, the troubled speciality chemicals supplier, has completed 
the disposal of Hickson Kerley, its US subsidiary, to Tesscnderlo 
Group for $34 .75m <£225m). The sale does not include a pro- 
duction site in California which has the potential for alternative 
use. Hickson, which is still looking to replace Dennis Kerrison, 
who resigned as chief executive two months ago, is also looking 
to sell two other businesses, Hickson Performance Chemicals in 
South Africa and Hickson Specialities in the US. 

New Look sold for £170m 

New Look, the fashion retailer that abandoned its stock market 
listing last year, has been sold to a group of venture capitalists 
for £170m. BZW Private Equity ana Prudential Venture Man- 
agers are leading the acquisition though founder Tom Singh and 
his family will retain a 25 per cent stake. 

Changes at Perkins Foods 


Perkins Foods has appointed lan Blackburn deputy chief exec- 
utive. He will continue as finance director and also be responsi- 
ble for the Cogd Group and UK Chilled Foods. 

Daimler-Benz Aerospace lift-off 

Germany's Daimler-Benz Aerospace plans to invest hundreds of 
millions in expanding its space technology activities. The com- 
pany is aiming to generate sales of aroundDMlbn from its com- 
munications satellites business, about 30 per cent of which wifi 
be from mohile telecoms operations. 

BTR raises £88m from chemical arm 

BTR has sold its minority interests in the Titan petrochemical 
businesses to joint venture partners for£88-5m. The sale continues 
the industrial conglomerate’s strategy of selling non-core inter- 
ests to concentrate on its global industrial manufacturing oper- 
ations. 

lnvesco buys into Hong Kong 

Invcsco, the Anglo-American fund management group, announced 
yesterday that it had bought Aetna Investment Management (Hoag 
Kong) from the US insurance company Aetna for SlOm. AIM 
(HKl has Sl.lbn (£640m) in funds under management. 


TOM STEVENSON 

City Editor 

Zeneca took another step to- 
wards its goal of being the 
world’s largest cancer drug 
group yesterday when it re- 
ceived clearance from the 
American Food and Drug Ad- 
ministration to market Arim- 
idex, a new treatment for 
advanced breast cancer in post- 
menopausal women. 

Analysis welcomed the final 
approval, which could lead to 
peak sales of Arimidex in per- 
haps five years of £260m, a size- 
able contribution to the 
company’s pharmaceutical 
sales, just over £2bn last year 
and forecast to reach £3 3bn by 
2000. The shares closed 6p 
higher at l,252p. 

Tom McKiHop, chief execu- 
tive of Zeneca’s pharmaceuti- 
cals arm, said: “Current 
hormonal therapies for ad- 
vanced breast cancer have lim- 
itations, particularly in terms of 
patient acceptability. Arimidex 
represents an effective and 
well-tolerated therapy.” 

He added that Zeneca, head- 
ed by David Barnes, would be 
evaluating the use of the drug 
in the treatment of early breast 
cancer, a much larger market. 
According to the American 
Cancer Society, an estimated 
184300 women will be diag- 
nosed with breast cancer m 
1996. Zeneca believes that, de- 
spite screening campaigns to de- 
tect the disease in rls early 
stages, 18,000 women in the US 
have advanced breast cancer. 

About one woman in eight is 
expected to develop breast can- 
cer at some time in her lifetime. 
The market for hormonal ther- 
apies to treat breast cancer in 



On a high: David Barnes of Zeneca which has had another drug approved in the US 


America was valued at 5300m 
in 1994. Arimidex is effective be- 
cause of the way it counters the 
growth of tumours stimulated by 
the female hormone oestro- 
gen. In post-menopausal 
women, one of the main targets 
for anti-cancer drugs is noo- 
ovarian synthesis of oestrogen, 
a process that Arimidex blocks. 

Zeneca has already submit- 
ted Arimidex for approval in all 
the main drugs make ts around 
the world. The treatment is al- 
ready available in (he UK and 


further approvals are expected 
this year. The company gener- 
ates about a third ot its revenues 
from cancer treatments, which 
include Nolvadex, another 
breast cancer drug, which had 
sales in 1994 of £350m. Ap- 
proval was also received last Oc- 
tober for Cased ex, which 
combats advanced prostate can- 
cer. Ibmudex. the first new 
colorectal cancer treatment for 
35 years, is expected to be 
launched in the UK in the first 
quarter of the year. 


The good news on Arimidex 
comes hot on the heels of 
Zeneca's announcement just 
before Christmas that it 
planned a sharp increase in its 
spending on drugs research 
and development. 

According Fetor Doyle, 
group research and develop- 
ment director, R&D spending 
ofabout £550m a year, will grow 
fester than inflation and the pro- 
portion of group funds spent on 
drugs rather than agrochemicals 
will increase to about two thirds. 


Booker sells bacon firms to Unigate 


DAVID HELUER 

Booker, the food group, yes- 
terday announced the sale of its 
two bacon businesses to Unijpie 
for £20.25m. 

The sale wifi be used to reduce 
Booker’s net debt and will ait the 
group’s year-end borrowing lev- 
els by between 10 and 15 percent 
unless the price is adjusted on 
completion of a thorough, chedt- 
ing of the accounts. 

In the year ended 31 De- 
cember 1994, the turnover of 
the businesses, Stocks Lovell 
Limited andLovefl & Christmas 
(Ulster) Limited, was £83 ,7m 


and pre-tax profits were £2- 4m. 
The businesses are thought io 
have made lower profits and 
may only have broken even in 
1995. 

Charles Bowen, Booker’s 
chief executive, said: “The sale 
marks oar exit from the bacon 
and pork processing businesses 
at a satisfactory price. We be- 
lieve that with our increasing fo- 
cus on food distribution, fish 
processing and agribusiness, it 
is more appropriate that they 
join Unigate, which is already 
a strong force in this industry. 

Mr Bowen added that group 
sales for the year as a whole 


were satisfactory, up 13 per cent 
on the prcvidusycar and 6J per 
cent ahead on a Uke-for-Iikc ba- 
sis. 

. Booker’s shares rose 6p to 
364p after the sale announce- 
ment and the trading up-date. 

Unigate’s finance director, 
John Wqrby, said that the Irish 
business of LOirdI & Christmas 
bad not been doing very well. 
He declined to comment on 
what steps the group. would be 
taking to mitigate the downturn 
but said the intention was to ex- 
pand the group's pig meat busi-. 
ness and. not to contract it. 
“We see some good synergies 


and growth opportunities from 
the deal!” he said. 

Mr Worby added that it was 
“too early” to say whether jobs 
at the Irish or UK plants would 
be affected. 

Thp sale of the bacon busi- 
nesses will leave Booker with 
. just, three small pre-packaged 
food businesses in its portfolio 
- Tinner's pies and sausages. 
Buckingham Foodsand Head- 
land Rxids. Booker’s finance di- 
rector, John Ki tson, said then; 
were no immediate plans to sell 
these businesses: “They are 

trading reasonably well and all 

are profitable” he said. 
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Tipsters and buoyant New York prevent a hangover 
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|t took a strong performance rants deal with Forte must 
in New York, plus the tradi- rule the brewing group out of 
ttonal new year array of share any Ladbroke action and those 
lips, to prevent the stock mar- betting on a bid arc refocusing 
kei limping into 199b nursing on Bass, known to be keen to 
a woeful hangover. increase its hotel spread. 

. At one time the FT-SE 100 Forte jumped 115p to 343p; 
index was down 22.4 points as Granada fell 3p to 642p and 
the market fretted about the Bass held at 71 9p. 
latest tribulations of the Tories AUders, Lhe department 

and the possibility they will be store chain, was another to al- 
forced into calling an early tract takeover talk, up 7p to 
election. 175p. 

Then, despite the continu- P&O was also higher on the 

ing budget deadlock. New back of possible bid action 
York sniffed the possibility of gaining 8p to 4S4p, and Pear- 
lower interest rates and son attracted support, up lip 
romped ahead. at 635p. on the theory that 

It was enough to leave Fool- should Granada fail to capture 
sie at 3,687.9. a 1.4 deficit. Fbrte it could turn its attention 

Takeover speculation was to the banking and media 
surprisingly muted although group. 

Ladbroke, the betting and ho- There was a frisson of cx- 
tel group, was back in the dtement among insurance bro- 
frame, up 9.5p at 156p as the kers as it became known that 
fierce battle for Forte became the Aon insurance giant had 
even more intense. raised $1.2hn through the sale 

Whitbread's proposed bud- of two life Insurance compa- 
get hotels and roadside restau- nies. 
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TAKING STOCK 


□ Brockbank. the Lioyds un- 
derwriter, returned to market 

at 290p, a 40p advance from 
its suspension leveL The 
trading halt was called while 
the AIM-traded company 
merged with one of Bermu- 
da’s largest reinsurers, MW 
Ocean. The Bermudan group, 
which has 51 per cent of the 
new enlarged operation, has 
pumped in £50m to support 
underwriting on syndicates 

■ « _ Yt Alrlmnli 


de iSUraSa were mixed al- wasduU,off 6 pat 361 p.onre- 

*‘S7Cdeod.l Corpora- ports that £• 

tion improved 9p to 424p day season had got off to a stow 

following a new year tip from start. TI *u*w the first 
ABN Amro Hoare GovetL United Utihtte, the M 

Retailers managed a smai- electnaty and water utility. 


Shield Diagnostics, the ^ the 20p-a- 

health care group, feU Up to raprou off ^ from Hambros 
I51p, possibly on disappoint- ^ made after 

LSiSjailedtof^uc of former Cope 

strongly m the ureprad^ Shnan chief Richard Grogan 

who acquired 27.9 per cent 


□ Clarke Nickolls & 

Coombs, the property group 
once a sweet maker, seems set 
for a revamp- Richard Upton 
and Andrew Nedbam have 
paid 9p a share for the 29.97 
per cent held by Channel Ho- 
tels & Properties, run by the 
colourful Jersey investor 
David Kirch. 

Mr Upton is seeking to be- 
come chairman and Mr Ned- 
ham an executive director. 
CNC held at 75p- 
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Turf’s losses leave the field to Lottery 


Greg Wood on 

how the freeze 
has dealt racing 
a losing ticket 

If 1995 was the year when rac- 
ing and bookmakers struggled 
in the face of competition from 
the Lottery, 1 996 has so far been 
the year when the turf offered 
no competition at all. Tracks 
around the country are slowly 
reluming to a raceable condi- 
tion, but while the Lottery pre- 
pares for its Qrsl double rollover 
draw, the only alternative at- 
traction for the punters’ pound 
yesterday was a meeting on 
the sand at Lingficld. 

Little wonder then that the 
British Horseraciag Board yes- 
terday announced cuts in min- 
imum prize-money values, a 
move which was inevitable fol- 
lowing the Levy Board's recent 
decision to reduce its funding 
to racing by more than £3m. The 
minimum values of Flat races 
will be reduced by on average 
of 5.2 per cent, although the 
owners of jumpers will fare 
better, with purses remaining at 
or near their 1995 level. 

A blank period in the racing 
schedule is never welcome, but 
it Ls difficult to imagine any time 
when the recent freeze migh t 
have done more damage. Book- 
makers estimate an industry- 
wide loss of turnover of 
between £90m and £100m, with 
the loss of all 10 meetings on 
Boxing Day. for the first time 
since 1963, a particularly painful 
blow. Inevitably, this shortfall 
will eventually find its way to the 
Levy, too. 

These losses, of course, can- 
not be retrieved. “Come Box- 
ing Day and the few days 
afterwards, people are crying 
nut for something to do.” David 
Hood, of William Hill, said 
yesterday. “With no racing to 
occupy them they'll be straight 
to the sales, and I expect the 

Gale can take 
to the air for 
King George 
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Out of the gloom at Ungfiekf yesterday fn the race won by Charterhouse Xpres (right) but racing’s income has been badly affected by the freeze Photograph: Robert Hallam 


high-street shops will have bad 
a min or boom. 

“Then there’s the Lottery as 
well. We've done as modi as we 
can to highlight the bad value 
of the Lottery and I think, gen- 
erally, punters are aware of 
that, but at the end of the day 
if they haven't got racing to en- 
joy in their leisure time they're 
going to use their money on the 
Lottery instead." 


Camelot’s already vast ad- 
vertising spend will be sup- 
ported by huge free publicity in 
newspapers and on television in 
the nm-up to Saturday’s double 
rollover draw, and Hood is sur- 
prised that racing can offer 
next to nothing in response. “It 
would seem that all-weather rac- 
ing isn’t being used for its orig- 
inal purpose, which is as a 
contingency for periods like 


this. The last two weeks of De- 
cember don't have any all- 
weatherracing. and it would be 
better to bring everything bade 
a fortnight so there’s something 
covering the Christmas period.” 

Racecourses too expect to 
benefit from the “must get 
out" factor at Christmas, and 
many have lost their most valu- 
able fixture of die year. At 
Chepstow, Rodger Earrant, the 


clerk of the course, was forced 
to calf off the Welsh National 
meeting for the second suc- 
cessive season. 

Like most tracks, Chepstow 
was insured against bad weath- 
er, but the cheque win cover 
only tbeir expenses, and not the 
revenue expected from a 
bumper crowd. “It’s a big fi- 
nancial btow to us,” fonant said. 
“We'd have hoped for a crowd 


of up to 12,000 and to take 
about £150,000, p las all the 
bits and pieces like betting and 
catering.. 

The Welsh National meeting 
was, somewhat ironically, 
moved from February to its pre- 
sent Christinas date after it 
was lost three years running in 
the late 1970s. Ruiant is un- 
derstandably keen that history 
should not repeat itself, but he 


win be renewing the insurance 
policy just in case. 

“The premium this year was 
considerably higher than last 
year, and I hesitate to think 
what it might be next time," he 
said, before adding, with opti- 
mism of which any punter 
would be proud: “Of course, I 
don’t believe the gods coukl 
ever be so unkin d to us three 
years in a row.” 


Jim Dreaper believes he can 
solve the transportation prob- 
lems that had threatened the 
participation of Merry Gale in 
Saturday's King George -VI 
Chase by securing a berth on 
one of the regular flights that 
transports breeding stock be- 
tween Ireland and Britain. 

The prospect of another ex- 

Rf CHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Kingdom Of Shades 
(Ungfield 12^0) 

NB: Muntafi 

(Ungfield 230) 

pensive return trip to Britain - 
and no financial assistance from 
the host course - had threat- 
ened to rob the contest of one 
of its main contenders. 

One Man is a possible de- 
fector if the ground is heavy but 
Sandown’s clerk of the course, 
.Andrew Cooper, dismissed such 
aprospeel yesterday. 

■ Today's meeting at Mussel- 
burgh (Edinburgh) has been 
abandoned due to frost. 


RESULTS 


UNGFIELD 

12 a 0 : i_wotta5Hambles iRCochanei 
■11:2. Captain Marmalade 10 1: 3. Red 
Spestade 2-1 9 ran. nfr. iL kkoiLipje 

HMI. E?vrn, Tote; ‘5 -0. £J. 00 , E3.50. 
il..M DF'UjM Oir. £38.36. 7ncas t 
LOl Inc. l 1 ?W 

l-OO: 3. CHARTERHOUSE XPRES IR 
i.oc'inr,;i i l 2 . Jems ll vcrttiorn 20 1 : 3. 
Ci La High 1 I-J. S ran. !f--3 r.» Gai 
5;ni. ■ w. ire. ,!.l McCom-io.. vranupei. 
Tote: WrC': "»j 12 9 0. £ 1.10 OF: 

£&1.CQ CSS: T«o: Llb.OO. NR: Hi 

H:n 

UO: 1. BILLADDtE .) UteMn .1-1; 2. 
FB5CII Gold f- 1: 3. Hotllps HouHhan 9-L 
10 tan. 7 -X ai'Mii i4ir.< W.i 
«. ; . iP TO. Tots: £3 30: 

*11 1C-. £LW. La SO OF L20.90. CSF. 
£ 2 - 38 Ino Ilii? m 

2.00: 3. M1LNGAV1E 1 UUunM 8-1.2. 
Coleridge 4 1 ; 3. hhtiraa 3 L 8 ran. 15- 
8 fov iny* Goto j- .. p iV Jotinsron. 
t.l-acii’n.v-ri Tolo: £1' 30: £?.;o. £1.40. 
£ 1 . 10 . H c . £21.40 CSF. 737.00. Tncast 
tior.sv 

3L30; 1 . CELESTIAL CHOIR RLaapm I 6 
1. 2. Dtgpjat ;i> i 3. Kuflti Hamm U- J 
luv 10 ran. . J J L E-.re. Thir^ki Tote: 
£& 10 . C 2 ijO. £4 30. £1.03. Dr. £44.90. 
CSF: £13157 LVji 72 7fo: 

£32 30. 

3.00; X. LABUDD .D Bfi*:- 14-L 2. Sen- 
dee 9 1. 3. Golden Pound 12 ran. 11 
a Vj'jnnro. I'M |R Irpam, 

FivM.tw Tote: £990: £2.00. £4. JO. 
£1.10. DF rr.- 3 .xo CSF; £122.45 Tno: 
L2C 0.40 1 £488.57 

X30; 3. QUANGO >Mr -V R-tkHj 6 1. 2- 
DonT Drop Bombs IT- 1 . 3. Stalled 7 2 ta». 
13 ran. \ 2 inibilevJvrxL Uoier tnngMni. 
Tote: £7 SO; £3 50. £2.70. £3,00. DF: 
£2-1 90 CSF: £ 72 29. I*wsr £270.35. Tna 
£69.60. MR: JuV-MW-i-Mou 
putapoc £13! P 0 Quadpot £2L90. 
Place fi: £79 91 Ploco 5; £M 72. 
jackpot- Not *n. Puci of £4?. 658 46 ear- 
ned TOKuni To Lr.i^fa 'din 


UNGFIELD 


HYPERION 

1220 NaWa 220 DISTWCTTVE (nap) 

1250 Kingdom Of Shades (nb) 250 Prerogative 
120 Air Shot 320 St Meflton Fairway 

150 Latin Leader 350 Tfckerty’s Gift 


GOING: HuttQer mine - Heavy: Cluse course -- Soft (with heavy patches). 

■ U.-0-hand, stunv undubUng counc. Run-In of 200yds. 

■ Course is SS or (oven on RlttiS. LmgOcM audun (served bp London Victoria) ad)oin 8 
rtmrH: ADMISSION: AD endoMoca £9. CAS PAB& Club S3; remainder free. 


FORM GUIDE 

KINGDOM OF SHADES ran Ml when *Wi behind Robert* Lea on hf» debut « VWOwrty « 
Noember, 1994. and even better after a year's absence when flotg wider ten ttwi a length 
ta Dhd rtwicr ei at Latceater. AnOewIbraTsAmner. beaten ortyhelfatenggi and tte sane 
by the i»eM Mandys Mannro and Buiwcup Joe at Twcester tso«J nvee aieete bach, *oUd 
process futher and ufl take me beabng here. Bon Voyage ms meWng Ms debut when 
third behMIttcoran Bay art Darter on the heavy ouer cone and datance twomeetaaga, 
beaten threa-quaitefs o£ a lengm and e^t Mter a bad Mmler bao out Bamd to bnprme 
and vath Adnan Maguire booked, Ganfie GrifiGetrs nmner rates (he darvpr. Best of the tnh- 
ars could be MyeOc Me. Beaten a length and a quarter by Andartto on his bdreduebon In 
a V 7 -runner Ketnpmn bumper *1 November and fdisth of 18 lo Fiys No Fool n a dmSv 
event at Towcester test month he blundered end lost Ms rider at (he fint flpit agsmst 0 M- 
nH Wood or Mi hunting bow here before Chrstmas. Celacttne- KJNC3XM OF SHADES 


Ncky Hendaron's eKJrt-yoar-old won a novioe event at Here&ttJ last aaaaon and, after nm- 
nt^tftWttDeerDoMliMfKfaorlnNownberonMsreappegranea.lcepconweitDbaatflB- 
peat The Do* ftxr tenths at Towcestar these weeks ago whan 2b wrong in the vmtgnts 
and canymg the sam amount ovmMtShL Hb toots the type to get better and can foam 
143 off 8 61> M 0 W mart! Tewo Wad to mcowr torn ■ bad mtotakB few fcncee oU and 
was putted up beta* ihe Mat m HanwB Utfa race at Emtar on 1 December. He defied 12a 
In a novice bandkap diaae there In the spring and could go dose. Mr Matt a <Mnner hen 
over hutlaB, wen In « FonwaA on Ms ooenktg nn last ttrnL was a shade bacHward when 
fouth of me finsheis to Dertia Dove at Chattanham h November an Ns rdum and hasnt 
been out smoe-Wl^pjiofeDo^bt, successful cpwMmBee at WbidBor and tBnces at Pb*n>- 
am last seoeon. Is 5b lower then when a l&iengOi *bd so Northern Saddler ot Waoestar. 
but ndda need to prop down the handicap ftnher before he returns to the wtrew's enclo- 
sure. SetacOOK TUDOR FABLE 


SIS 


1-20 


■ LEADING TRAINERS WITH RUNNERS: R O’SalUvu - 44 winners from 286 mrmets 
give* a ninea ntlo of 15.-1% and a tom mail lewel stAe ->f £42-71; lord ffBW t iegfaa - 
If- rrinnen, 183 runners, | 8 . r Ab, -iM.ft!: W O'Gorman - 37. winners, 189 nmrar*. I 8 A*. 
-Uti A3; M Johnston - :fcj wirmers. 20:1 runners, I OJWb, -£28.00. 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: L Dettori - It wins. 241 rides, CB.TVh. +£60.14; T Qabm - nO 
wins. 2 St rido. 1 7.7%. -518.81; J Weaver - 48 wtrs. 206 tides. 23.4%. +SJ 6 J 0 ; J Wmtanx 
- 15 wins. :#» ndes. 12.4*. -54i5». 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAYS^forui. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Aal El A*1 ( 1.20), Jeazopta (2.u0) & Choice Bir 
{ 12.501 haw been rat 173 miles by P Hobbs from BUbnuk. Somerset; Saladam 
1I2-2UI, Aktymann (I 2 .SO 1 . Dom Samoan) (14»). VaDuit TosU It AO), Teno 
1 220) & Prerogative (2.60) jll aent IfiB mDca by M Pipe from NlcholaJiaync. Devon. 


SEVENQAKS NOVICE CHASE (CLASS E) £4500 added 2m 
Penalty Vabie £3291 

1 14-2601 fEMURO {USA) { 21 ) (Turf Qfy Raong) 0 Ebwonh 8 11 10. PHotry 

2 41&S22 NDPNNNOaiM09(n»Mn4uftrra^JfiMbrtf8112D PMde 

3 454U2-2 AAL B. AAL {23) (S» rtwaftwrart PHofSs 9 113 

4 2422DU AJR SHOT [42] CMre Pete Praetrg D MchoiOT 6 11 3 

5 32-0102 HmBUMNSAM(U)9»MtKFki»eaATisnaieU3- 

6 12UQ-3 HAMASIE (SSKWii GaAancrt) R Hoad 8 11 3 

7 31D4-4F RBSHU)QI(«DMsMRTNMATimI7U3 

8 363ff34 HD TRUSW (388)8*5 Jchi G«5 DQoao 7 113 

9 flinOI HVBi IOS 8 E(E 88 ) (Ore Dashed CEgHlon 7 113 

10 130642 DOM SAIMIIMI { 6 ^ IB A npandl) M Rpe 5 11 0- 

-101 


2JS0 


SOUTHERN COUNTIES HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS D) 
£4£00 added 2m 110yds Penalty Value £2,915 


-APMcCay 
-A I 
— LI 


_ASSnM 


513646 P8Bt08HnE(24ma)AJobnn4MRptfilll2. 

U44-S) !»Rm{mn(lteOKOwEgMFW»Nl|)l6Hmi)od51111 MPtme 

0134? JBOSOPII(19)lSnw5aT»a)PHDbbi5113 * 1 *8 * 1 

123352 HLAZhNOFUaWPO) W (D*«i FWfccri TINrawonJonw 7 110 fl7mray(3) 

35000 3P0WS YB» (27)CT(BR UTWemer) RrtJd0»7 1013 A P McCoy 

11655-0 SMIWMSAUCMttCMsSBminmMPHed^rgiDU 
14P14U 8«SVQt{U5A){29»{DHPAKete«ylPtWWBy6107 


213423 »»Hra»BlHt(72)CBn8tefiH«4ae0mown)RftiwB8102„, 
S3TO3P SCBtrOFBAITlE(98)(D) (WGCapend M H9F»s8 10 1 
-Sdedvad- 



r, 1521 


12^0 


HORLEY MAIDEN HURDLE (CLASS E) (DiV 0 £3200 added 
2m 110yds Penalty Value £2,750 

000 COtiflRY BOY B7) ITanagn (bmeffl J Bodgr 5 11 7 LI 

3XP OANO (81) Uorm Catanoml R Hoad 8 11 7 . 


P &£J*X)£ (48) 0> C 8 MachenneJ A Tiratel 5 11 7_ 


003 M0raSS0HAM(28)tGAHuUiainG)tA)taRl6117. 
U5- RBIIH (439) ri H Oottctl NGnriam5 U 7 . 


-Jtssona 

„SMcN« 

JlWeffl 


SHADBMWIlCheBaQ) RAkeftrafrU. 7 APItcCoy 

O0PO SBWUOfT FlY® da iTwrr Wales) J Long 9 11 7 Lamaloog 

5 ASWYHU.(37)(MBMerelMr«(rerlRlkMB5U2. 

ZOOF NAWA(32] (BT) OheSaeScO **st JDnfeOU 2 

0 BAU£SWWOBl(41)<&nHenaenoniBSfnanA109. 

22 DAHER(13){ADSpe*<ceiRAieius4109 

0 FUW BACK (33) ID LectI G 4 10 9 


-SCarrm (3) 


JR 


_SRyan(7) 


400 GENURCt»l»qHiRapiaWMqurtPUiniiv4109 
PO RUSSIAN RWER (27) IMRRMIfadeartl Dvfiv 4109... 
6 SOUm»IUH(fia*AFararOMBi»4109.. 


BEDTiQ: 5-2 Air Shot, 3-1 No Pata No Gata, 7-2 Ncnmo, 9-2 Dom Smaurai, 7-1 lArar Lamia, 9- 
1 RaesMock, 11-2 AN H Ari, 12-1 Hrwatan Sara, 14-1 othMB 

FORM ffty re 

The winner of a hanoeap hurdle under 12a In tha HwMrgdon mud h March. 0Wng 2 h to 
the runner-up, NO PAW NO GAM was brougm down at the ftsi on his fencing bow in tai)£ 
Acton'* race at Uttoaeter m November, josh Qftord's dtarge. we* dear only to faO at the 
12th fence at Famwel nan time, was ouetfv lemoumed m be be^en Rde more than a 
terigm by CMKJte Mr®. He made amends when /uv*ig on stmn&y m Justify hMMjam a 
Fotestone and, whh batter eta to come, cw> ou&m Mb Mne rtvab here. Perhaps the pick 
of them w$ be Neawo, who defeated the stron&y fancied Trytag Again 8va lengths at Ban- 
gv three weeks *gp on Ms flnt attempt ner the agger obstactaa and 3 another seems 
certain 10 pm0W9s funner. Air Shot a tudfes winner on heavy eamd ham last season, 
was In tMnl place whan he Mundered and unseated fbtr out on Ma fencing bow «i Seek The 
Faith's race at Chepstow. Namasta, Aal B Aal and Kvar Losste are al Interesdng ehas. 
ing reendts. Namaste won fk* hutDe faces and ran wel on Ms rahm when thlid m Orow- 
ing at Fomwei. Aal Q Aal landed a bumper and four Msdle races, and wfl be straignrer tor 
Ms second pSofvab In a o e l c brtt y Rat moe at Newton Abbot, wMa ftrerlosale was use- 
ful with three wetones n 1993-94 but has a long absence to overcome. 

" - “ : NO PAIN NO GAIN 


SEOTffc 7-3 r mwgN N a. 44 AtonhdL 92 SaaNtor, Sports Mm) 7-1 Mcb 
O fTtaR 104 JwKKpb, li Srtile, 2M Scoot Of Rrt 8 e 

FORM oube 

MUNTAH, trained by Qy Hanwod. who has done we* with Ne few hunfcrs over the yearn, 
went m at Newbuy ml Ksydock last season, botfi on twny Hound. Ha mb toted oft be- 
hind Oooutng at F onlwel l In Nowmber on Ms opening oudng hut ran an enoouaglng race 
afthougi unptaced aganst OeBrnte on a reaim to H*ydeck 18 days aff> and effl be spot an 
for thh. Sports view has had feUe kick m Ms lest two races, both el Taunton, haring a raoa 
semt up when ha unaeatad at tha M B£« In Norenter and being Inched out by The 
caumue tour vmete e&. Me vdf hove the aastetance of Tory McCoy, wfnaa strength in a 
finish stote the Taunton race. Mams MBtar. who scored on ihe heavy at Rumpton last 
term, has made Ihe frame m her three starts this season, most recently when an el 0 tt- 
langth thkd beMnfl Don tt fresatonfeinw at Fbltestone. She flTO23>> from Muntafi ana can 
hare a say in the flntah. T s irt i w coMd poa e a threat on Ms Windsor win m November but 
ha could manap only fourth to Most Equl when msriet leader « Lalcaster neattma, hang- 
ing batfly rtgftt aporaaetteg the frrwl Ih^nand on the rutvin whia he mseeted at me lirffl 
at HirtheJon tost time. SctocOore MUNTAR 


O on HAXIED NOVICE CHASE (CLASS p) £5)500 added 3m Panaf- 
tv Value £4220 


4 THEQUADS(U)l)DiXkkUFIadt-HMs4 109 . 
P 5HAHUKE (53) (p Honflj Mrs L ftdraKb 4 10 4.. 

-17 1 


(5) 


BETTING: 7-4 SoMlisa. 3-1 ShwirwM, 7-2 Nrtfa, 7-10arfer. 12-1 Itada Sofcam, 14-1 Aetty HB, 
16-1 Ptett. The Quads, 20-1 (bar Bade, 25-1 others 

1995c no cnrcwxSrj mtrtmg 

FORM GUOE 

Reg Atehuret Helds Darter with the stable's 7tb-ctevnef Shane Ryan In the saddle and jump- 
»>g debutant SHADKWAN. the mount of Tory McCoy. Dorter, a marden on the level when 
in Luca Conan's stable, has shown useful Form in ferertng second m both Ms oubn© over 
umber, owrg dorm sb lengths behrid ABume Ooncer at Sandown and three pons of a Kn®h 
1 0 Mcoran Bay on heavy gang here two weeks ago. However, Shadrwan looks abetrerpropo- 
smon. Successful on the Flat at Tralee (yiefcang far John OoFs yard m 1994. ihe son of 
1988 Dotby weror Kahyasr was a Ifwsk snarer last season but Ms best dfcjsay was m de- 
feac when a three Jengfh tmutn in the 27 -nmner Ascot Stakes at Royel Asa* last June. He 
will Krwv his new job and couM do weB atthe gime. NaMa. winner (X the Champion NH 
Rat Race at Amtree in 1994. finished unplaced against Hawaiian Sam when tavounte on 
her jumorE debut at Wtadsw in November 04 she was cmse-<4> « fourth and traveBmg wefl 
emit to roopfe over four ft{ji& out behind Potentate at Chepstow. Monks Soriano shaped 
with promise when a good thnd or a UgBold to lgg)na et HunOnedon four weeks ago - Ms 
Fret appearance since the spnog of 1994. Setecttor t . SHAD1RWAN 


1-50 
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GODSTQNE SELLING HURDLE (CLASS G) £2250 added 2m 
1 UOyds Penalty Value £2206 

430P-16 ntYAZ(3Q(TonyOit1MBLRcfsds6126 Scftei MttM (S) 

425-1F3 PRESTON 9UBO « W (The Cock CUJ) S Eade 8 11 13 Cl 


P63F36 


{22} p M Mooned R Htn> 5 11 6 


P JUSrASMUP«(RagBrJ3p«CMjntdvHNes&116_, 
02 tAJWlEACBI PS OBRaa^auu C^rtanB 118 
VP ISB3S (19) C Fagsrasanl J Bate 5 11 6 

63 VAUANTTOSMOTO (Sr Jdn Sassnafl M PlpeS 116, 

0036 BAA* «a«M (29| flan MlfcaefoUJMMreSni 
PP-P N0INBMMP9IB J Lear) PBuear 6111 _— 

60 S00OKinApi}ll*sjWaana)CAton4106 
0 RAtneDnmCES(U)rCjPbnwfeGLMoore4103 
-11 



08121-1 CTKuoNINRHm 03) TOO) (SMehanEstotoriDMchotosi7U.il. 

35 AtLOAPHAM>SP9}<aacliaiiBiCka)NBrita»8114 

0SQD6-P CAPWt MLHWD t23) {R E BertwrM DBsnflOlfaBlld 

ffXB CMNum p/>98) ft aneOrerOJ Boday tf 114. 


005 DUEKTKNBiP4)(DrBHq»Brea}MreHI*fpt71l4, 

5 MGMANDl*CR|BO}(|ftiKJ(B)benri ATunel6114 

0510 NUPDOPM BOY 0B) 9M Mbsecter) N Orea 7 114 

54 TEUMDBIM0Sed)llHLnm&lD114 


IFBBqr 


JB 


9-lNsyaz,lA- 


rjo-Eft) HORLEY MADEN HURDLE (CLASS 9 (DIV 0) £3200 added 
L±”ryi 2m 110yds Penalty Value £2,739 


BEITIWb 64 VAM ferid, 74 lafei Lnritr, 7-1 Piretoe SMd, 8-1 Gama I 
1 Darert Piaddeetioi bOmr 

FORM GUIDE 

LATW LEADER, a wfoner or the level for Lynda Ramsden's yard in 1992. took a Leicester 
seder si Au 0 jsi and «ms having only Ms second run over hurt9e6vmen a sto4en0h aeoond 
to Ho- Joe at Herefta at the end at Nowmber. Criaifie E&fton*s criarsa can go one better 
today - possfoty at the rretn e^en se of Martin Pipe’s VaBant Todd, who won a Bri 0 *On 
refer hi JiJy and has also had a couple of runs overjumps, the latest when thsd betwid 
Kaopy Hosta^ at r -oftastone last month. SaJ a ct to c IATW LEADEN 


463Cff> TW WESTS ASUSP 031 CtoftrJ fenced JUBh+byw 11 11 4 

~9(t^in)d v 

BEnvree 1-3 St HeMoc Fsinrey, 8-1 Nredown Boy. 94. Captato DoNoni. 10-1 Up tewd fork. 12- 
1 Orefor Borer, IB-1 AB Ctop Heeds, 201 7* Tkwhr, 254. ofhws 
FORM CUBE 

ST MElJJOHRABtWAY races as one of the top staying nwrce cha n ere seen out so farthis 
season after damming Betty’s Boy. tha fwourtte, nine tonphs on Iwayffound ouer cause 
and dtatance tom weeks agi. A useful tong-tfstonce Medterwrien with Jbn OW last season 
- he two wine inducted the Perelan War Prerrter Novice Hunfc at Chepstow - he Is now In 
Dawd Mcbotson’s stabto and need orgy put in a dear round for a totow-up. Chasfr* debu- 
tant Noptown Boy, Mfto landed a g amble - 10-1 to 4-1 - tn a novice hunfia atTowceeter 
in November and was sbortdertng a Mg vretfK when unplaced at Uttmerer 18 dare ago. 
may take second. rslscdnn- ST MELDON FAIRWAY 


aso 


AKNMWt (USA| poq ID A JontBOM M Pec 6 11 7 
BEAtMONT 1410) [PCunwigami j 9anfo 6 U 7 .. 


-J 


5-23 NNCDOM OF SHADES (USA) [2t^ iftabat Ortai) ATwnel 6 117 

P.0P042 WMGB 60U> 04) iG C RfSyi Mre L RWhks 6 U. 7 Ml 

F O M)PtKW»afUSA)(3731 1 ^Af**^’!R«awsr6U7 SRywi(7) 


2-20 


msilC COURT icon: Jester Partnered 3i A Tunes 5 11 7., 

201 WSIK HE U3) (BYT iMrePFureej NGa&eeull 7 

*00 PBWH0bE{29I,WPSj*rjRB»»ru 7 

0 SWNEHOSBOESP9)IKH^oniGLMo(re5U7 


SMcfM 

-CUlrt ) ii 


Ui OCnlV-U AWB REQUEST (20) Ann Mati) J lag 7U2. „ 


55 CHOKX BAR 114! iVr, A Ftankj P Hctts 6 11 2. 

54 i NORMAN'S OQEHT ( 88 ) tGraKin Brawl) SEafe 5 112 

0 msa«rS IASS (13) ilAmmmbe Mara Raar*) R lTSi*van 6 11 2 
ROMAN COUMST iRctad Demi R Dom 8 11 2 
3 BON VOYABE(USfo (13) flbe Hailte CVmami DQnssef 4 109 


05 LE SOROER (5Q (The W«h fccrgCijoi C&w^J 4 109 .. 
R> mmpomt ail tissue Stan jBBOffriio r? 

BETrmfi: 94 Ktogdsn Of Staler. 5-1 Mh(K SWtoi, 6-1 AMy 



ROCK SAVH CHALLENGE TROPHY (HANDICAP CHASE) 
(CLASS D) £7500 added 2m 4fllDyds Penalty Vatae£S452 

2U6PF5 HAS Time <33 (RJJbM NGaseiee911 11 A7My 

2U1D4-4 MR MAH (43) (Mrs Enc Bouhw) D ten! 8 11 8 
PF213-P TSAO (33) ft A rapeDCW M Rpe 10 11 6 
243-222 CHANCE DC ACT 01) (CTOfOitaopnwFolsy) MfoV 
LOIS’*- SOOC£<333)<P{AiAfti)tad)GHuBfrWdllll6 


F33231 TU)ORfWui(2qDEHCbim)NHenaeeon8 10 12 



HBLB CROWHURST COfBXTtONALS NOVICE HANDICAP 
HURDLE (CLASS F) £2350 2m 3f 110yds Penalty £2265 

406 WRSrenS COURT (70| ftout JESMFtotrwrtlp 2 A 1Unf 61110 BCmesp) 

QB>-12 BWCPAMEADA 02) (Farfi Arttn) D Qlbsal 6 11 10 States 

0-12104 SABMHAGRftQ MBs JCBrittael) J6meaSU7 
323G TDUia 7ES8 (S3) (Geo Tq*s) M Bsbbaft 6 11 7 . 


U02PF TW BSOU8H07) (Ihe Leris FtoTneri*p)CBw*s7tt6 . 

U00603 TKXBarSGrr039ftf)(KMftm)6LI*»e6113 — 

P-R004F HMBV HAIL (30) (Mn Mens) M Rebate 9 ID 8 

OFF 00-2 aRAMWCNNQftKAinetntfRjtUesSlOS 

-a« 


m 


-TiBtarpkyft) 


— WMtfWsod 


3-2 MnewaM, 8-1 BH 
Voyage. 10-1 Ktogs Bald. 11 Mystic Cawt 12 P s wan s eL Mpdc Me. H Cridoa Bar. 20 otters 


13U2-63 WWTOTSDBJGHT (37) CSPFrdaCI GChartK-JanesS 108 
9315-1 nsreciWE0Dintlaemyl«noaduMVi0aean7102 
020P-36 IKIHR(USA)09)(MaJanaC(teTwNPBteBlOlOO 
_0 — 

ASnfsun 10a Toe Aarafcap netfc AtotfOr 9a 9b. 

BHHNE »41bdor RMe, U-4Teno, 6-1 Ustfocdre, 6-1 Hr Matt 1M Cfeeaga Tba Act, 8-1 Ifod 

Threw. W-l *rite, WktppM MgbL 

nmsuDE 

DMteOfva maaered raang* tbe Act by tat a length at Bangor three weeks 391 ratyfog 
&nK*f after stunttng at the tost. However. Change The Act, wttti Adrien Maguire aboard 
plus e 2b puft. can reverse the form. aRhoufti TUDOR FABLE Is taken to beat them boBi 


BETTfffi 62 TUait^a 6M. 164 D wepaM eade . 4-1 Ntoapartre Cbart, S-ltbaeBaregv B-1S«- 
en Hkftc, 10-1 Yoaag lose, 12-1 Magrearedi 14-1 taaas HMI 
FORM CUBE 

BNVORAIOEADA, beaten a tengtfi and tMa»quwtere by Heen*a Orfat Fotoesaone (good) 
alter scoring them on gxx) to firm ri Nov e mb e r on Ms Ora appearance since Aprs, ewi re- 
hnt W wiMWgfoiTn In Ws weak Itaale, afthou^i he has pt to ptwa he can hands heavy 
ftourd. Tkfcttrt/a Oft, third ffl Nordansk In the mud here jua before ChitSmas, reRm- 
tng after le e rtng from the fotrti ftgn unM two out, looks the danjmr. Saxon M a ge wen 
ntee early tn the season, at Hereford tftrm) and NeMon Attw (gto d to soft) but. hasnt 
i«»d once coming to a rancKfi last of four Ilntohars to M» O’ The Ra^ at TwoeatBr n No- 
vernbar and has never raced on going aa (eating as this. selection: ENWRAKLEAM 


. V 




WOLVERHAMPTON 

HYPERION 

U05 Lodion L35 Scorn 2j05 AhmMaram225 
Noyan 325 Rw Of Spades 325 Marino Street 
4-05 Cheeky Chappy 


9 QQ0CG5- OBS8ITOR0ftJQover48 7. 

10 -TO33J tCHWadNBUR8B8)KMUU*686 SI 

-UMbM- 

BEnrne: B4 Steer Itodv. Ml Ledm, 5-1 Marti Btew, 7-1 
8-1 n ssan t a r, 10-1 oDzn 


n 50000- AVSflEFOCH05) fUu^ry 787_ 

BET7m 92 Itepto Bay, 51 testate lad, 6-1 Mwbtmm, 

l) i i w , 7-1 Mmmrtre, 8-1 ntoats 


1-35 


GOING: SuivlanL NTAU& 71 4. imW - uuL-4dr. ire - IrcJile. 
DB.4RT ADVANTAGE: High torn Utln Ira 41. 

■ Kilm-MUxL k-U hand. uial r.nirw 

■ 1 nun- 1 - N i.l* mw mi A4 tu ADMISSION: Enmuv.-e 10, ml- 
tip jo ml 5 III for .iitnuuv (ji Viewing EivJiairarL wfcfluuial 5 IfijRi 
fm- imiL CAR PARK: (m- 


SIS 


ROWAN MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) 
£5,450 added 3Y0 lm 100yds 

5- CADdftS CHOKE f32) J BetftA 9 0 T 

o- t»rsnLFwr(6a)PKrt6«y90___^ ji 

63- DOCTOR BMMDQS (64) M8M 90. 

0 - DtPM OFMTlgE 08) F l*jpl»90 

0600 - IETBIASPGCmi94)Mtofnrt]n90. 

45- STWTOHTTHPMNQ 06) PCrie 90 . 

000206- DEWID{8DDNchsas90. 


.Ml rarcs 

BUNKKBED FIRST TIME: Green's Bid frond. I .nr,). Doctor 
Rnvfaw (vmpl. {.'fit. 

WINNERS IN THR LAST SEVEN DATS: Now. 
LONG-DISTANCE RlfNNEBS: Abnahunm I U.(Ki 1 wml I.VluniQ 
I? M»i ; hi-fcwjj frrm Wlttnaiih*. DooO. Cohmrful Azabbteo 17105 1 
Mmt Ifiit nuk-t Iw Mrs A SsuibenL Irani Melsnnbv. N Torirohlm- 


8 4Q3- COffiJOBTWADE 05) S WoMi 3 9 . 

9 46- IBim<GBladHisrt«lana9. 

10 533230- SCEMCRS069RiMmsiut86. 
-Ur 


Jo Od BEECH HANDICAP (CLASS D) £5,450 
l=±rJ added lm Of 160yds 

043331- HGHKDBARCHrR)NW0v49l0 ) Stock (3) 3 

0U80S- J0WSACT(NmDK*»iJnr«697 Atocteg 

241216 HmW(2M)jBanks89fi Cte^e(S7 

240000- SUSW(B13(C)Df«rofc5 94 j 4br(toMMs5 

200002 - SHMBm(2ftnRHoBHtMd691 RGodhraanS 

516000- HONEY MOtBR 000) N Water 5 S 13 CMBU 

616034- IEUQMCB0S)PlteM5813 ACtekB 

301016 BMl»MC6n.0M(C^JMBrsfey8812J.aemort(4 

' lus5 


2.05 


1.05 


52m> 

UflOSl 

0CD569- 

00500 

500603- 

006506- 

owoo- 


LADBROKE SEMES HANDICAP (QUALIFI- 
ER) (CLASS F) (DIV I) £3500 added Sf 

emoREU wu. pm (coi s saemg 5 mo _e tagw ® a 
SUPBt ROOQf 09 ft) R Barren 7 9 13 JI Extern ft) 10 
renWRSRWE ME 05) ft) ata L 59 10 J Mtarer 7 

SONAnJ8M.02tyEARon4 99 Cittern* (7) 3 

PBMJU BABM 0H) (CD) D NW«ft 6 9 7 . JUre tanea S 

IOW0N 0B) p) J L Eyre 5 9 1 J! Lap«ri9 

DAAM 8 IA (IS) ft) P Hwang 6 88 — .DaUteB||p(7)4 
CRTOTS HD 0 Z) D O^xrji b 9 8 __ ACEtane 8 


RCadiitea 


BETTOM: 74 Ooctar Bnrten, 61 ConqabtNade. SbatK D«*» « 
MU 0 Areectn. 61 Repfov. U-l Dm Wed, Sceatato, 161 often 

ASH HANDICAP (CLASS D) £5^450 added 
am If 79yds 

1 112260 - COmHJLAUnXM(UQ(D| MsASnaenrtiB 100 

IHteaf 

002512- PCC HKE LAD (2Sj J L Ewe 6 9 13 RUnteB 

I&SOOO- HUONU (lift (OREAiOT 79a 

01UQ1- AtMLWA R Ma 09| (0 ft) MssGtaWBr 496-S Sntes 30 

510000 BWP3)Mft«SaseS95 JHdatOMil 

CS60Q2 BENMAN (5S) P ErO£ 6 9 1 .Aewreti ftefrat 9 

401321 BSUMRNS LAW 0S) (CD) J POteng 5 9 1 )Q(*w3 

233042- MAPIE BAY 02) (TO A Baley 7 9 1 P Robartl (7) 11 

050345 AWMUR»CTCJames4812 AMc8me5 


ADORN SELLING STAKES (CLASS E) 

£4^00 added 3YD Sf 

511060- B0mr(R}fti8tatfi94 ; toa Wands (7)4 

010056- HOOOre FANtY02)(D)ABrteyai3 PRobert»(7)5 

35631- NKnanOEI0RPIUsterei3 MWVhiB 

213060- MYSTIC Tam (62)0)1 Dr J Senate 13. RCotfnoel 

022280- BB)ACUSlE0Q)JBaiy8l2 PFereey(5]6 

0 - SHOOT THE MSTO& 05} JPtltetag &12 ~JICaMe7 

0 - DHEWWRH*dw087^_ FlyedipJ 2 

5SS25- MWMOSDE709PE»b 87 BBtedMU 

40509- msec POUT 007) 8 7 BlapptoB 

0020 - qiMiiBneaspitewaT savflknS 


IH0500- A8S0URBY FATRE 09) R MetUS 
10 4001114- NOON023)DNkhOfe6713. 

-lDdartared- 
BEnmfo 4-1 RVr Pietertk, »a Neyn, M 
Act, 7-4 Btejieee Bbi, Lear Itoaear, 12-1 te* 


1811. 


I Wearer 1 
_IQrtm2 


9a*d)r.U>Mte 


4o05 


3j05 


10 OOffiOO UK6meCAUS(61}RitteabBad48u_MW<0teDa 


OAK HANDICAP (CLASS O £S^00 added 

Tf 

1 U0215- EV£J!SET08)CTA9a4ey81OO PRnf«rt»(7)3 

2 120042- SUa»WE{48)(CmS&Mtg5913 JDWtaosB 

3 010301- umEBf«Sg(0))PBare599Jto tei te !ta d — aa 

4 301000- ASH90RE (S3) (C0( U Wristcn S 9 6 

5 253312- NEWBr3flfftt&teJ9-t 

6 04004O r P MAMON OSH MngtfrA 91. 

7 115002- CKBWflR03|(e}NliBinodn&Bl-.TEIUawgA)2 

8 000231- RRJROF9MES0IMCO)Ptee561O— dSaariareS 

9 /31S43- »BGHKaMM(76)(D)RMiey8B8 ACtewwB 

BETnHfc 9-2 Fear Of apteae, B-l CretoP BNi, UBIa tore, Naawart, B-l 
Hga Pwmftflp. 7-1 Emeet, Otfuua e ke , 8-1 others 



i LADBROKE SERES HANDICAP (QUAUFI' 
I SO (CLASS f) (DIV B) £3,500 5f 

1 001300- KKSOMCE (75 (CO) J BS(kg4 9 12 lEtemteCnB 

2 444 Q 00 - STOMA 065} (CO) DNdds 10 9 11 MrefoBHHl 

3 3684E IMBBAItSR0SEAffM(9Z)Efoam4 99_SDWterere6 

4 006040- WWinUEB0r(U«nMtoJQ»6Bll 

— NKteMr* 

6 71B113- a«MaWTT019nDQspTsn581OJ , ftaBBya3 

6 (63000- DCREALMHS2BANB(32)(C0)PFSftto587 

7 620600- TO«GinBKST(34)(CD)Rtaeacfc786 __JQrire6 

8 OOQf MAN 0FMtf(434) NUtnRjen4 7 12 AMretey? 

9 000036- RBMfTHOLME08)jHstenon57 lO—^^JI Ateaw2 

-94 


AOrintm rreffre 7K10H. Tna fBnrtcapw^tJtoiiLftsAie Of Ob. . 
Bgmfft 7-4 Cheeky 9-3 sipree, M Piea — e a. 74 Mregrere- 

rase tare Ita taUto Boy, lO-lTorWytateeri, 12-1 etan 


Bjorkman 
upset by 
talent 
of Kiefer 


Tennis 


The German teenager Nicolas 
Kiefer caused a major upset in 
the first round of the Aus- 
tralian men’s hard court cham- 
pionship in Adelaide yesterday 
when he beat the Swedish 
fourth seed Jonas BjorJonan 
6-2, 6-1. The 18-year-old 
Kiefer, who won the junior ti- 
tles last year at both the Aus- 
tralian and US Opens, is ranked 
No 206 inthe world. 

Kiefer’s compatriot and fel- 
low qualifier Joern Renzen- 
brink, ranked 168, also went 
through when the Slovak, Jan 
Kro&lak, retired with a sprained 

ankte during the second xl with 

Ren ze nb rin k leading 7-5, 3-1. 

Another shock saw Javier 
Pr ana, of Argentina, dispose of 
the Australian fifth seed Todd 
Woodbridge 7-6, 6-7, 6-3, but 
the eig hth-seeded Byron Black, 


ly, 6-1 7-5 against another Ar- 
gentinian, Herman Gumy. 

"Ibe experienced German left- 
hander Cari-Uwe Steeb went 
through aftor saving three match 
points agains t the Australian 
wild card Richard Fromberg, 
who underwent a shoulder op- 
oatiootwowedks ago. Steeb won 

3- 6, 6-1, 7-6 after being down 

4- 5, 0-40 in the third set 

In the Hopman Cup mixed 
tpam tournament, which like the 
Australian men’s hardcourt 
event serves primarily as a 
warm-up for the Australian 
Open, Arnaud Boetsch was the 
hero for his country as he 
steered the eighth-seeded 
French to a 2-1 victory over the 
fourth seeds. South Africa. 

Boetsch won his singles with 
Wayne Ferreira 7-6, 7-6 and 
then partnered Catherine Tan- 
vier to a win in the doubles 

6- 2, 7-6. 

The French victory in Group 
A of the round robin tourna- 
ment virtually pot paid to South 
Africa’s chances. On Monday 
they lost to the United States, 
the fifth seeds, while France 
were beaten by top-seeded 
Croatia. 

In a seven-hour morning ses- 
sion, the defending champions 
Germany won a hard-fought 
2-1 victory, over second-seeded 
Netherlands in a Group B match. 
Anke Huber won her finely 
matched singles against Bren- 
da Schidtz- McCarthy 3-6, 6-4, 

7- 6 and then partnered Martin 
Sinner to win the derisive dou- 
bles 2-6, 6-1, 6-2. 

Sinner was called up to re- 
place Boris Becker, who de- 
cided not to enter this year after 
partnering Huber to victory in 
1994. Sinner lost his singles 
match to Richard Krajicek 7-5, 

5- 7, 7-6. 

Results, Sporting Digest, 
page 21 


FIXTURES 


Football 

7J3Q unfac stttW 
BELL'S SCOTTISH LEAGUE 
DIVISION 

PUJ). 


lets LEAGUE Praretor DMakn: Aylesbury v 
BShOtfs StorttonJ (7.45). Ffcet Dtrtaion: Ox- 
ton) CHy v Bagrat- Regs. 

BEAZR HOMES LEAGUE Southern DMrtrec 
WbneyvFteet. 

NORTHERN COUNTIES EAST LEAGUE CUP 
TMrd mm replay: Banamsti Victoria v Ash- 
fieW. 

NORTH WEST COUHTTOS LEAGUE Urtt Dl 
DtoloKPrereatvRDtewidate. 

UNUEI SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE FM «- 
vtsiovr. Hallsham v Peacehaven and 
Tetooombe; Strenco v Ctotexnou^i. 

FA CARLSaam VASE TbM round seesnd 
nvtay. Furness v Rounds. 

FA YOUTH CUP THH round: BoMmert; St 
Michaels v Manchester (Sty: Ctystal Palace v 
Bristol City. 

PONT 1 NS LEAGUE FM DtolskMc NfwCSS- 

Ue V Manchester Utd (TO) (at Gateshead FQ: 

Tran mere v Btacttjum (7.0); west Bromtetfi 

v Bmton (7-0); Wohemanfoton v Sate (at 

TettOri FCj. Socond Dkitokm: BraCBbrd v 

Barnsley (7J)l; Burriey v Rothemam (7.15); 

Pttt Vrte v Sunderiand (7.01; York v Mld- 

.dtoatsou0i (7.0). TMrd DMrtore Carts*} v 

Stockport (7.0); OMStervAxhOBto f7J)r. Don- 

castor v ChastreflaU (7.01; Wrraftam v Lin- 

coin (7.0). Postponed: Walsalv Shrewsbury. 

AVON INSURANCE COMMADON Ftrte 

DtofetaK Bnftaon V Crystal Palace (2.0); Ote- 

loiCtoy v West Ham; bemcn » Queen's Part 

Rangera for Bury st Btmvnb FO; Luton v 
Rxtsmouth; Norwich tfTaoenhain; Osfwd utd 
vSwandon; Souhampton v MUmM for Msreh- 
Mwd FO; Wbifoiedon v Bristol Rbwrs 12.0). 

Otarten v VUWorL Ureftre Cup: 

: V Swansea (7.0). 

Rugby Leagoe 

STOfES CENTENARY fTRSTDIVISKM; Bat- 

S vDeMfaurypmSecoririDMrtiMHfti- 
: v Charts? (7 JOf; Carts* v Doncaster 
(730) for CsrtUe RFW3: Swtnun * Lrefti 
(7-30). 

BaskotbaB 

BUCMfESBT LEAGUE Chester v Doncaetes 

(aoj. 

ice hockey 

B/BItSH LEAGUE Premier OMststc Nsw- 
cssde wamors v Durham Wasps ( 8 . 0 ). 

Other sports 

DARTS: Embassy WMd ChamptoftshiotLate- 
sUe Caunby Ckfo. Frimley ereari). 
SNOOKBb LMrpta Vldem Charity CheteTA 
(W a fi a ilotaOof«MBni»OMiia 


TODAY’S 
. NUMBER 

16 

Tbe vnriffib thatfefl on the ft 

■day of a threeKlay match b 

tween Zimbabwe and a Nt 

Zealand President's XI at Vfe 
ffnuryestefday Hawing bow* 
the New Zealanders out i 


at 91 for 6 at the riosa 


*T. 

i 
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DTOEPENPENT .WEDNffinHSJANUm^ 


sport 


FA CUP COUNTDOWN: Spurs’ visit to Edgar Street on Saturday will severely test the ambitions of their manager, Phil Shaw reports 

Turner's prize Bulls go in search of credibility 



The cattle market next 
to the football ground 
was in hill swing the day 
the new manager ar- 
rived at Hereford Unit- 
ed last summer. Graham Turner 
jokes that he thought the 
crowds were there to welcome 
him, but the Bulls, rather than 
the bulls, will indeed be the 
pause of a clamour on Saturday. 

Hereford, I5th in the Third 
Division, tackle Tottenham 
Hotspur, SO places above them 
ai fourth in the Premiership, in 
a classic third-round FA Cup en- 
counter at Edgar Street. For 
Turner, whose last run in the 
competition ended when his 
Wolves team lost at Chelsea in 
a quarter-final, it is the kind of 
occasion he craved during 16 
months spent seeking suitable 
employment in the aftermath of 
that exit. 

So much has happened at 
Wolves since then - Graham 
Taylor came and went, while 
Mark McGhee has come and is 
still there at the time of writing 
- it seems incredible that Turn- 
er’s tenure did not end until two 
years ago in March. He appears 
destined to be cast as a failure, 
a version he disputes firmly but 
without bitterness. 

Wolves had suffered three 
successive relegations when he 
took over and were lower in the 
former Fourth Division than 
Hereford arc now. They had 
also endured two receiverships, 
making Turner’s £60.000 outlay 
on a raw reserve from West 
Bromwich a major gamble. 

Steve Bull went on to play for 
England. Turner, meanwhile, 
led Waives to the upper First via 
Wembley. Crowds rose from 
3.000 lo’23.000 and there was 
almost £lm in the bank. All that, 
he adds pointedly, was before 
the Hayward family bought the 
club, raising expectations to 
frenzied heights. 

When Turner finally accept- 
ed he would not be the one to 
realise them, he resigned from 
the dub he supported as a child. 
"I’d like to think I’ll be remem- 
bered with respect by the Wolves 
fans," he says. “I got some abuse 
in my last 18 months, but I hope 
that if I ever took a team back 
there they'd show some appre- 
ciation for what we did over my 
seven and a half years. 

“Most of the Haywards' 
money when I was there went 
into rebuilding Molineux. It 
was only the last summer that 
I had money for players, though 
nowhere near as much as Gra- 
ham Taylor. The feedback I’ve 



Points to prove: after 16 months in football's wilderness Graham TUmer is back at Edgar Street with dreams of killing a giant 


had since I left is that thev now 
realise how difficult the fob is. 

“/ felt I'd half-completed it 
and it was the belief that I could 
see it through that kept me 
there. A lot of the stick was com- 
ing from people who wouldn’t 
go near the dub when they were 
at rock bottom. 

“It all came to a head at 
Chelsea. I actually resigned af- 
ter we played Portsmouth s 
few days later, but that was aca- 
demic. Td already decided that 
was it." 

Did he feel sympathy for Tay- 
lor when he faced similar vilifi- 
cation? “I wouldn’t wish that on 
anybody. Yet if anyone had am- 
ple opportunity to do things right 
wilh what I left there plus£7m_." 


Turner was confident he 
would soon find a club and re- 
jected offers from Greece and 
Cyprus. For three months it was 
“very pleasant" to spend more 
time with his family and to 
wake up on Saturdays “without 
the twinges in the pit of your 
stomach". Then the withdraw- 
al symptoms started. 

“I desperately wanted to 
get back in. I haven’t known 
anything else in life, so I 
missed the adrenalin flowing 
on match days and working 
with players in training. I had 
a near miss with the Ipswich 
job, and with Notts County, but 
I began «a think about Chris 
Nicholl, who did well at 
Southampton but was out of 


work three years before going 
to Walsall. 

“You just have to wait for 
someone to suffer the same mis- 


“It’s a horrible profession 
when it’s like that, though there's 
not many about who are that 
predatory. When I was scouting 


‘We’re hoping for a romantic underdog’s 
victory. . . if they’re slightly off their game 
and we raise ours, you never know 1 


fortune as you. It's a unique sit- 
uation in that you can actually 
study the vacancies on Teletext 
as they happen. But there’s 
nothing worse when a manag- 
er is under pressure than to see 
out-of-work managers sat in the 
stand and talking to a director. 


for Derby I’d turn down certain 
matches because I knew the 
manager was under fire.’’ 

Eventually, Hereford offered 
Turner the chance to join Ken- 
ny Dalglish and Steve Coppell in 
the elite band who operate un- 
der the title of Director of Foot- 


ball. Famed for their giant- 
killing- Ronnie Radford would 
be a rich man if he received a 
royalty every time his goal 
against Newcastle was shown - 
they were facing an 18th suc- 
cessive season in the bottom 
fligh t. 

Even the Cup tradition had 
lapsed, Hitchin, Bath and Yeovil 
having put them out in the pre- 
vious three seasons. “You could 
understand people’s apathy," 
Turner says. “When you've been 
so low for so long you lose cred- 
ibility with tout public." 

. He has been unable to spend 
in order to improve on last sear 
son’s 16th place (their highest 
in five years), but believes the 
2,500 gates would double if 


they were to mount a promotion 
challenge. Hereford could have 
cashed in by switching the Spurs 
tie to White Hart Lane; Turn- 
er insisted Ihey kept faith with 
the faithful. 

“It's costing us £100,000 prof- 
it to be here," he says, pointing 
to a compact stadium and pitch 
that was cutting up even before 
the recent bad weather, “but 
we're hoping for that romantic 
underdog's victoiy. It’d be fool- 
ish to say we'll stop the likes of 
Teddy Sheringham and Chris 
Armstrong playing. However, if 
they're slightly off their game, 
and we raise ours, you never 
know.” 

Turner’s wife and children 
now live in a rented house on a 


Photograph: David Ashdown 


working farm, and enjoy “a 
good quality of life". While de- 
scribing Hereford as “a lovely 
city’ to work in", he still hopes 
to take charge of a big dub again 
and, at 48, has time to do so. 

He also has an answer for 
those who might argue, in the 
wake of events like McGhee’s 
defection to Wolves, that ful- 
filling his ambitions would 
mean betraying Hereford. 
“They asked me if I was going 
to use this place as a stepping 
stone, and the answer was yes,” 
Turner admits. “But to gel my- 
self back up higher I’ve got to 
do a good job here first." 

Spurs on Saturday represent 
the ideal opportunity to take the 
bull by the horns. 


NEW FACES FOR ’96: Two young prospects have wasted no time in announcing their arrival 

Shaw’s freakish pace leaves the rest standing 


N o breed of player encap- 
sulates the dramatic 
changes that have taken 
place in the way the game is 
played like the modern hooker. 

Once the preserve of rough- 
hewn, bad-tempered men with 
busted noses and no preten- 
sions, the role now attracts 
swift, incisive players who 
would have been natural half- 
backs in another era. 

The Waiters" brothers of 
Australia are the prototypes, 
but, even with the recent in- 
cumbents Martin Dermolt and 
Lee Jackson out of the picture. 
Britain is well equipped with 
young hookers who could 
stand comparison. 

Keiron Cunningham of Si 
Helens, who shone briefly for 
Wiles in the World Cup, and 
Paul Rowley, on the transfer 
list at Halifax for a mighty 
£250,000, arc two out of Lhat 
mould; alert and creative to 
their bootlaces. 

But the quickest and most 
eye-catching is Mick Shaw. He 
is not yet sure ofhis place in the 
Leeds first team every week but 
he is several stages ahead of the 
status quo in his particular art. 


RUGBY LEAGUE 


Dave Hadfield highlights the Leeds 
hooker whose talent is redefining the 
art of attacking play from that position 


The first lime that Hugh Mc- 
Gaban, Leeds' newly arrived 
manager, saw him he thought 
that Shaw was the fastest 
dummy half in the world - 
swifter even than Steve Walters, 
the quicksilver link-man 
around whom much of Can- 
berra and Australia's success 
has been built That freakish 
pace was a feature of his game 
at reserve team level last sea- 
son, with Shaw being named 
the Alliance Player of the Year 
as Leeds won the competition. 

McGahan and the Leeds 
coach. Dean BcQ, were cautious 
about throwing him straight 
into the first team, as many fans 
excited by his potential were 
urging, ftjr one thing, they 
already had a highly effective 
hooker in James Lowes, a con- 
verted half-back whose contri- 
bution generally includes 30 or 
so tackles a match. 


For another, their feeling 
was that Shaw, at just turned 
20, still had something to do 
before other aspects of his 
game - such as his tackling 
and distribution - matched his 
electrifying running with the 
ball. 

So Shaw was introduced 
gradually, as a substitute to 
begin with, his eye for a gap 
proving devastating against 
tiring defences. 

In November, the newcomer 
achieved the considerable feat 
of forcing Lowes into the 
second row while he put 
together a run of six starts in 
the No 9 shirt. Since then, he 
has alternated between the 
bench and the starting line-up, 
but there is little doubt that 
Shaw is a major asset for the 
future. 

The way the game is now 
played could be designed 


specifically for him. There are 
too few scrums for bis lack of 
size to be any sort of handicap, 
and he is perfectly adapted for 
the acting half-back role lhat is 
now the hooker’s central func- 
tion. 

The 10 metres that the 
defence has to retreat at the 
play-ihe-boil gives him room in 
which to work, and referees’ in- 
sistence on a quick restart of 
play gives him every opportunity 
to catch tacklers off balance and 
out of position with his sudden 
acceleration. 

When he learns, as he surely 
will, how to make the best use 
of the half-break he will always 
make, and when his passing 
skills mature to give him the full 
range of options, Shaw will 
almost inevitably be a match- 
winner for Leeds as well as a 
crowd-pleaser. 

The old-timers, bred for 40 
or 50 scrums a game, would 
have chewed him up and spat 
him out contemptuously. But 
their style of game is extinct; the 
way it is played now, and, even 
more so, the way it will be 
played in the summer, is Mick 
Sbaw's way. 



Super League deny 
'doomsday option’ 


Rugby League 


Cutting edge: Shawls abSties are made for the modem game 


Carberry determined to follow in his famous father’s footsteps 


I n the days. 20 or more years 
ago, when Tommy Carberry 
was partnering LEscargot to 
victory in the Gold Cup and the 
Grand National, FlaL racing 
and its winter counterpart over 
the jumps rarely had much to 
do with each other. With care- 
fully mapped out seasons which 
barely overlapped, the two 
often met only at the autumn 
sales, when the- Flat handed on 
its rejects. Owners, trainers 
and jockeys stuck to what they 
knew, and the idea that one 
code might learn from the 
other was Hide short of treason. 

No longer. High-dass Flat 
horses now regularly graduate 
to the top flight over hurdles, 
large scale dual-purpose 
1 ram era are everywhere, and 
jump jockeys, too, are finding 
that Flat racing has more to 
offer than a fresh intake of plod- 
ders each October. Tony Mc- 
Coy, the hot favourite to be the 
champion jockey in his first full 
season as a professional, spent 
a vital period as an apprentice 
Flat jockey at The Curragh, and 


it is a similar path which has 
brought Paul Carberry, Tom- 
my’s son, to the brink of star- 
dom in the winter game. 

Carberry has been riding in 
Britain for little more than two 
months, but already - thanks to 
an important retainer with 
Robert Ogden -he has been as- 
sociated with such long-estab- 
lished trainers as Andy Turnell 
and Gordon Richards. While his 
famous surname may have 
opened a few doors, the mod- 
em turf is not noted for its indul- 
gence. Like any of the dozens 
of young optimists who arrive 
from Ireland with a saddle each 
year, he needed a good start. 

It was far better than good. 
At Newbury, Carberry an- 
nounced his arrival by riding a 
treble, worth almost £15,000 in 
prize-money, on one of the best 
earty-season cards. Though 
just 21 (he was a baby when his 
father won the National), Car- 
berry’s performance, in par- 
ticular on Blackboard Bounce 
in the day’s big chase, had all 
the polish of a veteran. 


RACING 


Greg Wood on 

the young upstart 
who has made an 
instant impression 


Settled comfortably behind 
the pace throughout, Carberry 
overcame an error two from 
home and sent his mount clear 
on the run-in for a clear-cut 
victory. Some ambitious young 
jockeys might have got carried 
away and given their horse a 
harder time than necessary, but 
Carbeny appears to have that 
essential sympathy with his part- 
ners which all the ben riders 
possess. Buckboard Bounce, a 
rather difficult but very talented 
animal with the best months of 
the year ahead of him, hardly 
knew he had been in a race. 

Andy Turnell, whose Squire 
Silk completed the treble, is a 
respected talent-spotter and 
mentor for young riders, and he 



Carberry: veteran's feel 

was deeply impressed. “I hke his 
style, he’s a bit more Flat-racey 
than some of the others and it 
shows through," Turnell said. “I 
prefer lhat style to the amateur- 
turned-professional who bumps 
up and down on the saddle. 

“He's certainly one of the 
young stars, he's very natural at 
the obstacles and he rides a good 
finish. He’s as good a young 
rider as there is about now, and 
of the younger up-and-coming 
jockeys, he’s better than any of 
them in my opinion.*' 


Some sons of famous fathers 
would do anything rather than 
attempt to follow them, but for 
Carberry there were never any 
doubts as to where his future 
lay. “It was always what I 
wanted," he said. “I started 
riding when I was three. My first 
ride on a track was in a point- 
to-point just after I turned 16, 
and that won. Then I spent 
some time on the Flat before 
gping back to jumping wjth 
Noel Meade. I had one winner 
in my first season and four m 
the second, but then in 1993 1 
was the champion apprentice." 

The jump across the water 
was still a big one, but his con- 
tract with Robert Ogden, 
arranged via a network of con- 
tacts, narrowed the gap ap- 
preciably. “The first-day treble 
was amazing, and the rides 
have just kept coming since. “ 

Carberry already has a Fes- 
tival winner to his credit. 
Rhythm Section in the Bumper 
(National Hunt Flat race) 
almost three years ago, and a 
first success over the jumps at 


the sport's finest venue can be 
only a matter of time. Car- 
berry’s only flaw, perhaps, is 
that, like Adrian Maguire at a 
similar stage, he is noi overjoyed 
at the prospect of waiting. 

“If he’s got a fault, he's too 
ambitious.” Turnell said. “He’s 
a very brave young man and 
perhaps a little over-enthusi- 
astic at the moment, but it'll 
come wiih experience.” 

Some long-standing follow- 
ers of National Hunt racing will 
tell you that Paul Carbeny’s 
father was the finest rider they 
have seen. Tommy won the 
Gold Cup three times, but it 
was his victory at Ain tree in 
1975 which will linger longest 
in the memory. 

Cartel 

to remember it, out given 
choice between victoiy in one 
of chasing’s richest prizes, his 
choice is immediate. “The 
National, definitely," he said, in 
a way which makes finding a 
bookmaker to offer odds about 
him winning Ii one day an es- 
sential New Year’s resolution. 


sny Jar was too young 
mber it, but given the 


DAVE HADFIELD 

Super League executives in 
Australia have denied that they 
have plans to introduce a mod- 
ified game, with il-a-side and 
forward passes on the sixth 
tackle, if they lose their court 
case with the Australian 
Rugby League. 

The Sydney newspaper. The 
Sun-Herald, which has a good 
record with its stories on the 
breakaway organisation, says 
Lhat the contingency plan is to 
launch a new code in order to 
get around a court decision 
banning the Australian Super 
League from starting up any- 
where in the world this year. 

The ARL has already taken 
steps to block an offshore com- 
petition, where Super League 
clubs would play in New 
Zealand, Fiji and Papua New 
Guinea. 

The Sun-Herald believes that 
the “doomsday option" would 
be for a new game entirely. 

The other changes would in- 
clude the abolition of scrums 
and playing in four quarters with 
unlimited substitutions. 

A decision on whether clubs 
can leave the ARL is expected 
at the end of the month, with 
an appeal probably carrying 

the case into February. The 
lawyers at Rupert Murdoch’s 
News Corporation, which is fi- 
nancing Super League, must 

have a fail-back position up their 

sleeves in the event of the 
widely predicted legal defeat- 

Trevor McEwan, the Super 
League's spokesman, denied, 
however, that this was it. He said 
that the II-a-side blueprint 
“bears no relation to reality". 


“It’s an idea better suited to 
April Fool's Day,” he added. 

“The rules of the game as 
outlined border on the farcical." 

Farcical or not, the idea that 
Super League in Australia 
could be forced into major 
structural changes has worrying 
implications for the game here. 

Part of the Super League phi- 
losophy is lhat the competitions 
on both sides of the world 
should be played to identical 
rules, although the game in 
Britain could hardly be expect- 
ed to go along with anything as 
radical as these suggestions. 

Barrow have said that they 
will lose their Craven Park 
ground unless they attract 1500 
members to their new lottery by 
next week. 

Another Barrow, the Swinton 
coach, Tony Barrow, is stepping 
up to become chief executive. 
TThe club is now looking for a 
candidate to take over his 
coaching duties. 

St Helens will have three of 
their injured firsl-teamers, Joey 
Hayes, Keiron Cunningham and 
Cliris Joynt, fit for the postponed 
Regal Ttophy semi-final against 
Warrington tomorrow. Paul 
Newkjve and Anthony Sullivan, 
though, are regarded as very un- 
likely to play. 

Wirrington hope to have 
Iestyn Harris and Paul Scuithor- 
pe available, but their Australian 
forward, Dave King, is likely to 
be missing for three months af- 
ter damaging his band against 
Wigan on New Year's Day. 

The former Wakefield Trin- 
ity forward, David Woods, has 
been found dead in his car at 
Burleigh Heads in Australia. 
Police say there were no suspi- 
cious circumstances connected 
with his death at the age of 29. 


Fordham flies through 


Darts 


Apdy Fordham, the 20-stone 
Londoner who plays all in 
black because he says “it 
makes me look slim” made a 
promising start at the Em- 
bassy World Professional 
championship at the Lakeside 
Country Gub, Frimley Green, 
yesterday. 

Fordham, the second seed 


who was a semi-finalist in this 
event last year, beat Chris Ma- 
son, the 26-year-old Bristol 
player, 3-0, winning each set by 
three legs to one in their first- 
round contest. 

Andy Jenkins, a Hampshire 
bricklayer who beat Bruno Raes 
of Belgium 3-0, wfll meet Fbrd- 
ham, his close friend. In the sec- 
ond round tonight 

Results, Sporting Digest, 
page 21 
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sport 


More vigilant referees, assisted by sharper-eyed touch judges with 
increased powers, would do something to cure the offside disease 


Id 19%, I hope we shall sec refer 
ees make a greater effort to 3jmi_ 
aaie, or at feast contain, the most 

f 35 ® 8 * l J n .^ n Perststem and deJih- 
erate offside, chiefly, though bv no 

means exclusively: by Set™ 
forwards. I do not mean the kind D f 
pfay which saw Cambridge 
neoudy awanfed a penalty uy in last 
month s University match. This wit- 
nessed numerous Oxford players 

^■iSSBsr* 

justify hnnself. Oxford had been 
warned several times for persistent 
infringement in this regard. This 
does not mean that a penalty try can 
be awarded as a sort of extra pun- 
ishment. tike exemplary damages in 


the libel courts. A try must be prob- 
awe -and. in view of Cambridge's 
consistent inability to catch the ball 
aunng the course of the afternoon. 

Mlike^ m tbc Mfihest de S ree 
Here, by the way, is a problem of 
refereeing logic which I have never 
seen addressed before. In judging 
the probability of a score, does he 
take into account the try-scoring 
abilities of the attacking side? If he 
. 1 New Zealand, say, must be 
judged more likely to score than 
England if the defensive illegality 
occu P (®* b did in the University 
match) in the comer, close to the 
line. My own view is that he should 
a 5 nv ® at a general kind of probability 
or what a reasonably competent 
team might be expected to accom- 
plish in the circumstances. 


Very rarely, however, will a 
penalty try be the correct referee- 
ing response to persistent offside. It 
was certainly not so at Twickenham 
in December. 

Moreover, the curse of the game 
today is not the defending side ad- 
vancing too far. Indeed.* I would 
argue that, in Five Nations matches 
particularly, defending threequarlers 
are penalised loo severely for en- 
croaching, with a gift of three points 
to the attacking side. In these cir- 
cumstances, the referee should wave 
the players back, as the (in refereeing 
terms) much-missed Clive Norling 
used to do, as if he were conduct- 
ing an orchestra. 

Additionally, he should receive 
more help from the touch-judges. 
There is no case for giving them fewer 
powers in dub than in international 



ALAN WATKINS 


on rugby 

matches, which is the present posi- 
tion. Their powers should not only be 
made uniform but also be increased 
all round. In this respect. Premier and 
First Division football is about 30 
years ahead of the Courage league. 


The general quality of the touch- 
judges should be increased as well. 
“Running the line,” as it tends to be 
called in England, should no longer 
be a privilege or a perk doled out 
to some committee mao for long 
service and good conduct. Many of 
these officials that I see going about 
their touchline tasks week in and 
week out seem at least as old as I 
am, and almost as unfiL Either that, 
they are young, athletic and more 
or less incompetenL. 

There was one of the latter 
category at The Stoop the other day, 
who did not possess a flag. He did 
not even compromise with an old 
duster, or something of that 
description. He merely stuck one 
arm in the air and waved it about 
hopefully. 

More vigilant referees, assisted by 


sharper-eyed touch judges with in- 
creased powers (who m number 
should perhaps be increased from 
two to four), would do something to 
cure the offside disease. This, as I 
say, is not primarily a matter of en- 
croaching defending backs but, 
chiefly, of forwards who try to play 
as wvth of the game as they can in 
an offside position. 

New Zealand have long special- 
ised in this technique. And when 
John Jeffrey, in his commentating 
capacity, said something a few 
months ago which annoyed the 
English, the response was to say that 
he and Finlay Odder had spent 
virtually their entire international 
careers in an offside position. 

This was more or less true. But 
if the worst you can possibly say 
about a former international back- 


row forward is that he spent much 
of his life offside, then he must be 
an exemplary character in other 
respects. In any case, why was noth- 
ing done about it at the time? And 
why is nothing done about Jeffrey's 
successors today? 

Here are some other hopes: that 
referees will stop being indulgent to 
forward passes merely because one 
of them has resulted id a flashy try 
in the corner - and that a try wOJ not 
be awarded unless downward pres- 
sure has been applied. Alternatively, 
the laws might be amended to take 
account of present reality. - A try 
shall be awarded if the bail is tapped 
down from a great height. In this 
case, the laws relating to forward 
passes and knock-ons shall not 
apply." 

And a Happy New Year to you all. 


Celtic look 
to end era 
of Rangers 




Tommy Bums knows how im- 
portant the downfall of Rangers 
is to Celtic players and sup- 
. porters alike, but he insisted yes- 
terday that this should not 
become an obsession. - • 

The Old Firm rivals meet at 
Parkhead tonight in one of die 
most eager h awaited Glasgow 
derbies for years. Rangers, 
champions for the past seven 
seasons, lake an eight-point lead 
into the televised fixture but 
Celtic have two games in hand. 

Burns has guided Celtic into 
a rich run of form and they are 
betier-platod now than for eight 
years to wrest the big prize back 
across the city for the first time 
since their last title win in 1 988. 

The Parkhead manager 
admits that ending the Ibrax 
dynasty should be Celtic s New 
Year resolution as Rangers 
inarch on towards the famous 
nine-in-a-iow run of champi- 
onship wins achieved under Jock 
Stein between 1966 and 1974. 

"Any Celtic player would 
knsm the importance of that 
achitfi emeot to our supporters." 
Bums said. "The main ones who 
haw been here will know iL and 
wuJ reiterate it to the others. 

"lrs not something we should 
become obsessed with. The 
most important thing is to make 
progress each year. But we will 
do our utmost to make sure it 
does not happen - we want our 
lum of the glory." 

Burns was speaking in the 
Parkhead boardroom from 
beneath a treasured photograph 
of Stein and the Lisbon Lions 
who won the European Cup in 
1%7 and were heavily involved 
in the nine-in-a-row run. 

. But he soys stopping Rangers 
from matching, or even sur- 
passing, that run could become 
a damaging obsession. 

“it could become damaging 
to iis. Everything would not fall 


apart for Celtic if we do not stop 
them. We are in a position of 
strength now and will grow by 
the year. 

“Some people want to think 
that if we do not stop Rangers. 
Celtic will fall away, but that is 
nonsense. No decent supporter 
or .self-motivated professional 
would allow it to become the be- 
all and end- all” 

For now. Burns is concen- 
trating solely on pegging back 
Rangers tonight and has taken 
a 20-man squad to Celtic’s 
traditional retreat on the Ayr- 
shire coast. 

Peter Grant and John 
Hughes complete three-match 
suspensions which have been 
held over because of the post- 
ponements of games at Raith 
and Hearts. 

Malky Mackay could make 
his Old Finn debut in central 
defence as Celtic look to avenge 
lheir only league defeat so far, 
a 2-0 reverse in the September 
derby at Parkhead. “Its a long 
time since we’ve been in con- 
tention and we aim to take it to 
the wire," Bums said. 

The Rangers manager. Wal- 
ler Smith, admits the side that 
wins the New Year meeting 
usually gains a psychological 
edge for the second half of the 
season. 

Nine times in the past 10 
years the Old Firm derby win- 
ners in January have gone on to 
lake the title. Last year, it 
ended 1-1 as Rangers went on 
to take their seventh successive 
championship. 

“The penultimate meeting of 
the season seems to have the 
biggest outcome, with whoever 
gets a result taking a psycholog- 
ical lift thereafter,” Smith said. 

Rangers, aiming for a hat- 
trick of Parkhead wins this 
season, have Stuart McCall 
out injured, but Ally McCoist 
could be on the bench, while 
Alex Cleland may return at 
right-back. 



Auburn grinder: Stephen Davis (centre), the Auburn tailback, is Mocked by the Penn State linebackers Gerald Filar- 
di (left) and Terry Killens in the first quarter of the Outback Bowl in Tampa, Florida Photograph: Tony Ranze/AP Photo 


Fixture pile-up 
haunts Bath 
and Leicester 


Rugby Union 


Managers press case for winter break 


The League Managers' .Asso- 
ciation are to petition the Fool- 
ball Association and the 
Premier League io introduce a 
four-week winter break for the 
country's top clubs after the 
Boxing Day games or New' 
Year’s Day matches. Play would 
resume in early February with 
the FA Cup third round. 

The LMA would like the 
changes to be implemented from 
next season. Gordon Milne, then- 
chief executive, said: “It has be- 
come a growing necessity to 
look at the number of games be- 
ing played, not just first-team 
matches but those involving re- 
serves and vouiii teams. The 


pressure on dubs to field teams 
is immense. We are behind the 
times in England and need to 
look at rescheduling fixtures. 

“Wc are preparing a paper 
which will be distributed to 
both the FA and the Premier 
League. We are just involving 
the 20 Premier League clubs at 
the moment.” 

The FA support the idea of 
a midwinter break but warn that 
World Cup commitments will 
delay its introduction until 1998 
at the earliest. Officials have 
been investigating the me- 
chanics of the proposal since the 
start of the season. 

“7t needs a lot of examination. 


but we fully understand the 
thinking behind the League 
Managers’ call," said an FA 
spokesman, Steve Double. “We 
recognise it would be beneficial 
for the players and the technical 
progression of the game. But with 
a World Cup programme com- 
ing up we don’t envisage any 
changes earlier than 1998.” 

Howard Wilkinson, the 
Leeds manager who is chairman 
of the LMA, voiced his concern 
at the number of matches be- 
ing played after the 0-0 draw 
with Blackburn on Monday. 
"The public wants some games 
at Christmas and I’d give them 
one on Boxing Day and New 


SPORTING DIGEST 


IBF restore Regan as flyweight champion 

Boxing 


Robbie Regan was given the . 
perfect Stan to the new year yes- 
terday when he was restored as 
the International Boxing Fed- 
eration’s interim flyweight 
champion. 

The 27-year-old Welshman 
knocked out the Tunisian Fend 
Ben Jedcfou in two rounds in 


Car diff last month for the title 
and the right to fight the Amer- 
ican Danny Romero, who had 
to pat aside the championship 
because of serious facial in- 
juries. But the IBF last week 
nominated another American, 
Mark Johnson, to meet 
Romero on 2 February. 

That effectively stripped 
Regan of his title. Now Romero 


says he can no longer make the 
eight-stone limit and plans to 
move up to super-flyweight. His 
dedaon to vacate die title comes 
after Regan’s promoter, Frank 
Warren, had threatened legal 
action over the IBF decision. 

Regan and Johnson are now- 
set to meet for the undisputed 
championship, possibly next 
month. 
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Hendry fired up for charity 


Snooker 

Stephen Hendry should have 
iittle difficulty finding motivation 
for the Liverpool Victoria 
Charity Challenge, which gets 
under way in -Birmingham today. 

The world champion, who 
has captured 57 titles in 10 years 
as a professional, is representing 


the Cystic Fibroas Trust, and he 
is clearly looking ahead to his 
latest challenge, which carries 
a £30,000 first prize. 

Hendiy said: “It’s difficult to 

keep getting psyched up at limes 

bat ihereVno problem when it 
conies to the charity challenge.” 
The world No I will face John 
Higgins in the opening round. 


Taylor to take 
over at Towers 

Basketball 

Rick Taylor starts bis new job at 
Budweiser League leaders Lon- 
don Towers today after leaving 
Manchester Giants, writes Dun- 
can Hooper. 

The American, who master- 
minded the Giants' English 
record crowd of 12,400 against 
London Leopards last year, 
takes over as m anaging director 
of Towers at the high" point of 
their season so far, as they pre- 
pare to face Worthing Bears in 
the 7-Up League Trophy final in 
Birmingham on Saturday week. 

The "owner of the London 
Towers, Barrie Marshall, said: 
“Rick’s track record of success 
and experience will, I am sure, 
take us on to another level of 
achievement." 


WEEKEND FIXTURES AND POOLS FORECAST 


FA Cup third round 

1 Atsena v Sheffield Utd — „ -1 

2 Barnsley v Oldham -* 

3 Bdmngrtam « VttAcrfnmpton 1 

4 BraStoT) v Bolton . X 

5 Charter v Sfwffitotf iftteSBsday— JC 

eCrewsrWeaBtonwwn ? 

TOystBfPSfeceVfWVae 

8 Gnratjy v Luton ■ — 1 

9 HerekM * Tottenham _ 2 

10 HudoerefteW * Btedoool 1 

11 fpsaWt v Stocfcburn 


12 Leicester v Manchester Cay— ^ -X 

13 {jvewdfrftsirfaSB 1 

14 Manchester uui v Sundeitma 1 

lSWdhraHtftMwfUa — J 

IB Norwich T&emJW — 1 

17 Notts County v MicftSesoou^i —.2 

38 Feiettaoupi v v*«on; — JJ 

19 Plymouth v Cwenny -...2 

2ORE*£ngv&fim0ran\ 1 

21 Stole u NiSWg*iam Fores 2 

22 wateas r Wigan — -* 

23 watted v Wrimtoedoo -2 

24 West Ham v Southed ■* 

Ate ntotef {not an «W»at Futon v 
Shrewsbury: Qwesend and tosSee: s As- 
bd vEo tar Hfe ftrtiS Sfcmcton v Vtxrg Ta> 
mere u Queen's Part Rorgpm. 

Playfrg Sunday: Q-assea »!te*sas5« Oer- 
Uy v lees Euerten h SioKC SaJtR3m?- 


FwtetoM i League 
Second Division 

25 Brsai Rne<s . Hi* -J 

26 Rjtftemsn v YoA ■* 

Ai«o pbgfe* too* on coupon*): BsurMnoam 
vasxCCr,-. 

Third Division 

27 Same; r ftesae ■* 

28 Busy v JJor=3SW — J 

29 Camwrfgs to! <. Cte* 3 

30CEa2f*lfi>»rCM5f= X 

31 iSsa&K . Saar ■* 

Abo pEaytaCtmt on ttusonst Car.rgcr < 
Monna*ss=r.; 

Abo J*WB* {not OB coupons): Auto Wte- 
•maos Sttef Mortem Saeten^orteft- 

mb Cans* y 5ur.'e>. 

6 M Vanxbafl Conference 

33 BsRgm r -1 

33DewrvTe*=r2 X 

34 Fan a pp j g-- 1 — -1 

35 Ke 23 x y Uagr^a.- a m 1 

38 neCise^e - *fcrc=m 1 

37 Mnceetfes v SirxrJS? — -l 

38 TtaRfnn^. * Sot — — 1 

_1 


43Cr3*fey? Burmn 
44 DO'ChesBBr v H3S8fl$. 


39£EU?:>S3Z£lS3= — 

40 susper. v KeSer*S - 

« 

Beazer Homes League 
Premier Division 

42 C^aer-ar: . 


Boa’s Scottish League 
Premier Division 

43 Cduc v MotteweU J. 

48 Faftrt r Ranges -2 

47 Parncfc » Hearts •* 

48 Hans v KSnamoCH * 

First Division 

48 nUtlne * Moran PutpMMj 

50 Cttfesanh v DimJce Utd — — — 2 

51 Dundee l- HamffiP -1 

52 K Jtfmsone v Duntannn..-. -1 

53 ffi team tfDurismine 2 

Tenoent's Scottish Cup 
Second round 

54 y boss Cxg-ty 3 

S5Cyce*B«*c*o 

56 KflfC-3* V CaisertKer — 2 

57tJaeerofiwSa.-nivQ i jeen5Paiv J. 

SBSU’wg'.- Maa -1 

Abo playing (not no coupon*): Eerwch vAPte; 
CancMr 7 v lfar^sr: Dratmala y Kern Eas 
Sr-rg<- Swras&nr; FOtr y tmntiMK Spar- 
ais V Eas: FdK WSW4I VVS v Ffasmugi. 
RjmoBi»s:ae^va«Dn.i4oes»«Mari- 
twsa Cry. Rrewn * w Sa£i vGmsftead. 
fWE A WAYS: Wes: Bnwsi’rt. Tonenham. Wm- 
teev. Rar jer^ tawanMam. 

THl WMB: Aaera). Grmscy. Uvema. 

ftsf iSow. H ee- -es*o*o. Odc, Raoi. Dundee. 

So.-« 


Cricket 

England Under- 19s made a successful 
sart to meir row of Zimbabwe yester- 
day. winning a one-day match against 
Zimbabwe Under- 18s by two wefcets at 
St John's Code». KwftsWne’s Paul 
Hinchson (3 for 26) and Gareth Bat- 
ty (2 for 251 set up the victory by turn- 
ing in fine performances wKh the ball 
to restrict the home side to IS2 eB out. 
However, England made hard work of 
reaching their modest target They 
managed It with only IQ balls of their 
50 overs to spare, NotOn^tamshlre’s 
Noel Gie leading thewaywithanun- 
beaten 41 containing two sires and three 
fours. The tourists face a Mashonaiand 
Districts XI in Harare today. 

TOUR MATCH (WmSaoul, New Zetend) 
Prat day of tour. New Zbarand fteswem's 
X) 111 (B Strang 6-20); Zimbabwe 91 far 6. 
CASTLE CUP (Durban) Seeowf Hay effete: 
tannmTranwa41Sl(MRlrteSl:LnuBen- 
er 5-57) and 33 tor 1: Natal 389 (E Snoi 
75. N Johnson 55). 

SfB LANKA WOULD CUP SQUAD (14 Feb 
to 17 March): A Ranstune (rapt), P A de 
Sflra. R S Manamma. S T Jayakiriya, A P 
Gurusmha, H P TiBakaretm, R S Kaluwftha- 
rana. HOP kDharmasena. U C J Veas, G 
P Vllckiamasiigie. M Mualittmh, E Up- 
Mhareha. R S KakagB, U C Hathunian^ie. 
C I OunaanpB, u Chondana, K R Pustv 
nakmara. M S Atapanu. 


Oarts 

EMBASSY WORLD PfUTCSSKRALCHAM- 
PtONSHPdakosMcCoMyCUHFAn- 
tey Green) First mad (best or five act*): 

A Bitan Sco) tt A kroekd (Ger) 3-1; R Bem- 
EV8B (NHh) K L Laurens (Bel) 3*0; LWaRaoe 
fSco) H M Gregw (Enfl 34); M CSax (Eng) 
bt P Ho^n (Ena i-Z \ Brand (Er® bt B T»- 
tor ®»i 3-0(AJentons (Er« «8 tees (Beq 
3-0; A Rxtiham (Engl bt C Mason (Eng) 3- 


Year’s Day, but we need some 
sort of break. “If my players had 
not played for a week, I would 
have had to bold up my hand and 
say it was eminently forgettable 
-but I think I have got to defend 
the players." 

Backing the call for a mid- 
winter break, Gerry Hands, the 
Tottenham manager , said: “It’s 
something we could learn from 
Europe. The break would let us 
recharge our batteries. It’s do 
coincidence that we get so many 
injuries over the Christmas pe- 
riod because we play so many 
games in a short space of time, 
normally at this time of year on 
heavy pitches.” 


0; C Monk (Eng) bt C GaBe (N bt) 3-0; PSUu 
(Den) be E Bieden (Wan 3-0. 

Football 

The Middlesbroiitfi g>8 (keeper Ben 
Roberts, who has been on loan to Sec- 
ond Division Wycorrte for a month, has 
had his loan potod extended by another 
two months. 

Stoke called in plumbers to cany out 
emergency repairs at the Victoria 
Ground and ensure their FA Cup thW- 

aheadonSimavBimpl^wwI^ 

the stadium caused Store's New Yfear’s 
Day game ttfttt Charlton to be postponed 
because toilets and other families 
were flooded. Mfce Potts, the di* sec- 
retary confirmed; “We will have every- 
thing sorted out by Saturday The 
Forest game will be played and aH ar- 
eas of the pound wtfl be open." 

Ice hockey 

MU: Washington 4 Pittsttitgi 2; Toronto 1 
Dates 0. 

EASTERN COHERENCE 
NORTHEAST OMSK** 

W L T SF 6 A PTS 
PROteRl 24 9 3 181113 SI 


STEVE BALE 

Having exercised their right to 
postpone again the postponed 
Courage league games rekbed- 
uled for 13 January, a pre-in- 
temational Saturday, Bath and 
Leicester find themselves with 
precisely the same problem on 
the second new date, 9 March. 

Instead of being expected to 
face Gloucester and Sale, re- 
spectively, Mien their England 
players are in the middle of a 
four-day t raining weekend at 
Bisham Abbey one week before 
the opening of the Five Nations 
against France, they now have 
to do so one week before the 
championship concludes 
against Ireland. 

This is a daft piece of fixture 
planning made on the assump- 
tion that the England squad wffl 
not have a weekend get-togeth- 
er before playing the Irish. What- 
ever tite case, the last thing Jade 
Rowell, the England manager, 
wants is to have his players in- 
volved in games a- week before 
an international. He will name 
his team for Paris on Sunday. 

A new appeal can be ex- 
pected, the chaos caused by one 
weather-affected round of 
league matches demonstrating 
how fortunate English rugby has 
been with postponements since 
the Courage Championship was 
instituted eight years ago. In’ 
Wiles things are so bad that the 
top Heineken League dubs 
want the Welsh Rugby Union to 
extend the season. 

Northampton, whose Eng- 
land representation meant they 
were also able to appeal the new 
date for their Second Division 
fixture against Moseley, have 
settled on 27 January, when nei- 
ther they nor their opponents 
win be in the Pfllrington Cup. 

Yesterday’s fifth-round draw 
at Twickenham gave Rob An- 
drew the earliest possible return 
to the big time by giving New- 
castle a borne tie against Harle- 
quins, twice winners, as soon as 
the former England outside-half 
becomes eligible for competitive 


WESTERN CONFERENCE 
CENTRAL DIVISION 

27 7 2 

13 12 B 

19 13 6 

St Look 16 17 5 

WMpet 1619 3 

10 17 7 


PAOFJC DMSJON 

Colorado.. .7? 11 5 

lof Anffoltts - 14 25 9 

Van cow r 12 1510 

An*Mm 14 22 4 

EdaoBtoK 13 20 6 

CaWuy 1121 7 

Sob loop B 25 4 


138 75 58 
132112 48 
222109 44 
100102 37 
134142 35 
90111 27 

157109 49 
125121 87 
129132 34 
118136 32 
106155 32 
106134 29 
108165 20 


Montreal. 
Buffalo _ 
Boston - 
Hartford . 
Ottawa _ 


-IS 16 2 110111 
-16 IS 3 113125 
.15 14 5 124126 
-U 21 5 91122 
—8 28 1 88147 


ATLANTIC DMStON 

NY Rangers 25 11 

- -25 10 


PNMCtpbto 22 11 

Washington 18 15 

Tampa Bay — —16 15 
Now Jersey .—15 19 
NY (Slanders 22 


6 150115 

2 134 92 
6 141100 

3 102 93 
6 109120 

4 96101 
6 105141 


40 

36 

35 

27 

17 

SO 

82 

SO 

39 

38 

34 

24 


Rugby Union 

KKM6I0N SHIELD SUfmxsHl drew; 
loodoB B Sooth-Watt: Hadtegw Enfield tg- 
nsasns; Haaon vfVtestone; 0« Cenoates 
v London French or Battersea Iransdes; (Ad 
Bnstohans v London Edes or DM AsJrnctems. 
North A Mh tei da: Did Aredmans v Nfiw- 
ton-fe-Wftws; Yartey & District v Mesfieate; 
UponHipenSe«invaedtonlSH«sorwe8>ie- 
borougi Old Grarrerarans; Nonh Shtes v Leo- 
Owy. nes m oe payed 27- januaiy. 

Snooker 

LIVERPOOL VICTORIA CHAIBTYCHAI1ENGE 
[Blrmlnjgyon. today) Ore* rtmnd Ordar of 
play (beat of ntoe frames): SJ) D Matgan 
(Wafl v T Grtfuris (Wad; PEbdon rErg) vTDre- 
HoftteJls). 4.0 A McManus iScd v W Thome 
(Erg. 74) $ Heresy (Scoi w J Higpns (Sco). 


Tbnnfs 

QATAR OPEN TOURNAMENT (Doha) First 

mnxfcTMidlBf [Aw Hj Sanchez 1501 5-2 
T-& N Kuln (Swei KFFBtlerteai (Dent 61 6-2: 
G Raoux {Fri to M Goebw (Gat 6-3 &4. 
AUSniAUAN NARDCOtMT CHAMPIONSHIP 
{AdeWdo) First round: S Draper (Aus) bt C 
Adams (US1 4-5 7-5 6-3: J Frane (Arfl bt T 
woodnratge (AuSj 7-66-76-3; N Kiefer (Gort 


rngfay. Today he is moving house 
from London to the North-easL 

The Newcastle coach, who 
has so far appeared in a couple 
of friendlies for his new club, 
will become the player-coach 
once he has served his 120 
days. He and Peter Whlton, 
the Scotland flanker formerly 
with Northampton, are the only 
two of Newcastle’s recent sign- 
ings to be able to face Quins. 

Andrew’s old Whsps team- 
mates will give Winnington Park, 
the Cheshire dub lying fourth in 
the Fifth Division North . their 
biggest day when they travel to 
Nortbwich. Here ruby’s two 
worlds will be in perfect juxta- 
position; the local lads each pay 
£30 a year for the privilege of chib 
membership and, against Wasps 
as evay Saturday, a £2 match fee. 
From next season match fees will 
be something Wisps receive. 

Winnington Park’s best- 
known product, the retired 
England scrum-half Dewi Mor- 
ris. is one of their coaches. The 
Fifth Division’s solitary sur- 
vivors anticipate 10 times their 
usual crowd of 250. “We’re go- 
ing to have to beg, borrow or 
steal a stand from somewhere.” 
their president. Roy Palin, said. 

Twickenham cup draws’ mys- 
terious habit of keeping die 
leading contenders apart was 
maintained by the separation of 
all the First Division survivors 
with the exception of Saracens’ 
visit to Leicester, whose league- 
title defence was seriously un- 
dermined when they lost away 
to Sanies in November. 

The prospect is seven First 
Division quarter-finalists, with 
Leeds of the Fourth hosting 
London Irish of the Second for 
the right to join them. Bill 
Bishop, the Rugby Football 
Union president, pulled out 
First Division opponents for all 
the remaining four Second Di- 
vision teams and Coventry of 
the Third - which may be un- 
kind to the underdogs but is as 
kind as can be to the sponsors. 

PUOMCTON CUPfVUi round: WBst Hanlepxii 
vConmy. Baffin) v Brett Leeds » LoreJor j*n: 
WaJefleM v Baiti: Ngucadto v Hadeaura; No>- 
tmtfwm v Oouxsar Usecaef v Saracers; vtn- 
nngmn PaiKv Wasps. 

Matches to tiephyed 27 January. 


m J Bprionan [Swe> 6-2 6-1; J Rercewmk 
(Gan 01 J Krosfe* (Steak) 7-5 3-1 ret C-U 
Staefi iGati to R Ffomnog (Ansi 3-6 6-1 7- 
6: T Johansson (9m) to D Rihl icz Rap) 3-6 
8-3 6-1; 8 Sack On) 0£ H Gwny (Arg) &1 
T-5; J Noiak (Ci Req) to P Ratter (Au-ii 
8-4, 

HOPMAN CUP {Perth, Australia) Group A: 
South Africa v Francs. Steles ISA names 
fine. A Coener m CTaiww 6-2 6-1: VI Far- 
resa tost to A Boetsch 6-7 6-7. Doubtos: Fer- 
reira end Coetz&r lost to Boetsch and Tanwer 
2-6 6-7. France beat South Africa 2-3- 
aoup B: Nattwriaods v Germany. Slnffes 
(Dutch names fray. B SchuHz MtCanhy tos: 
» A Huber 6-3 4-6 6-7; R Krajet* « M Sin- 
ner 7-5 5- T 7-6. Dotides: kjapoefc and Sctwc 
McCanhy lost to Sinner and Huoer 
6-2 1-6 2-6. Germany M Netherlands 2-1. 
The former US Open finalist Pam 
Shnver, now semi-retired at tne age of 
33. beat Romans 's Rmandra 
6-4 6-4 m the first round of toe Armyay 
Classic tournament in Auckland and unU 
now meet the No 2 seed, Barbara 
Paulus of Austria, "ft's not like a huge 
win, but every player ar this tournament 
is touaJt. and any twn for me at this ume 
of my career s mearwigfij,' Shn>er said. 
USWAY CLASStC (Audited) Singes, first 
round: A Glass (Gen to A Gauatan iMfix) 6-3 
6-3; 5 Cane lUSl to K NagsisuKa Uapani C-l 
6-2; A Suffywna (Japan I to J Wesner fAut'i 
6-3 &4; PSjimn IUS) to R Dragomir (Rorni 
64 6-4; 5 Fanna tit) WN Frtw iBeh 67 62 

6- 2; LCotms (Bel) w l Rfchrerava iCz Reoi 
2-6 6-4 64; J HalartJ-Decuas iFn to I Sur- 
183 iRomi 7-5 62; Li Fan£ iCVri to A Sm^n- 
nova i 1 st] 61 67 61. Doobfes, first 
round: J Hethenngjon (Can) arid K Radford 
(Aus) « RMcQmlan (Ausf aniC ftorwn <Ge" 

7- 6 61; A Fusai (Fr) and K Ksctowndt (Gen 
to PTafOtoto (Arg and c vis Mem/ 7-5 6-4; 
Fanna aw LGoiarea mj to R Simpson (Can) 
and M Pat lArg 6-3 64; N Dahlman iFmj 
and C WoOfl (GB) to Dragomr and S Slfltloru 
oi£> 63 61; Nagaisute and Sugiyama bt C 
Toteafba ITO and 1 King iNZl 63 6-0. 


IT’S ROLLED OVER AGAIN! 

Draw date: 30/12/95. The winning numbers: 6,32,39,42,43,45. Bonus number: 36 


I CATEGORY 

NO. OF '.V INKERS 

AMOUNT FOR 

EACH IVI.VNEft 

TOTAL EACH TIER 

Match 6 (Jackpot) 

0 

- 

J'LLTJHI tVL 

Match S plus bonus ball 

15 

£250.995 1 

£3.764.925 

Match 5 

570 

£4.128 


Match 4 

52.156 

£99 

£5.163.444 | 

Match 3 

1.176.218 

£10 

* wi • V * 

TOTALS 

1.228.959 


£47.009.542 1 


CQBtrthuttan to Good Causes: 436700,000, 


4 


Camewi &6«jp pie Places must oe 16 or duet. 


mrmx ^ THE national lottery' 

In the twM of any discrepancy in toe above, ute data contained m CaiwHot cenuty couhW^t system sf.jii piweii 
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FA CUP COUNTDOWN 

A seasoned campaigner lies in 
wait for Tottenham 20 
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RACING % 

A young thoroughbred carries 
on the family line 20 


Tottenham emerge as serious title contenders 


Football 


After Monday night's 4-1 de- 
molition of Manchester Unit- 
ed at White Hart Lane, people 
are starting to take Totten- 
ham's title aspirations serious- 
ly- The bookmakers are 
certainty, as shown by Lad- 
brokes slashing the odds on a 
Spurs triumph from 100-1 to 
25-1 - much to the disap- 
pointment of Gerry Francis. 

While the Spurs manager 

had kept his wallet in his pock- 


et, joking that yesterday’s vic- 
tory would probably push his 
undervalued and underrated 
side out further, striker Chris 
Armstrong sounded the cham- 
pionship charge. 

Two more superbly taken 
goals finally banished any 
doubts about the wisdom of 
Spurs’ £4-5m investment in the 
Crystal Palace striker. 

It also pushed Francis’s men 
back into fourth place, seven 
points adrift of the leaders 
Newcastle, having played two 
games more. 


“Of course we’re serious 
about going for it -our League 
position shows that," says New- 
castle-born Armstrong. 

“But we have to be realistic 


way for anyone else to win it of 
them. Europe has always been 
our first aim and we’re weft on 
course for that But whatever 
Gerry achieves is a bonus be- 
cause he is still building.” 

Armstrong, now on the 10- 
goal mark, was bought by Ftaa- 
ds to replace Jurgen Klinsmann. 

“Everyone knew Jurgen was an 


absolutely world class act and I 
bad the same situation when 1 
moved to Palace, where I had to 
cope with the legacy of Ian 
Wright. 

“You just have to cope. I bad 

a manager who believes in me, 
and the Spurs fans are always 
prepared to be patient They 
showed that with Chris Waddle 
and Darren Anderton and 
they’ve been good to me. It’s 
good to repay them." 

It is a tribute to Francis’s 
coaching and motivational skills 

that hcimmtfniies to maky asfflc 


: out of a sow’s ear at White , 
Lane, signing just three 
players in 14 months to replace 
three world class departures in 
Klinsmann, Nick Barmby and 
Gheorghe Popescu. 

More than that, he has coped 
with major injury crises, none 
much worse than now with ■ 
eight regulars on the treatment 
table. Y& be has lost only 10 out 
of 51 League games, .a re- 
markable ratio. 

However, he knows the sys- 
tem is a gain d- him. Onty sides 
who can invest in huge squads 


having a realistic title chance. 
Packed programmes like at 
Christinas are.no help either. 

Backing the call for a mid- 
winter break, he said: ‘After 27 
years of being away from the 
family , as a player and a man- 
ager, it would be nice to get the 
break. 

“It’s no coincidence that we 
get so many injuries over file 
Christmas period because we 
play so many games in a 
short space of time, normally 
at this time of year on heavy 
pitches. ■ 


"They talk about how Oirist- 
mas changes the League picture 
- but a lot ofthat is down to in- 
juries. And injuries to key play- 
. eis can cost you dean” 


United, -who already had Denis 
Irwin, 'Steve Bruce and Gary 
Ballister out and gambled dis- 
astrously -on goalkeeper Peter 

ftrhmrinhpl 

Tottenhanvin contrast, nest- 
ed captain Gary Mattwtt to en- 
sure his recovery fiom an ajakic 
injury for Saturday s BA Cup tie 
at Hereford. • 


FIFTH TEST: Donald exploits lively Newlands pitch as batsmen in Atherton’s new-look side surrender initiative 

Smith carries 
standard as 
England flag 


DEREK PRINGLE 


reports from Cape Town 
England 153 
South Africa 44-2 


A fearsome speD of fast bowling 
by Allan Donald, who took 5 for 
46, sent England tumbling to 153 
all out, on die first day of this fi- 
nal Test Only Robin Smith, 
with a defiant 66, came to terms 
with South Africa's bowling on 
an unpredictable pitch. With 
the home team’s reply founder- 
ing at 44 for 2, a total of 12 wick- 
ets had fallen by the dose. 

On a day when the bowlers 
dominated, it was a stolid effort 
by Smith, who had to conquer 
not onty his difficulty with wrist 
spin, but also the pitch and the 
hoodoo of batting at No 3. Al- 
though Smith, who batted for 
four boms on it, thought the sur- 
face would deteriorate rapidly 
and the side batting last would 
not want to chase many more 
than 170 for victory, it is South 
Africa who look favourites . 

So far in thisseries. Donald has 
not been the force many thought 
he might be. A combination of 
slow pitches and excessive use of 
(be short ball have negated his po- 
tency. Bowling a much fuller 
length than usuaL be tore into the 
England batting, having Michael 
Atherton caught at third slip be- 
fore a run had been scored. 

Apart from Brian Lara, the 
England captain is the only 
player to have lopped 1,000 Test 
runs in 1995. It is the second 
year running he has achieved 
this remarkable feat, but if it is 
too early to tell whether that 
milestone has become a mill- 
stone, carrying the England 
batting around like Hercules has 
begun to take its toll. 

It took until the 43rd ball of 
the innings for England to open 
thciF account, Alec Stewart 
dipping Shaun Pollock to leg. for 
a single. In his previous innings 
in Port Elizabeth. Stewart re- 


vealed a more measured ap- 
proach, and be was at it again, 
taking few risks until a misr 
judgement of length saw him 
piety on to Brian McMillan’s 
ou tewing, playing back wh en he 
should have beat forward. 

Graham Thorpe, his Surrey 
team-mate, fared little better, 
though his off-the-mark hook 
from Pollock’s bouncer hit the 
boundary fence before fine leg 
had even twitched. In the second 
over after lunch, Donald Mio had 
switched to the Kelvin Grove 
End, tempted Thorpe to drive at 
a wide ball which ne edged to 
McMillan at second slip. 

It was the first of three slip 
catches for Mc Millan. The sec- 
ond came onty three balls later 
•when Graeme Hick pushed hard 
at a ball that bounced and Eng- 
land were 60 for 4. It was a poor 
stroke considering the length of 
the ball and it demanded a de- 
fensive bat held by soft hands. 
His third catch came 20 overs lat- 
er when Jack RusseD failed to ga. 
on top of a rising ball that Bol- 
lock angled across him. 

By this time Smith was fight- 
inga lone battle and none of the 
tan was able to stay with him for 
long. Once Pollock bad re- 
moved Mike Wilkinson, Don- 
ald returned to bowl his 
quickest spell of the day, ripping 
out Dominic Cork's middle 
stump with a perfect yorfcer be- 
fore forcing Peter Martin to 
fend off a throat ball to Andrew 
Hudson at third slip. 

On ihe day. E ng land were un- 
done by the steep bounce, com- 
ing as it did from just short of a 
length. But if the quicker 
bowlers dominated from the 
bounder Kelvin Grove End - 
where nine of the 12 wickets fell 
- it was left lo Riul Adams to fid- 
dle away at the other. 

Once again, his brief experi- 
ence at this level was not appar- 
ent and he bowled over 20 oveis, 
taking the wickets of Smith, who 
was ninth out after chopping on 
foe chinaman, and Malcolm, 


who was bowled heaving at a goo- 
gty. As several of his deliveries 
have already gone through the 
top, this pitch wfil deteriorate and 
he could come into his own dur- 
ing England's second imwngs- 
■ This is a new pitch laid onty 
last May, making it probabty the 
youngest Tfcst retch ever used. 
Yesterday it behaved like a 
delinquent with multiple per- 
sonality disorder migh t, being 
slow in the middle, bouncy 
from just short of a length, ana 
unpredictable from just about 
anywheye else. That was hard- 
ly imexpected considering the 
groundsman is Andy Atkinson, 
who moved here from War- 
wickshire two years ago having 
planted the Edgbaston track 
that brought so much tenor to 
England's batsmen last summer. 

Still it did not look the kind 
of strip to put the opposition in 
on, and Atherton (fid not hesi- 
tate aver having first use of it 
with the bat However, South 
Africa must have been stspidous 
of its mischief potential when 
they brought in Jacques KaDis for 
Craig Matthews (a bowler) to 
strengthen the batting. 

Wien it was England’s turn 
to bowl, their gamble of batting 
Russell at No 6 in order to play 
the extra bowler looked sage, 
when Cork rolled over in agony 
clasping his left hand after col- 
liding with Watirinson in the 
covers. Luckpy he had only 
sprained his ring finger and he 
was soon back on his feet 
screaming for Ifrw’s, one of 
which, against Hudson, was up- 
held in the third over. 

Eight overs later he struck 
again when he had Hansie 
Cronje caught by Russell to a 
an outswinger that left the 
South African captain groping 
down a different line. Itwas an- 
other failure for the South 
African captain with the bat, but 
unless England can find some- 
one to support Cork today, it is 
not something that will concern 
Cronje. 
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ACROSS 

1 Refuse responsibility for 
record mail distribution 

(&> ... 

6 Blood relatives, m the 

same place, on board (4) 

9 Badger with riverbank 

chum by the way 

( 6 ) 

10 but officer s ser- 

vant carries nothing for 
Ratty, say (7) 

i 1 Appoint commission to 
endorse sanction, etc? 
( 8 ) 

12 Flood confines tug to 
river (6) 

13 Tape of French circum- 
navigator (5-7) 

16 Inclined head to indi- 
cate battle order (12) 


19 Balfe’s orchestrated Ro- 
mances? (6) 

20 Choral setting as alter- 
native to a trio onty, 
possibly? (8) 

22 African people in a ram- 
shackle hut. it is report- 
ed (7) 

23 Getting on with some 
advantage in Greece (6) 

24 Outcome, we hear, of 
bazaar (4) 

25 Harvesters punch? (8) 

DOWN 

2 Golf-dub fitted out with 
plated body (8) 

3 Bright and cold? Real 
change! (5) 

4 Upper parts in East End 
transformed (14) 


5 Heavy member of band? 

( 7 ) 

6 Natural, plain style (9) 

7 Kind of being out be- 
fore noon (6) 

8 Winning bread? (8,6) 

14 Cheers up, improbably, 
left inside vault (9) 

15 One appointed to post 
notice in a bishop’s of- 
fice (8) 

17 Get rid of painful boils 
in a hospital (7) 

18 Bunch of keys for front 
of house (6) 

21 Letter from home gave 
the solution (5) 



Duck swoop: Allan Donald celebrates removing Peter Martin for nought yesterday 


Photograph: Laurence Griffith s/Empics 


■ Wolverhampton Win def- 
ers yesterday defended their de- 
cision to pull out of a 
re-arranged ratefor their Mid- 
lands derby at Birmingham. 
The game was postponed on 
New war’s Day, but Birming- 
ham, who also host Wolves in 
Saturday’s FA Cup third-round 
tie. had quickly arranged a 
new date for today - only for 
tbeir MoUneux rivals to refuse 
to play the match on the new 
date. Wolves were apparently 
reluctant to face Barry Fiy’s 
team twice in four days. 


Prunier 

quits 

United 

ALAN NIXON 


William Procter's stay with 
Manchester United has ended 
after just two games following 
Alex Ferguson’s offer of an 
extended trial and not a more 
permanent deaL 

The former Bordeaux centre- 
back, who has paid up his con- 
tract in Trance and is looking far 
frill-time employment, met die 
United manager yesterday 
after call-ops against Queen’s 
Park Rangers and Tbttenham, 
which passed with varying de- 
grees of success. 

United were prepared, in- 
deed probabty desperate, to 
have ftunier for Saturday’s FA 
Cpp. third-round home tie with 
Sunderland when they will be 
without Steve Brace, Gary Pal- 
lister and David May. 

However, the 28-year-old 
Pranier has deckled to pack his 
bags and return to France 
where he has other offers. 

Concerns over Pallister are 
growing with the possibility of a 
back operation to cure a sciati- 
ca problem which has already 
kept him out of the game for a 
month. Keeper Peter Sdnneichd 
will be out for at least a fortnight 
after damaging a calf muscle at 
Tbt tenham. 

NiaH Quinn, who scored both 
goals for Manchester City 
against West Ham on New 
Year’s Day, could be on the way 
to Sheffield United for£Im. ' 

The Football Association is 
considering head-hunting a suc- 
cessor to its 81-year-old chair- 
man Sir Bert Millichip. The 
traditional recruitment grounds 
of the FA Council may be over- 
looked in the search for some- 
one with a foot in the business 
and sporting worlds who would 
lead the organisation into the 
next century. Sir Roland Smith, 
the chairman of Manchester 
United pic, is an eariy candidate. 
■ The FA Cup fourth round 
draw will be made at 4 -50pm on 
Sunday as part of the BBC’s 
Match of the Day Live: the Road 
to Wembley programme featur- 
ing Chelsea v Newcastle. 


‘We are sitting pretty’ 


Robin Smith insisted last night 
that the fight is far from over 
after watching the rest of Eng- 
land’s batting coDapse around 
him as the side slumped to 153 
all out. 

Smith was the onty player to 
offer any real resistance in the 
face of Allan Donald’s five- 
wicket haul, contributing 66 oa 
the opening day of the deriding 
Test. But he refused to accept 
that England are beading for 
defeat in the series. 

“They’ve won the first round 
but we’ve got to pick ourselves 
up, bow! them oat cheaply and 
then perform very much better 
in our second innings,’’ be said. 
“I honestly think it would be 
very difficult to score 170 bat- 
ting last on this pitch.” 

England would have been in 
an even worse position but for 
Smith making a success of his 
promotion to the problematic 
No 3 spot - his was the best 
score by far by an Englishman 
in that position in the series. 

Smith gave most of tbe credit 
in a dramatic day to South 
Africa’s bowlers. “One or two 
of our batsmen wiD be a bit dis- 
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appointed, but South Africa 
bowled terrifically well," he 
said. “The pitch was relatively 
easy-pared today, but I believe 
it will quicken up and get much 
more difficult to bat on. 

“I think it’s going to deteri- 
orate quite quickly - the cracks 
look very much wider tonight 
than they (fid eight hours ago.” 

Smith said he thought that a 
first-innings deficit of 40 or 50 
would be “manageable” on a 
pitch that was relaid only sev- 
en months ago. But South 
Africa believe that they can 
build an altogether more sub- 
stantial advantage. 

“We are sitting pretty at the 
moment," Donald, wbo struck a 
key blow by dismissing Mike 
Atherton for a dude ouhis way 
to figures of5 for 46, said. Tf we 
capitulate we’ve only got our- 
selves to blame. The destiny of 
tbe game is in our hands. There’s 
a bit of uneven bounce but I 
don’t think the pitch favours the 
bowlers too much. It's very im- 
portant bow you bowl on it -you 
have to be aggressive.” 

Donald said that the capture 
of Atherton's wicket early on 
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14-8-28*2 (nbU (5-4*543, 4-1-9-0, 
5-1-12-2); HcHBao 18242-1 [nttJJ . 
<6-2-11-1. 4-0-11-0); M-m a nicrm 
(11-3-290, 9J. -2-23- 23: KaK» 4000 
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Progress: SO: 110 rrtn, 27 awis. 

540 ®nto« M, Thorpe 20) 30 am. : 

-208 n*v51A mas. Ttoi 125-6 (Smite 
56, Cork 4) 60 wea. IStt 266 min, .66 
overs. range dose* 4.09pm. 

Smftff* 50: 212 rrtn, 142 Oals, 7 fours. 


had been vitaL “He is the back- 
bone of the England batting 
line-up. If you can knock, him 
over early and get Nos 3 and 4 
in with tbe rail still new it 
makes a big difference.” 

Atherton fell to Donald’s 
new-ball spell from tbe Wtynberg 
end, but he took his other four 
wickets from the Kehdn Grove 
End. 

“I had a word with Hansie 
[Cronje] at lunch after seeing 
Brian McMillan had gpt more 
bounce at the other end. Iff I 
looked seriouriyhappyaftertak- 
ing my third wicket [Hick] it was 
because I was. I had a feeling it 
might be the tnmmg point” 

Bob Wbobner, South Africa’s 
coach, preferred to delay his 
verdict He said: “Hansie and I 
hadn’t discussed the toss and it 
might have been a good one to 
lose, but you can’t realty tell un- 
til both sides have batted. 

‘Allan bowled beautifully 
and our catching was fantastic. 
That made the difference. I 
would rather see both first in- 
nings before J make a judgment 
but I don’t think it’s a 153^ all oiit 
pitch.” 
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Turn any room into 
a concert hall. 

Introducing the new Bose* Wave* radio. 

'Want to enjoy orchestral strings in your kitchen? Or in the 
bedroom? The new Bose Wave radio fills any room with rich, 
dear, unexpectedly lifelike sound- But you wont find this small 
wonder in any score. The ’WStve radio is only available direct 
fawn Bose. Fora free informant* pock, simply call the free num- 
ber « send/fax thereupon below. Or to audition the Wave radio 
m your home for 14 days, satisfaction guaranteed, call: 

0800 614 293. 

When calling, please quote rbe reference number 2353. 


! Yes, Bose, it sounds good to me. 

; Please send me more information about the Bose Wave 

I ‘ radio and tbe 14-da?, sadsfactian-guacameed audition, 

i Name. 

( 


Mt/Mrs/Ms. 


! Tet- 


. day- 


Address- 


7 Postal code'. 


} Please return ia an envelope to: Bose, 

I Frceposr T K 102 0, Twickenham, 
j Middlesex TW2 SUN. No stamp 
I necessary. Or tut’ibs 01 SVS54 7664. 
i : 


- Si 





